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27TN the Preface: the Queftjon refolved 

$ | Whether a Man may be faved inany Re- 

fF ligion, har is ſerious in pradtifing it? 

No Rclipion will ſave a manithar is nor trite. 
| , ro it, & ſerious & diligent tt pratiiimg 1t. 
PWhythe Author rather publifherh fach com- 
mon neceſſary things, than confutation of 
> the many calumnies publiſht againſt himſelf. 
His expectations from men: And anfwer 

| with Tertullian about ſufferings. 
| An Advertiſement abbur a paſſage ciret our 
| of the Homilies, 

| His Juſtification for oppoſmng ſcorners & ene- 
> mies ofHoelineſs,our ofthe Church Homalles. 
; A Paſſage abour Philip Nerins, the Father of 
# the Oratorians. 
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The Text opened. 
DoF. 1. The work of this life cannot -be 
done when this life is ended. 
2:4.2. Therefore while we have ttme, we 
muſt do the work of this preſent life, with 
V1gour and diligenee. | 
I. T1me cannot be recalled. C.- 
- Lite ſhall never. be here reſtored. 
There is ns-doing tkis-work in the life to come. 
natit is ro['doit with our Might \fome cautions. 
Wnſtances of the wrrk tobe done with our might; 
)0j. What Might have we? Anſwered: 
ow ro rouſe up our felyes to ſeriouſneſs. | 
hat to think of themchat oppoſe a hbly ſe- 
110us diligence jn the fexvice of God, --*  _ 
x : A 3 The i 
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The greatneſs RC OS 
__ ecially 1 if they are Preachers. 

at it15 Mn Religion that Hypocrites hate... 

Seneca's teſumony for ſeriouinefs. 

A terrible: paſſage in our Homilies. 5 againſt 
Scorner's at godlineſs, 

The greatneſs of their ſin. | 
Obj..It is not Godlineſs, but humour, fa&ion, 
diſobedience, ypocr ie, &c. Anſwered. 

Advice to the floc 

' Ohj. Be not righteous overmuch, An! wered. 
Exhortation to ſerious diligence. | 
0b). 1, IT have loſt my Time, Anſwered. 

Obj. 2. I have op olen and hinderances. 

08. 3. I am dull and cold, 

DireR&ions and Caurions. - 

| Reaſons for pleading this cauſe with Miniſters. 

The Exhortation re-inforced. | 

The Devils defigne ro make uſe of Differen- 

.,ceSin ſmaller matters againſt __ ſttanity 
and Godlineſs 1t (elf. | 

Such differences, ſe&s, 4trifions, ſhall be no 
excuſe to the ungodly,buraggrava re their : 
. fn, as being againſt char which all Sets: 
and Parties were agreed 1n. 

W hat that Religion is that we ol men to be 
ſerious and diligent. in 1. To live ac-' 
cording to the Principles sf Faict' that 
among Chriſtians are paſt controverſies. 
Ten named. 

2. Todethat Materially that all are agreed 

4-8; Tendutics named. - 

.- 3- To dothat jn the very Manner 6f Gods 
BG "Tere thatall are-agreed in, Ten Bi 
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0bj. [ will never believe -chariGad: delights : 
in-long and-exrneſt prayers, of is'moved 4 
by che words of man.: Anſwered. 1 
0bj. 1s not your firi& obſervarion oof "Y , 
* 'Loxds Day a Controverſie? Anſwered. | | 
The Conhaey exhortatory- | 


At "The: Proline. 


FT is a queſtion more boldly than accnrately de- 
bated by many; [ Whether a pa Re 

' ſaved in any Religion, thats fair 4 
princi iples of ic by ſerious, Pgenpredent] 
The true S»/ution is this : Re 1gion. is that w | 
men hold and do to ſerve and p ; hy 14.4.Tf. we ; 


make themſelves 4 Religion of Jn is 
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vice to God bimſelf in things tg or 
what evil is there that ſome men 
into their Religion, and fathered'uy 
orc diligent ſxch mw ed in. oy 
the moye the y fin.3. Or if they make the VE. 
Religion s ia +: rcrous fmt | 
greateſt diligence inthis will.not ſave . 
if they hyld al theEfſentialf of) {Pi wr [igian, * 
execs ſome one, it cannot [ave them while a 
thing is wanting, which'is' [ſſential to that 2 
"gion, and ſoneceſſa'y to [, pl (which; ic the £ 
caſe of real Hereticks :) For th y arena Vo 
_ of ayat Relig ng Nd f they want that whic 4 
hirpine 1AÞ if hey : hold all tj 
ral to rs bs en oh Th Notionally, 
ay hk ihe aftically: ge 56: 
Bas amd Fconf? ent "_ %, i b ſa 


D-uils inſtzad of God, 2.0r Tf peace the 
veal = P's. 4 
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thetr Nottonal belief will not ſave them from the 
mortal poiſon of thetr praftical Hereſie or Error. 

But 1. Whoſocver holdetFall that is neceſſary 
to ſaivation, and is ſerious and ditigent in living 
according th-reunte ſhall be ſaved, whatever ey-! 
ror be holdeth with ir. For if he be ſerious ang di- 
ligent in the Praftice of all things neceſſary toj 
 Jaluation, be hath all that is neceſſa'y toſalva- 
tion 5 VIZ. in Belief and Praftice : And it muſt 
needs follow, that his Errors are either not con-} 
contradiffory to the things neceſſa'y which be 
boldeth and prafiſ:th or that be boldeth not thofe 


Errors pragtically, but mtionally,as an opinion, or @ 


uneffeFual coygitation in a dream, which provokes 


not to AfFion;, and in ſuch a caſe the error heeps Y 


no man from ſalvation. 
What 1s neceſſary to be believed by them that ' 
never hear the Goſpel , it ſo little concerneth w || 
fo fro tha God hath not thought meet to make 7 
It ſoplain tous, as things that mire concerm.our % 
Jelves. But as it is certain,that without the Atone- i 
ments, SatisfaFion, and Reconciliation made b 
Chriſt, and without new terms of Grace to 5, 
judged by,and without his Grace for the perform- 
ance of their part no man can be ({aved ( that hath 
the uſe of reaſon,) ſo there is ſomach knowledge || 
neceſſary to ſalvation, as is neceſſary | to engage i® 
the heart to Ie God above all, and ſincerely ta 
obey bis revealed will, and to prefer the life to 
come before the tranſitory pleaſures of this Iife. | 
Now if any man can prove to me, that thoſe that 
never heard the Gpes, can thus love God, and 
the life to come, and. obey ſincerely , withmt the | 
knowledge of the perſon, life, death, reſurrei- 
| on 


 — 


pos of the as- [ 
on'of 7 oſus Chrijt,and WD 007" toe af * * 
on Log und Goodneſs of G1d in bm, and 
in the work: of our Redemprim, then I ſhould be- , 
liews that ſuch Negative. Infidelsmay be ſaved + 
$ For God canmit damn 4 ſanttified ſoul, that. ſin- * 
T cercly loveth him. But if the avſcov of the Lowe * 
of G2d.in our. Redemption be, ſo neceſjary 4 moral 
meens to ingage the hart (now —_— by jon 
BI und creature-love) to the tree Love of Gdd, thar = 
E: bis cannot be wrought withmt it 3 or if Chriſt 
® -ive not bis Spirit to produce the love of God m 
T ny but thiſe that hear the Goſpel, and believe In © 
him, 'theu no ſuch [perſons can be ſaved by their | 
Relegion. | For Chriſt is the way:to the dogges F 
 and\.ns man cometh to the Father bat by hmr, WP 
| and verve of Ga is ubſoutely' and-of ins ſelf 7 
f neceſſary toſalvation 5 and Faith in C 5/0 
| far necefſary to ſabuation,' as it is neceyary I 
® bring men t0-the love of God, as pardonmg ſilt - | 
& and reconcilet to them. * © .? 


- But if any, flwnld = 0 confidently concluds,, 


that fome that bear. not of Chriſt may be ſaved,-- 
yet he muſt needs\confeſs that the wat _ 
8 cl-ar anderent diſcovery of the love and goodneſs 
ih of God, in bis pardoning grace, and of: the glork 

£2 ous tife which be hath epared for w,muft needs 


W.mebe the love of God a very rare and ond, 
| thing, and conſequently their ſalvation Trare-ant © 
ein conderiſen of eu EY 
' .The Ebtiſtran Faith, is [The believing 
verlafting life of happineſs to. be given 
en the pardon of all ſn) as proc 
ferings and merits of Feſus Chriſt, 
are ſunttifred bythe Holy rs ah dv 
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F:- ' The Prefice.'!' x 
* 7n love t0;God, and to each other , and. in a holy 
and heavenly converſation, This 1« ſaving Faith 
and Chriftianity, if we. Conſent as well as A(ſent. 
All that was neceſſary to ſalvation to be believed, *% 
was ft ormerly thught to be contained in theC reed, #- 
and that was the teſt, or. ſymbol of the Chriſtian i 
Faith; and Chriſtian Religion is the ſame y. and 
hab the ſame.xul- ang teſts ſymbol.n all Ages.” 
But fince-Faftian «and Tyranny, PridedyCovetouf- | 
neſs became the maſters of theReligion of tos:ma»* Þ 
ny.vice and ſelfiſh intereſt hath commanded them © - 
ta change the Rule of Faith by their additions, &5 Þ? 
ta mak; ſ0much neceſſary tn ſaluation,as is neceſ-. 
fa'y to their afjeFed Univerſal Dominionzand td\ 
their Commodity and carnal ends. 4nd fincenFa- 
Fin entred, and, bath tern the Church intounany 
S-ds (the Greek, tne Roman, the Armeitan, 
the Tacobites, the 45aſing, and many.more} it 
eemeth mzet ts the: more tyrannical Se tocall 
theſe ſeveral Religions, and to ſay that -every 
man that differeth f.rom-them in' any of their .ap1- 
. eons or additions, which they pleaſe tocalkAni-: 


And if the 
UE Reli- 
g10n be taken 


4nd if all that 
agree” in ,One 


Chriſtign.Re- 
lfgion,ave ſaid 


cles of Faith, is of another Religion. © 1+: 


' in this ſenſe, 


 thatit 15 no point of faithac 
. all, thar-it 15 of Divine right 
t9 be of- as. 


many Religi- 
- 07S, As Wer-. 


f_ And yet when theyheve. 
divided the Church,anddam- # 
ned the greateſt part of Chri- # 
ſtians , and raged with;fure 
and (word againſt rheir bee= 
thren,they confels themſelves 


rhat the Biſhop of. Rome-15 
St. Peters. .Succeſlor , and 
not only: of humane righe., 

ent 


8 
d 


in pomts that 
ſome call ne- 
ceſſary, then I 


- anſwer the 


Queſtion thus. 


Smith BiſhoP of Chal:edon;, the chiefeft of - 
the Engliſh Popiſh Clergy,are theſe, Survey * 
$ c.5.< To us it ſafficeth char: the Biſhop of: 
'- © Ryme is St+ Peters Succefſpr, and' this all? 
«che Fathersreſtifie, and all the Catkolick 
<« Church -believeth, but whether ir be jure 
<<. {jvino, or humano, is no point of faith- And 
how do their Laicks here know- What. is2 
-poinr of fait}1, bur by the reſtiniony of thetr ? 


Prieſts? 


He is the true Cath:!lickh Chriftian-that bath but 
© Onegeven+the Chriftian Religion © And this 1s the - 
caſevf the Proteftants, who caſting off the addir- 
ons-of P opery,adbere to thePrirfitive ſunplicity ſs 
-unity: Tf Papifts,or any others,:corrupt this Rel 
gion .otth humane additions and innovati 


"The Prefiice. 
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And muſtthe Church be div * 
ded, and moſtbe damned for 
not believing or ſubmitting - 
ro a humane Orditance ? If. * 
we be of many Religions, 1s | 
not Popery then a_ hamane | 
Religion } The very»words of- 


b- the 


. the: promiſe- of ſalvation : | And it 1s, certugm 


great danger of thefe Corruptions, 1s, left they 
draw them from the ſwund belief and ſerious pra-: 
&ice,of that antient Chriſt fanity which-we are all 
agreed in; And( among Papiſts,or any etherSeftY: 
where tht corruptions do not "thus corrupt their 
Faith:gnd Pradice in" the true Efſentials,dt is 
certain' that | thoſe - corryptions-- (hall - n 
damn them. For he that truly believath all 
things that are eſſential. to Chriſtianity, and liv 


eth' accordingly with 'ſerjous diligence , hal 
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ThePreface. 
that what error that man beldeth, it 1s either 
nt inconſiſtent with true Chriſtianity, or not pras 
fically, but natimally held, and ſo not inconſaſt» 
ent as beld by him: F5r how can that be inconfaſt- 
ent which attually d»thconſoft withit?% 
If a Papift or any other Se#a:y do ſeriouſly 
ove God, and his Brother, and ſet his heart upan 
the bfe to come, and give up himſelf to the me- 
. vits and Grace of Feſus Chriſt, and the ſanfiife- 
© exten of the boly Spirit, to be Py for that glo- 
b-. 19, and [uerh by faith abroe the world, and mor- 
& tifieth the deſires of the fleſh,and liverh wilfully 
' Man bnown fas projets after further degrees 
of halzneſs, I not of the ſalvation of that 
per ſon:No mare then of the life of him that bath 
taken poiſon but tnto bis mouth and ſpit it out a- 
' - gain, or let down ſo little as nature and antidotes ©. 
do expel. But I will rot therefore plead for poi- ® 
fon, nor tale it, becauſe men may live that thas | 
' rake it. _ | te 
'  Naving anſwered this great Queftion Reager, 
-T 1 now come 1@ to the ſubje# of muy following 
diſcourſe gandl totell thee that though it be a grear | 
" queſtion whether ſerious diligence In a corrupt 
_ Retigimn'will ſave a man, it 1s paſt all qaeftim, 3 
«#4 agreed in by all ſides, rhat no Religion will & 
_ fve armani thie-is not ſerious, ſincere and diligent 
© Mit. Tf thmbe of the rrueft Retigion im the. world, 
* #hdart not true thy ſelf tothat Religion, the Re- 
Hg Wien is good, but it is non? of thine. ObjeFtively 
x of 4 true and good Religion, the thingsin 
' themſebues are true and g00d 5 but ſubjeHively,. 


& #hou art fincerely of no Relighm at all for 1f thou 
fraviy an diligent in ityit. 1g cer- 
T fam | 
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| Religion, or thy tongue'or Fantaſie, orbrain, but- 
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| feed thee, or preſerve thy life. So certain is the | 


. JenſnAl, and a ftrangey (if not 8n enemy ) 10 the 


- PV 


ain that thou deft not txjply entertain it make” ? 


it thine; but t 13 56) Bo "that have the true © 


not thy heart, and the -beſt meat on thy table, or 
that gveth no further then thy month, will never 


alvarion of every boly mbrinfied Chriftian, ate: 
pare the damnation of every ungodly, wor! _ 
ly, fleſhly ſ-nſualift that T had'a thouſand fold ras: 
ther have my ſout jn the caſe of 4 god? Al © # 
rift, yea or a Monk, or Fryar among the Papilts 
that liveth a truly beavenly life,. in the love 93 
God and than, and in 4 ſerious diligent obedience 
ro God according to bis knowledge,then in the caſe: 
of a ProteF ant, or whomſaever you can imagine 
to be righteſt in his cpmions, that is warldly, 


power and ſerrus pratfice of bis own projeſt Re-: 


ligion, and woid of a Holy and Heavenly heart 
and life. If ever ſuch a man be ſaved, tbe princi- 
pl-s of aff RO do deceive ute. -: 
* + And certainly ſuch mens hypocr3fit doth aggrd 


vate therr fn, and will encyreaſe thery miſes =k 
many as there be in the world, that p of ſs them- 
Jetves Chriftians, and yet are not fore ang 
tigem jn'thewr Religion, but are ungodly negles 
#ers or enemies of a boly life, ſo many Hypocr 
"are tn'the world. And I wonder that their colt 
ſctences call them not Hypocrites , wheti"the 
ſtand up at the Creed, or profeſs themſelves Bi 
levers : though the Congregation ſeeth not Fh 
pocrite] written in their foreheads, God ſeep L 
written'on their heayts, antl thoſe that conuer 
with them may ſee 1t written in their loves." 


>." 


The Preface. 
j24 theſe men are the f rwardeſt to cry out a- 
gainſt Hypocrites + Th# Dewyl. hath taught it 
them to ſtop the ſuſpition and the chaſe F1 conſci- 
ence, as he hath taught the greateſt Schiſmaticks 
or Church-dtviders the Papiſts ito ci out moſt a- 
gainft Schiſm and diviſion, and pretend toamity, 
. But theſe ſhifts d6-blind none but fools, and for« 
Jaben conſciences ; -and the cheat that 15 now de- 
Tefted by the wife, will quickly by God be detet- 
' ed before all the world. Till then ['t them mabe 
 mmerryin their deceits:who would enty the drunk- 
ard the Plea) ure of an h;ursſwiniſh ſick delight? 
' Tons 1s their portion, and this 1s their time; As we 
| bave choſen and covenanted for another, portion, 

we are content fo ſtay the time aſſignea, tHI God 
ſhall tell them 5 all the world,who was finceredy 
why the hypocrite. For our parts, we believe that 
be is moſt or leaſt ſincere, that is m«ſt or . leaſt ſe- 
rious in the praffice of his own prof:ft Religion. 

For my part, Imuſt profeſs that (by the mercy 
of God) T have made it the wark of many a year, 
ro look about me and think wherein. the feli- 
city of man doth indeed conſiſt :. And I have lon 
bn paſt doubt as much as I am that I am a man. 
that it 1s not in tranſitory ſenſual delights ; and 
| that theſe are ſuch lean and dry commodities, and 
$ pretiful pleaſures, leaving men ſo ſpeedily ima 
forlorn ſtate, that I am contented that my greateſt - 
enemy have my pat of them. I have renounced 
' them to God (as any part of my felicity) and 1 
renounce thcm to men: Let thim do with me avout 
S theſe things as God will give th:m leave. 1 

"will have @-po'tim after death, or Te have 

u2Ne.. LE 


And 


ThePycidce. | 
-, Andthe caſe is ; ſoalpable., thas it is my ladente. | 
$4tion- that #þe centrdi'y: deceit - 1s conſeſtant. with | 
the nature and reaſonof a-man 3 and that ſoma- | 
3, Genttemen and- Scholars - and. perſons of - kn 
ingenuous education;can no better diſtinguiſh, and 
= can poſſibly conquer thegr reaſon or _ [y with 
! the preſence. or ſenſual. delights; and ſa-eafuly * 
| make nothing (of that mhigh will be to-morrow and | 
for ever, meerly becauſe it is not to day. Well * 
muſt ſay the Wiſdom and Fuſtice of, God is abun * 
dantly ſeen inthe Government of the warld with . | 
the Lrberty of the, will, and dererninine ae q 
all men (bzulg ſpeed as.they thoſe... ; 
It may be the; Reader will ſay, he 
inſtead of writing ſuch ppnlar Os Fs f 
have vindicated my ſelf againſt-the ace 
' that in multitudes of -Lybels and Pamphlets are: | 
Z ſcattered abroad againſt me.But- doth he think;that | 
$ man 15 ſer rouſly. a Chriftian':that +5 not more 
| zea'ous for Gad and Religion, and the;ſouls of 
men, then fax himſelf? Have Tnothing mer 
with my ttm2\{9"-labour but plead caufend | 
which God will ſo ſpeed! "yn LO OE end? | 
Will it, not be time enough to be juſtified at #02 BY 
and day of G14? T am content that they carry #45” 
they defire till then(were it not me. for their on | 
and other mens ſabes then mine) Amblike to far» | 
ſake my hfe Q all for Chrift, (5 endure $ormemts | 
if I were called to 1ty1f I cannot. enditrie t0. be $65 7 
viled and ſlandered by paſſionate men?Was it. 
nothing that.our Lord would not anſwer for bum elf 
| when. he was accuſed . befare: Pilate.? Shath 
$ - they be able .co calumnigte undey - the: ao 
nings of the Revenge of, Heaven ? and. {| 


% 


I mor be able to be fitenr under ſuch a promiſe, as 
Mar. $.10, 11,12. The ſervant of the'Lord 
muſtnorſirive / Our Lord gave uy an example * 
of nit reviling agatn, when be was reviled + He | 
made h m <lfof no repuarcion, buremfured |} 
thecroſsand contradition of ſintiers, deſpi> : 
ſg the ſhame. TI eonfeſs I thinth: when Gods Þ 
#zrereff, and the gond of others doth require it, a | 
wan ſhny 'd not be wanting to his own defence,and % 
| Thave long ago written that which will ſatisfir Þ 
{ - Yhermpaitial : Biz whon 1 ſaw that it is libe tb 
'tend.to beats, and ſet more on work, Thad rather © 
let men call me all the names th:y can deviſe, ane! Þ 
wohominadly accuſe me of my thing that malice * 
hall ſuggeſt, rhen oo ary thing to foment conten- © 
trons in the Church. Bat if God convince me thn 
' Tr15 my daty todetelt the calumnics of man, It ® | 
| W os ſoon done. 'y 
But what good will it do the world for me Too 3 
"pen The numerous wntruths, that other men hive | 
publiſhed, or to confute every Script 3 when all | 
'rhat T converſe with are ſatisfied already, and 
$>hieve not the reproaches; and allthe evidence 
|' mtheworld will not ſatisfixd th:ſe that witl not | 
| 'wead 1t,or are reſolved by rhery malice or mte- } 
| reſtmover tobe ſairfied ? 7 
" For my part, 1 doubt ngf but God and.therr con- 7 
| ferences will give them ſuch a Confatation as | 
ſhall be ſufficiem ts them and me to end the con- 
|  rrover/re. 
.  Mywork 1s toplead the Cauſe of God and bo- 
| - lineſs againft the profane and ſenſual world, and 
nm furtber to plead any Canſe of my own, then is 
n*cefjaty 10 that. If & muſt bear the effeB8s of 
O mn 


_— Cy Y 


$ Peace, and Concord, againſt imprety, 14 
Y ene, and ahuiimt then for defending wy Jef, 


| of a better iſſue #hen falſe accuſers- can expebF#.: 
= W- ſhall rh _ even ground : The tame © 
® is ſbort : The pleaſures of ſm, the triump's of Mas | 
# lice, the ſufferings of - mmcency, ave but for 'u 
3 moment. 1 envy them not ſ1 


# #r0uble, and being beyond the reach of malite.,. 


they can : I am devited ty God, and never yet 


mens diſpleaſure,” I had an hundred times rathet - 
it were for pleading for Holineſs, and Love, and 


mprety, Wicharimu« 


or upon the account f Ceremonies or ſmaller.mat» | 
ters. And if for theſe Ib:ar it, I dowbt not of 
more comfort at the preſent, much leſs d» Tab 


hwrand dark 
The Fudge is at the dow that will judge alt a 
gam, and ſer all and mlgy im righreouſnefs. - 
When I am afralll FAtaving a 1n0om nd ue | 
righteous world, and entlin} all -my pam and 
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then I will fear what man can do.” Let themrkeep 
we out of heaven, of deprive me of my pane 
comfort of rhey can : If they fre 
mings of 'God dg ainft the malicious muft;,. 
ſurely { have yr, 'Feaſon- 10 fear their: thrreac-- 
'nings. When they have dime their watt to 
"others, 1et them ſave-chemfetves from death if - 


found! cauſe-to repent it : I am reſitoeds, he 
utmoſt of my powev fu the mereft of me/ i 
why oy Pace, and for loyalty to the King 

and thence or paiem: Jubmiſſion to Superil "7s 
And If yet T bear the Fruies of ig the hay 
infult over'ſufferers, as if - they were therefor 
guil:y vr miſerable ,, remenb:r that we \cauly 
have av0i ny w2 would , and could have 
frund the ' way of applanſe* and proſperity "as 


— 
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The Preface. 

well as they 3 and that no man tabes that" for his 
m:ſery wh:ch be chooſeth ! If th's kind of preaeh- 
ng or writing off end,cou'd nyt I have avoided it? 
Tam not in love with ſufferings from mzn,nor will 
T eſcape them at the rates of Gods diſpleaſure. I 
never thmk my ſe fin the higbeſt form of chriftt- 
ans, inl TI am me conform todbe ſufterings of- 

Chrift, and have endured "wore then yet T 
' bave. 

It is the Chriſtians old Apology 4n Tertul- 
han : , Quaſi non totum quod 1n nos potelt+ 
1s noſtrum fi Arbitrium Certe fi velim 
Chriſtianus ſum tunc ergo me damnabis : fi 4 
- damnaii velim:Quum vex@guod in me potes, 

niſt velim 'non.potes am mez voluntatis eſt 
quod pores, non rux potcſtatis : Proinde 
& yulgus vane de noſtra vexatione gauder. 
Proinde & noſtrum eſt gaudium quod fibi 
vendicant,qui malumus damnari quam a Deo 
excidere.Contra, 11H qui nes oderuntdolere 
non_ gaudere debebant , conſecutis nobs 
'quodeligimus. ] Tert. Apdloget. cap. 39. 

 Tratis, © As if all that.you can do againſt us 
© were not our own choice ! (or will) Certamly” 
< it is. h2cauſe I will that I am a Chriſtian there» ! 
« fore if 1 will be condemned, then thus whit | 
« condemn.me. And when that which ror a7; Z 
«& 15 againſt we, thou'canſt nt do, unleſs I wilt; © 
| <7 ne fo from thy pier thy thx conf 
< do #, but from my witt : And therefore the 
| wulpar d) in warn Fepyce at our VexAtLM. 
# ©c therefore it 1s 0) 1"), which they challenge to 

"© th-mſe Fues,whil- we hal rather be condemned 
| * then fall fromG:d-0n the c:ntraty they thathate 
: | us 


- 


ts ſhould 'grieve and not' rejoyce while we attain | 
but what we chooſe, "rs 
* For mypart, if the world will n2eds be mad, 
 1thint both the laughing and the weeping Phik- 
ſapher are more excuſable then he that wal d be 
 over-dngty at them,or over=buſie in diſputing with 
them 3 ſaith. Seneca [Cuare fers zgri rabſem”! 
* & phrenetici verba2? nempe quia-videnrar ; 
E neſcere quid faciunt, Quid intereft quo quiy- ! 
# que, vitio fiat: imprudens* Sen. de Ira. I. 3s: 
7 c. 25. Anger and phrenſie ave but ſeveral wayes: 
* of a mans loſing his wit ; and ther efare þe that 
s can bear with one, fhuld ſom -what D,'4Y with the 
other *. (Though wdeed wluntarineſs ,' - 07. ann! 
volunt arineſs 'migheth a great difference . ) It's 
y not. worth many time and labdur' and coft 70; 
$ be our folicitous in bis own wvindic at ion, tet the 
8 world ſay of bim-'what they plesſe. \.Mi cugry 
& temporis ultioabſumic . Maltis (e mjurit 
s objicic, dumunam doler. Diatius iraſctmur 
omhes quam lzdimur.]Sen- deIra- 1,3:0:27 
* Reutngetabe: up a deal of rim>: H#'rhat cons 
** pluinzth of one _jumury," ob jecbs binſelf t5 mar 
** We are a'l ungiy longer th.n we 4 e hurt. - | 
T have: truly grven you n1w'the” Reaſ ns, wh 
F rather chyſe ta fpeab theſe common neceſſary 
3 4#bhings,;\40ainft the. Devils panty, the. wng 
7 tbe. enemies, or negſeFers of  ſ-rions  H ', 
8 \\ agrerable to the: ſubjet4 of bis Majeſties C JH 
tian and"excellent Declaration  aganjt Deb 
Chery at his entrance upun his Riyab G-u-rmens) 
then 11 meddle with any of the contending pattits 
of theſe times ( who are (1 angry b:caufs in ebedls 
ence to authority, I. once endeavoured t0'\.r6 
. . conch 
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4 P, face. f 
Concile. them) or to be unſeaſonable in 'plealing 
any cauſe that is my own, And now referring the 

Reader to this ſhvt Diſcourſe, I muſt firſt deſire ' 

that be m:ſunderſtand me not in one or tw» paſſu- ® 

Fes. I. That my citation -f the paſſage in the Ho- 13 

mules, be not taken as if I ſpohe a word againſt | 

Ity though T ſy, I dare not my ſolf ſubſcribe it : 3 

. For though I think my ſelf, that ſceing a perſe- K 

cuttor like Sau! may repent, and be pardoned; a i 
mocker at Godlineſs may Repent and be forgiven 

. &iſn: Tt T amreſolved (till to ſuſpe# my own #3 
underſtanding, rather then to ſpeak againſt the 

 <Arme of the Church. 4% kev: 

.. 2. Think it nyt flrange that I veprebend even | 

. Miniſte: 5 that are ſecret, or pen 0fpoſers of a | 

hly diligence : For our foreſatd Homily: tel- © 
teth us, as followeth: Hom. for Leferm, we, 
art 2p. 1 50,281. Examplepof ſuch ſcorners, © 
Feread in 2 Chron. © When the good King © 
"© Hezckizh in +he beginning of his Reign bad | 

* deſtrtyed Tdolatry, purged the Temple, and Re- 

.& formed Religion in bis Realm, he ſent Meſ- 

© ſengers into every City to gather the people to Þ 
« Jeruſalem to ſrlemnize the feaſt of Eaſter fn 
* ſuch fot as God bath appointed. The Poſts 
* went from City to City And what did / 

Srbe people think y2 2 Did tbey laud and praiſe | 

© the name of the Lord that bad gruen them ſo 
*© {5 good a King, fo zealous a Prince to aboliſ] 

Fel » and to reftore again G:ds true Reli- 

No,m; the Scripture ſaith, the people 

ed them to ſcorn, and mock:d the Kings 

© meſſengers. And inthe laft Chap. of the ſame 

4 Bzab it is written, tha: Almighty God having 

& compaſſim 


«6 - 
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6 compaſſin on his-peophe ſent his M:(ſenz>rs the : 
« Prophets to th:m, to call them from their" abe- 
&@ mtinable Idolatry and wicked bind of living:But - 
&* thy mocked his Meſſengers, they deſpiſed his | 
& words, and miſuſed bis Prophets y until the 
i wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt bis peoples and. 
* till there was no remedy. |——The wick:d p20- 
 *© ple that were in the dayzs of Noah but 4. 
ves hy mock at the Word of Gd ,when Noahtld them 
* * that Gad would take vengeance on them for- 
* thzir ſins — Lot presched ro the Sodomiresy: 
* © that except they repented, both they and thelr 
$ © City ſhuld be deſtroyed; They thought his fay- 
* ings 1Apoſſible: to _be tru? 3 they ſcorned and. 
* mcked bis admomitim;, and repured bares an” 
_ old diting foal: Bit Grd ——<burat. the 
- ſcorners and mackers of his holy Wd. And 
| © © what eſtimatian had Chrifts d>4rine among the 
7 _ Scribes and Phariſees? What- reward bad be 
+ among them? ——-The Phariſees? which were 
** cougtous, did ſcorn him in bis Doftrine. Ouhen- 
** you ſee that worldly rich men d» ſcorn the >> 
* tine of o'er gp ; the worldly wiſe mn 
" ſcorn the Do@rine of Chriſt as fooliſbneſs to- 
: ther underſtandings. To:ſe ſcorners bave ever 
$  b-en, and ev2r ſhalbe t) th: worlds end. "'F#r. 
'2 I St Peter proph-feed, that ſuch ſcorners finuld: 
& ©be in the end before the. latter day. Take beet: 
© theref1re my brethren, tak? b:ed : be ye not” 
* [corners of Gods moft Holy Word : provoke bi 
"* not to prur out bis wrath upn you, as he'd 
4 upIn thyſe Gibers and Mochers : Be not with 
ful murderers of y>ur own ſouls. ] Thas farthe 
Homily. : " i 


At 


| + ThePreface. 
And no marvel if Prieſts may be guilty as 
well as people, if it be true that is ſaidby the 
Church in Hom. 3. againſt peril of 1dvlatiy, p. 
 * 56,57. | But atrue Preather EEO mtſ- 
** chief.is in very many places ſcarcely heard once 
** in the while y-ar, and ſom-where not once in 
* ſeven yea, as is evident to be proveds Further 
© it appeareth net by any ſtory of credi;, that true 
© and ſincere preaching hath endured in any one 
"Place above an hundred yoars.) . But it is evi- 
.** dent that Images, ſupe?ſtiticn, and worſhipping 
* of Images, and idolatry hav? cminued mmny 
'* hundred y-ars.— For preaching of God's Word 
'* (moſt jincere in the beginning) by proceſs of 
* time waxed leſs and l-ſs pure, and after cor- 
' rupr, and lajt of all altogether laid down and 
* left off, and other inventions cf men crept- in 
'* place of it. — $5 that Laity and Clergy, lear- 


's of men, women and children of all Chrift:ndom 
. (4 moſt h:riible and dreadfull thing taghink,) 
-* bave been at once drowned in ab»mirab'e Idla- 


4H try, of all other vices moſt deteſted of God, and 


England. 

And thwgh T am far from creditirg the mary 
fabulous ft-ries in that and ſuch other Boks, yet 
i ſhatl recite on? inſtance ir the !ifs of Philip 
Nerius, the Father of the Oratorians,wiich ſhall 
ſhew y»u, that cv:n among the Papilts, holy ſert- 
ous diligence wheye it 15, hath the ſane uſage 
from the p-opoane by:h Clergy and Laity, as 1n 0- 
ther places, and j» that every wh-re Holineſs is 


*ned and unlearned, all ages, ſefts, and degrees * 


* myjl damn..bit t» man, and that by the ſpace of 
** eight hundred years. $2 far the Church of 


perſecuted 


perſecuted by men, profeſſing the.ſ am? Religion 
' with thoſe they perſ-cute. BY; 
'The meetings of th: Oratoriangs, and their ex» 
erciſes, ſo lik th*ſe now abhorr'd by many,are by ? 
Baronius(that was one of them)thug.d:[crtbgg,as | 
you may ſee in the life of Nerius, p. 45,  - 
« Certainly by theDivine wiſdom was it braught® 
« to paſs,that in our times— Aſſemb.tes were Tn 1 
« ftituted in theCity, thuch what ajter the Foronof®* 
«thoſe Apoſtolical Conventions, ſuch eſpecially 
&« a; by the Apyſil: were opp»inted for diſeours ++ 
© (ing of divine matters, both fo -edifying* 
* |he hearers, and for propogating the Chu-ch. * * 
*® It was agreed that the zealous Chriſtians 
* (hyuld meet a days at St.fieroms Oratory,and 
| * there a Religious meeting ſhould he held after 
© this manner. Firſt, ſilence being made , 
* © thy began with prayer, and ane of the. bro- 
| © thers reads ſome pious l:(ſmm. At the reads 
8 - © mngof which, th? Father uſed to interpaſe upon; 
© occaſion, explaining more fully, enlarging an 
« v2hemently inculcating an, the iy, "of. 
© the Auditors, the things read, conttnumg b19 
« diſcourſe. ſometime a whale hour (to the great? 
i© ſatisfattion of the hearexs ) atal gue-wiſgy, 
* aiking ſame of the company theiy cpinuons about” 
** ſuch a thing. Afterward by his appointment, - 
© one of them went x) into the Pets aſe, 
&< upn ſteps, and made an Or ation without flousy 
& riſhes, or varniſh of Latguage, compoſed.out 
© of the approved and choice lives of Satnts, fa- 
6 cred Writ, and ſentences of Holy Fathers. Hes 
«* that ſucceeded him, diſcourſed after. the ſaines 
«* manner,byt on a differing matter Then fallowe 
the 
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3« the third, who related ſome part of the Church 
| * ſtoiy in theorder of irs ſeveral Ages. Every of 
< theſe had his half hour allotted him, and per- 
* formedall with marvellous delight and appro- 
* bation : Then ſinging ſome Hymn, and going | @ 
| *© roprayers agamthe company broke up. All things Il 
. * rh ordered, and ratified by the Pope, ds far as | c. 
|< the trmes would ſiffer,the beautiful face of the 
 « Primitive Apoſtolical aſſembling, ſeemed tobe | @ 
* reufved agarny, whereat all goed men rejycing, 
© and mary taking their Model from them, the ||| 
* libe exerciſes of piety were ſet up and practiſed |}. 
* in other places. | So far Baronius. 6 

If ary ſay that this long ard zealous exerciſe 
was not m private bouſes; I Anſwer, Allow us an Fe 
Oratory, as the Pope himſelf alloweg them, and fcc 
we had rather far be there then in private houſes: fc 
Bur tf any that binder ſuch from being pubiick, cc 
ſhall then reproach it for bemg in a leſs publich I}, 
lace, they ſcarce Play fair. The Church cf |« 
land, in the third pajt of the Serm. agamit Ic, 
the peril of idolatry, p. $6, 67. ſaith, © In Wc 
< Maximinian and Conſtantins the Emperours ” 
« Proclamation ,thePlaces where Chriftians re= Wc 
** frred ro publickh Prayer, were called Conven- Ic 
< ricles. | See furtber. a 

But were the Oratorians eſteemed and | 
wed? ImChap.16.0f Nerius's perſecutions,after fil 
he mention of mens rancos and railing that ma= 
ligned bim, it folows, p. 55. tha: © The Pr clate 
that was D:puty of the City, moved by the re- 
* ports of (hem that bore 4 ſpleen to Philip, ſent 
for him, and reprebended him ſharply : Is it not 
a ſhame (ſaith be) that yu who profeſs a con- 

| * remps 


- 
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© temps of the world, ſMuld hunt for pypu'ar, 
hin” a walk through the City guarded 
<& with troopsy with ſuch nets as theſe, fiſhing for 
« Church-preferments.? ] When having ſhrewdly 
« raunted bith with ſuch like expreffions, be pro 
* hibits bim the Pearing of Ganfeſſions for fifteen 
« ayes, and to uſe the cuſtutnes of the Oratory, - 
« but by tenve firſt obtained, or to-land abit 
{© with him any .companies of hn, - thyediling 
« ;empriſonnent © upon. bis difobedience : 'Neirher 
« would be let him depart, ill be put in fecurity 
* for his appearance, ſaying — Come, you da all . 
« Hpdy 4 tÞ2 ghiry of Gad þut to mae a party 

«© for your ſelf. — Mean time while the good man 
«* wa; commending himſelf to God, having in 
* treated divers religious perſons 10 bethn- 
«© ſtant m ade about this bufpne(s, ome. 


« peareth and [aith-—This trouble ſhall be quick- . 
** ly over, and the work that is begun be more. 
p Brongly donfirmed.; they who reſaft now, fhall © 
« aſſiſt hereafter s and if wy ane dare to. 
" »ppoſe 7t any longer, G0 ſhall ſpeedily ge 
'* it on him; the Prelate, that 1s your chefeſt . 
* adverſary, ſhall certainly dye with 15. dayzs.] 
* And it fell out preciſely as he foretold : for - 
* the Prelate (the Pop-s Deputy) relating.che *' 
© proceedings to his Holineſs ſomewhat partially, 
© died ſuddenly, —N6 ſooner was this blaze of 
* perſecution out, but a much frercer/was kimdled. * 
* againſt the Order :- For undey pretext of Piety 
* and Religion, ſamepſſeſſed the Pope that the 
* Preachers of St. Kieroms many times deli- 


c 


* vered things ridiculous and unſound, which ar- 
\ £Hed high indiſcretion or ignorance, and muſt 
needs endanger their bearers. I 


Wu - 


© T would not have troubled you with any «f thefe 
citations, but to let thoſe know that gre offended 
at my veproof of rmpious Mmnilers, that in all. 
places and parties in the world where there is 
wny ſermuggiligence for ſalvation, there are al- 
wayes enemies of the Jong Profeſſian,.-even a- 
. mong the Clergy as well as others. The hindering 
| of Holy Diligence and Seriouſneſs;js the we | 
the Deviland his Inftruments in the'world. The 
prommire it 1s tFe work of Chriſt, and of, his ſer- 
vants. The great aftiens of the World are but 
the corfliftings of theſe two armies, the ſalvation 
of the Conquerors, and the d:mnation of the con- 
quered being the end. By this contending for 
Faith and Holmeſs, and bearing the Croſs, 1 tak- 
wy. felf bound to perform my Covenans-of [ pro-» 
feſſmg-the Faith of.Chriſt crucified,and manfully 
2htmg under his Banner againſt the Devil, the - 
World znd the Fleſh, to my lives end.) R-ader, 
thou art engaged t5 th: liks as well as I, and. 
ſhatt bejudged accordingly, and reap as thou hai X 
fowed.. CHOOSE and'D O 3s thou 
SPEED. - 6b IN | 


(T) 
Ehh44$4$460340345-4444 
__ -**Bedelio. $0+- :; + lib 
F/ bat ſoever thy hand findeth to do;d0it 
with thy might: for there is no wor 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wil: 
dom in the grave whither thou goejt. * 


22>:2 He mortality of man be. * 
+$ > + ing the principal fubjet 
| PO I $$ 2f Solomon in this Chap» 
4 <>. ter, and obferving'that 
=> * wildom and' piety ex= 
empt not men from death, he' firſt. 
ence infers, that Gods Jzve or hatred 
0 one man above another, 15s not to 
e gathered by his dealing with'themn 
&e,whereal/tbings in the common 
ourſe of providence do come alike to 
z{/, The common fin hath introduced . 
| Wcath as a common puniſhment, which 
Pevelleth all, & endeth all the contri- 
ances, bulineflies'and enjoyments of 
his life, to good and bad; andthe _ 
iſcriminating jwflice is not ordinari/ 
FWanifekted here : IO Op wh 


LN 
del would think Solomon were here 
pleading their unmanly impious cauſe: 
But zt z not the ceſſation of the /fe,or 
operations , or enjoyment.s of the {oul 
that he 1s ſpeaking of.,as if there were 
no, life to come, or-the ſoul of man 
were not immortal; Butitis the ceſ- 
ſation of all the aions,and honors,and 
pleaſures of tha life, which to good 
or |. bad fhal] be no more. Here they 
| haveno more reward, the memory of 
them will be here forgotten. They 
have nomore a portion for ever in any 
thing that is done under the Sun, verl. 
5 0. 

From hence he further inferreth, 
that the comforts of life are but ſhort 
and tranſitory , and therefore that 
what the creature can afford, muſt be 
preſently taken; Andas the wicked 
{hall have no more but preſent plea- 
ſures, ſo the faithfal may take their 
lawful comforts in the preſent mode- 
rate uſe of creatures;For if their de- 
lightful goodneſs be of right and. uſe 
to any,it isSto them; And therefore, 


though 


r 
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| though they may zot uſe them totherr 
hurt,to the pampering of their fleſh, 
and ſtrengthening their luſts, and- 
hindering ſpiritual duties benefits, 8 
| falvation; yer muſt they (ſerve the 
| Lordwith joyfulneſs, & with gladneſs 
| of heart,for the abundance of all things, 
'| which he giveth them, Dent.28.47- 
Next,he inferreth from the brevity 
"| of mans life,the neceſſity of ſpeed,and 
| Diligence in his duty. And this is in 
j 


the words of my Text: where you have: 
I. The duty commanded. 2. The reaſon 
or Motzve to enforce it, * 2 
The Duty is in the firſt part;| Fhet- | 
» | foever thy hand findeth to de that 1s, 
whatever work 1s aſſigned thee b 
 Godto do in this thy tranſitory ite 
[do it with thy might | (that-isgT.: 
Speedily, without delay; 2:Diligently, 
and as well as thou art able; and not 
with floathfnlneſs,or by the halves. ) 
2. The Motive is in the laſt part. 
[ For there is no work , nor device, nor 
knowledg,nor wiſdom in the grave whi- 
ther thou goeft] (that is, It muſt be 
B 2 . now 
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ew or-never : The grave, where "thy 
work cannot be done,will quickly end 
thy opportunities.) The Caldee Pa- 
raphraſe appropriates the ſenſe too 
narrowly to works of charity,or Alms; 
ſoever good and almſpiving thou 

ndeſt to do | : and the moving reaſon 
they read accordingly | for nothing 
but thy works of righteouſneſs and mer- 
cy follow thee. | But the words are - 
more general,& the ſenſe 1s obvious, 
contained 1n thele ewoPropolitions. 

Do&.1.The work of this life cannot 
be done, when this life is ended. Or, 
There is no working in the grave,\ to 
Thich we are all taking haſte. | 
| Dot. 2. Therefore while we have 

' time, we muſt do our beſt: or do the 
work of this preſent life with vigour 
and diligence. 

It is from an unqueſtionable -and 
commenly-acknowledged truth,that 
Solomon here urgeth us to diligence in 
duty;and therefore ro prove ?t would 
be but loſs of time. As there are two 
worlds for man to liven and * two 

wes 
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lives for man tolive; fo each of theſe” 
lives hath @ dipancd employment. This 
15 the life of preparation: the next 1s 
the life of our Reward or Puniſhment : 

\ Weare now bur in the womb of eterni--. 
ty,and muſt live hereafter in the oper 
world. We are now but (et to ſchool to - 
learn the work that we muſt do for e- 
ver: This is the time of our epfren- 
tiſhip: we are /earning the trade that 
we mult /ive pon in Heaven. Weryn 
now , that we may then receive the 
Crown : we fight now, that we may 
then trammeph in victory. The Grave” 
hath no perk, but Heaven hath work, 
and Hell hath ſuffering. There s no 
Repentance: unto life hereafters but 
there is Kepentence-unto tarment,and- 
to deſperation. There is no Belteving. 
of a heppineſs unſeen in order to the 
obtaining of it : or of a _—_—_ unſeen 
in order to the eſcaping of it; norbe- 
lieving in a Saviour 1n order totheſe © 
£ends: But there is the fruition of 
Retyineſs which was bere believed. 86 
feeling of the miſery that men would 
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- rot believe ; and ſuffering from him as 
a righteous Fudge, whong they reje&- 
ed as a7terciful Savichr. So that it is 
not all work that ceaſeth at our death: 
but only the work of this preſent life. 
_ And indeed noreaſon can ſhew us 
the /eaſtprobability of doing our work 
when our time1s done that was gzver 
us to do it in. If it can be done, it 
muſt he, 1. by the recalling of our 
Time; 2. by the return of life ; 3. or 
by opportunity in another life : But 
there1s no hope of any of theſe. 

1. Who knoweth not that Time 
cannot be recaled? That which onee 
Was, will be no more. Tefterday will 
never come again. Today 1s paſling, 
and will not return. You may work 
while it is day : but when you have 
loſt thatday,itwill not return for you 
co work in. While your candle burn- 
eth,you may make uſe ofits light:bue 
'when it 1s done.,it 15 too late to ule it. 
' No force of Medicine, no Orators ele- 
gant perffoafions, no worldlings 
wealth, no Princes power, can call 


back 


v& 


back. one day or- hour of time. Tf 
they could, what endeavours would 
there be uſed, when extremity hath 
caught themto value what they now 
deſpiſe? what chaffering would there 
be at laſt, if time could be purchaſed, 
for any thing that man can give, 
Then Miſers would: bring out their 
wealth,and ſay,All this will I give for 
| one days time of Repentance more:And 
Lords and Kmghrs would lay down 
their Honours, and ſay, Take all,and 
let us be thebaſe\t Beggars, if we may 
but have one year of the Time that we 
miſpent!Then Kings would lay down 
therrCrowns,and fay,Let us be equal | 
with the loweſt Subjeits, [owe may but - 
have the Time again that we waſied in - 
the Cares and Pleaſures of the world. 
Kingdoms would then ſeem a con- 
temptible price for the recovery of 
Time. The Time that is now idlzd 8 

talkt away: The Time that is now © 
feafted and complemented away, that 

1s unneceffarily ſported 8 flept away 34. 
chatis wickedly 8& prefumpenouſly 
' B4 find 
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fin'd away ; how precions will it one 
day teem to all ? How happy a bar- 
gain would they think that they had 
made, if at the deareft rates they 
could redeem it? The prophanct 
Mariner fals a praying,wheu he fears 
his Time isat anend.]f importunity | 
would then prevail, how earneſtly 
, would they pray for the recovery of 
tine,that formerly derided praying, 
or minded it not, or could not have 
while, or mocked God with [1p-ſer- 
vice, and euſtomary forms, & feign- 
ed words inſtead of praying ? what 
a Liturgy would death reach the tri- 
fling Time deſpifing Galltants, the 
idle,bufte,dreaming-a@ive, ambiti- 
ous, covetonus Lovers of this world, 
if time could be intreatedco return f 
How paſſhonately then would they 
roar out their requeſts ! | O that we - 
might once ſee the dayes of Hope, and 
Means,and Mercy, which once we ſaw, 
_ andwould not / ee! O that we had thoſe 

dayes to ſpend in penitentidl tears and 


”* prayers, nd holy preparations for an 
of | | endleſs 
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endleſs life, which weſpent dt Cards,in 
needleſs recreations,in idte talk, in bu - 
mouring others, in the pleaſing of our 
Peſh,or in the inordinate cares and 
neſſes of the world ! O that our youthful 
vigour might return | that our years 
| might be renewed | that the dayes WP. - 
ſpent in vanity might be recalled | that 
Miniſters might again be ſent to us pub- 
lickly and privately, with the meſſage of 
Grace which we once made light ef !that 
the Sun would once more ſhine upon us! 
and patience & mercy would -dnce more. 
re-aſſume their work! |If cries or tears, 
or Price or pains, would bring back 
loſt-abuſed Time, how happy were 
the now-diſtrafted,dreaming, dead- 
hearced,and impenitent world! If it - 
would then wg their turn to ſay to 
the vigilant be/zevers | Give us of your 
I,for our lamps are gone out or to cry 
Lord, Lord, open to us\| when the - 
door is ſhut, the fooliſh would be fa- 
ved aswell as the wiſe. Mat. 25. 8, 
10,11. But this i the day of Salvation! - 
this is the accepted Time, 2 Cor. 6. 2... 
B 5 While. 
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While it is called To day, hearken; 
and harden not your hearts, Pſal.95. 
8. Awake thon' that fleepeſt , and 
ſtand up from thy floathfil wilful 
death,anduſe thelight that's afford- 
ed thee by Chriſt, Epþeſ.5. 14. or elle 
the everlaſting utter darkneſs will 
ſhortly end thy Time and Hope. 
2. And as Timecan never be re- 
called,lo Life ſhall never be here reſto- 
red: Job 14. 14. | Ifa mandie, ſhall 
he live (here) again ? All the dayes of 
our eppointed time we mu} therefore 
watt (in faith and diligence) tall our 
change ſball come |One Life is appoin- 
ted us on earth,to diſpatch the work - 
that our everlaſting life dependeth 
on: And we {hall have but Ore. Loſe 
that and all is loft for ever: Tet you 
may hear, and read, and learn, and 


3 pray : but when this Life is ended, ic 


ſhall beſo no more. You ſhall riſe 
from the dead indeed to Fudgement, 
and to the Life that now you are pre- 
paring for, bur never to ſuch a Life 
& ths on earth'; your life is as the 
-rapreg fighting 


(11 
fighting of aBattel,that muſt be won 
or loſt at once, There is no coming 
hither again to mend what 18.done 
amiſs. Overſights muſt be preſently 
correted byRepentance,or elſethey 
are everhſtingly paſt remedy.Now if 
you be not truly converted,you may 
be: If you find that you are carnal & 

miſerable,you may be healed: If you 
are unpardoned, you may be par- 
doned :: [f you are Enemies , you 
may be reconciled: to God : But 
when once the thread of life 1s cut, 
.your opportunities are at an 'end. 
Now you may enquire of your 
Friendsand Teachers, what a poor 
ſoul muſt do that he may be ſaved, 
and you may receive particular in- .' 
ſrudcions and exhortations,and God 

may bleſs them to the illuminating, 

renewing and ſaving of your ſouls: + 
Bur when life is paſt,it-wyll be ſo no 

more, QO then, if deſperate ſouls 

might-but return, and once more be 
tryed with the means of life, what 
Joyful tidings would, it be,! How 
= welcome 


+ 
welcome: would che Meſſenger be 
chat bringeth | it ! Had Hell but ſuch 
an ofter as this, and would «enycryes 
rocure it fre om their righteous 
Fulee, O what a change would be 
among them | How. importunately 
. would they cry to God, | O ſend us 
Once again unto the earth ? Once 
more let us (ee the face of Mercy,and 
hear the tenders of Chriſt & of Sal- 
vation?. Once more let the Miniſters 
offer us their helps, and teach us in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, in publick 
and in private, and we will refuſe 
their help and exhortation no more, 
we will hate them, and drive chem 
away from our Houſes & Towns no 
more: Once more let us have thy 
Word andOrdinances,and try whe- 
ther we will not believe them, and 
uſechem bettes then we did : Once 
more: let us have the help and com- 
pany ofthy Saints,and we will ſcorn 
them,and abuſe them,and perſecute 
them no more; O for the i oy un- 


velableterry of ſuch: a Lite as once 
We. 
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we had! O try us once more with 
ſuch a Lifg, and ſee whether we will 
not contemn the world, and cloze 
with Chriſt, and live as ftri&ly, and 
pray as earneſtly,as thoſe that weha-« 
red and abuſed for fo doing: O that 
we might once more be admitted in-- 
tothe holy Aſſemblies, #nd. have the 
Lords Days to ſpend in the bufmels - 
of our Salvation! We would plead. 
no more againſt the power & purity 
of the Ordinances; We would no 
more call that dy a burden, nor bate- 
them that ſpent it in works of Holi-. 
neſs,nor plead for the liberty of the 
fleſh therein. _ 
I makes my heart even ſhake withe, 
_ in me;to think with what cries thoſe 
damned ſouls wonld ſtrive with God, 
and how they would roar out | O try- 
#s once again, 1f they had but the 
leaf encouragement of Hopy ! Bur it 
will not be,” It mu}t not be! They had” 
their Day, and would not know it: 
They cannot /pſetheir time,and bave- 
it, They had faithful Guides, and 
would; 
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would not follow them : Teachers 
they had, but would not learn. The 
duſt of their feet muſt witne(s againſt 
them, becauſe their entertained 
_ obeyed meſlage, cannot witneſs for - 
them. Long did Chriſt waic with 
the patient tenders of his blood and 
ſpiric; His Grace was long and ear- 
neſtly offered, but could not be re- 
garded and received : And they can- 
not finally refuſe a Chriſt, and yec 
have a Chriſt; Orrefule his mercy, 
and yet be ſaved by it. He that would 
have Lazarus ſent from the dead, to- 
warn his unbelieving Brethren on 
S Earth, no doubt would have ſtrongly 
4 purpoſed himſeff on a reformation, it - 
he might once more have been tried : 
And how earneſtly would he have 
beg'd for ſuch a Trial, that beg'd ſo 
bard for a drop of water ? Luk. 16, 
24, 27, 28. But alas, ſich mouths 
muſt be ſtopr for ever with a | Re- 
member that thou in thy life time re- 
cetvedi thy good things | verl. 25. 

So that it is appointed for all men once 
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to dye, and after that the Judgement, 
Heb.9.27. But there's no return to 
earth again : The places of your a- 
bode, imployment and delight,ſhall 
know you no more, You muſt ſee 
theſe faces of your friends, and con- 
verſe in fleſh with men no more! 
This world,theſe houſes, that wealth 
and honour,as to any fruition, muſt 
be to you as if you had never known 
them. You muſt afſemble here but 
a little while! yeta little longer,and 
we muſt preach,and you muſt hear 1t 
no more for ever. That therefore 
which you will do, muſt preſently be 
done, or 1t will be too late. If ever 
- you wiil-Repent and Believe,it muſt 
be Now. If ever you will be conver- 
ted and ſanAified ic muſt be Now. If 
ever you will be pardoned & recon- 
ciled to God, it muſt be Now. IF 
ever you will reign, its now that you 
muſt fight and conquer. O thatyon 
were wiſe,that you underſtood this; 
and that you would confider your 
latter end, Dent. 32. 29. And thar 

> you 
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you would let thoſe words firk down 
into your bearts,which came from the 
- heart of the Redeemer, as was wit- 
nefled by his tears, Luke 19.41, 42, 
[If thou had# known,even thou,at leat 
in this thy day,the things which belong 
unto thy peace. But now they are hidden 
from thine eyes. ]JAnd that theſe war- 
nings may not be the le(s regarded, 
becauſe you have ſo often heard them, 
when often hearing increaſeth your 
obligation, and diminifheth not the 
truth, or your danger. | 

3. And as there 1s no Return to 
Earth, ſo is there no doing this work. 
hereafter. Heaven and Hell are for 
other work.If the Infant be dead born, 
the open-world will not re:izehim 3 
T hac which is generated, and born 
a beaſt, or ſerpent, will not by all the 
influences of the Heavens, or all tlie 
powers of Sun or Earth, become a 
Man. The ſecond and third concoxt- 
on preſuppoſle the firt; The harve#i 
doth preſuppoſe the ſeed time, & the 


labour of the husbandman., Its now 
that 
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that you muſt ſow,and beredfter that 
you mult reap. Its now that you muſt 
work, and then that younmlt receive 

your wages. Pay | 
Is this believed and confidered by 
the ſleepy world? Alas firs, do you 
live as men chat muſt live here no 
more? Do your work as men that 
muſt work no more,and pray as men 
that muſt pray no more, when once 
y* time of work is ended ? What 
inkeſt chou, poor beſotred finner? 

will God command the Sun toftand 
fill,while thou rebelleſt or forgetteſt 
thy work and him? Doft thou look he 
ſhould pervert the courſe of nature, 
& continue the ſpring and ſeed-rime 
till thou haſt a 77indto ſow ? or that 
he will return the dead-born or miſ> - 
ſhapen Infant into the womb,that 1t 
may be better formed or quickne1? 
Will he renew thy age, and make 
the young again, and call back the 
hours that thou prodigally waſtedt 
on thy lufts and idlene(s? Canft thou 
look for this at the hand of God, 
when 


' . of darkneſs, awake; and live,and hear 
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when Natnre and Scripture aſſure 
thee of the contrary?If not, why haſt $?! 
thou not yet done wich. thy beloved FF 
fins? Why haſt chon not yet begun to NF 
Ive ? Why fitteſt thou ſtill, while thy U® 
ſoul is nn-renewed? and all thy pres f 
parationfor death and judgement 1s Þ 
yetto make? How fain would Satan 
find thee thus at death ? How fain 
would he have leave to blow outth 
candle; before thou haſt entred ingy 
the way of life ? Doſt thou look 
have Preachers ſent: after thee, to 
brmg thee the mercy which thy con- 
tempe here: left behind 2 Wilt thou. 
hear and be converted m the Grave 
and -Hell? or wilt thou be ſaved 
without holineſs? chat is, In de- 
whtof God that hath refolved. it 
ſhall not be. O ye ſons of ſleep,of death; 


the Lord; beforethe Grave and HeM 
have ſhut their mouths upon you! 
Hear 10 »,. leaſt hearing bs too late! 
Hear now, if you will ever hear. Hear 
. now, if you have ears to bear | And ® 

ye 
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Bye ſons of Light, that ſee whatſleep= = 
Jing finners ſeenot, call co them,and 
ring them ſuch apealof lamentations,. 
cears and compaſſionate 1ntreaties, 
as is ſnited.to ſuch a dead and'dole- 
ful ſtate ; Who knows but God :may. 
ble(s.it to awake them ? Ps 
If any of yo be ſo far awakened,as 
to agk.me what Iam calling you to. 
do; My Texttells you in general, Up 
4 and be Doing: Look about you, anc 
ſee what you have:to do, and Do it. 
with your might. . W 


i, Ng thy hand finderh.. 


to do.] That is, whatſoever is a Duty 
impoſed by theLord,whatſoever 82, 
Means conducing to thy own or Qs... 
thers welfare; Whatſnever Neceſſity 
cAleth thee to do,and Opportunity als 
loweth thee to do. ry 
Thy band findeth) that is, Thy _ 
executive powers by the condu&'of_ 
thy. edine is now to doy- 3. 
: | Do it withthy Might : Do'th 7 bel Is 
mt. 1. Triflenot,but do i preſentiy;- 
without unneceſſary Delay. 2,D0.M 
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Reſolutely : Remain not doubtful, un-J 
relolved, un tuſpente,as ifit were yer af; 
queſtion with thee whether thou ; 
fhouldeſt do it, or not... 
3.Doit withthy moſt awakned af] 
fedions, and ſerious intention of the; 
owers of thy ſoul. S/eepineſs and in- | 
ſenile are moſt unſ(uitable 9 ſachþ, 
. works. It 18 a peculiar people :zealone 
good mx yts. Zoaet ren — i 
., edto himlelf, 7.2.14. 
4. Doit with all neceſſary foreca} 
- and contrivance:Not with a dijtrad 
ing, hindering Care; but with ſuch a 
Care as mayſhew that you deſpilt 
not your Maſter,and are Tot regard» 
leſs of his work: And with ſuch a care 
as 3s (uited to the difficulties 8. na» 
cure of the thing.and as 3s neceflary 
to the due accompliſhment. 
5. Doit not floathfully, but viga- 
rouſly and with diligence: Stick not} 
at thy labour : Leſt thou hear | Thou 
micked and l'athful ſervant, Mat. 25: 
26. Hidenet thy band inthy boſom with 
the ſbathfub, & lay nbt, There is a Li |, 


ol 
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In intheway,Prov.26.13,14;The neg 
went Salt Re PIcious, he avs hgs.,7 
he ſbathbful, differ but as one brother 
from anather, Prov. 18.9. As the ſeff- 
murder of the wilfully ungodly,ſo al- 
# the defire of the Hl killeth 
him, becauſe his hands refufe to la- 
Ibour, Prov. 21. 25. The ſoul of-the 
Inggard defireth, & hath nothing; buc 
{the foul of the d7/igent ſhall be made _ . - 
fat,Prov.13 4. Be not ſloatbful in buf 
reſs,but be fervent in ſpirit ſerving the 
Word Rom. 12.11. 
| 6. Do it with Corftancy, & not with 
deftrafive pawſes and intermiſlions, 
for with wearine(s and turning,back: 
ITherighteous ſhall hold on his way.and 
Ye that is of clean hands ſhall be ſtronger 
and ftronger, Job 17.9. Be ſiedfaft, un- 
movable,alwayes abounding in the work 
if the Lord foraſmuch as you know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Eee 
t Cor. 15. 58. Be not weary of well- 
doing: for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if 
ve faint not, Gal.6.9. Theſe fix par» 
ticulars are neceſſary, if you wilt ob 
| , ſerve 
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ſerve the precept in my Text. 

But that miſunderſtanding hinder 
not the performance,l ſhall acquaint 
you'further with the ſenſe, by theſe 
few explicatory calltions. 

I. The Myht and Diligence here 
required,excladeth nor the neceſſity 
of Deliberation and Prudent condud. 
Otherwiſe,the fafer. you go,the fur» 
ther you may go out of the wayzand 
miſ-guided zeal may ſpoil all the 
work, and make it but an injury to 
others or your ſelves, A little 1m-f 


prudence inthe ſeafon, and orvter 


and manner of a Duty, fometimes 
may ſpoil it,and hinder the ſuccels, 
8 make it do more hurt then good. 
- How many a Sermon, or Prayer, or 
reproof, is made the matter of deri- 
fion,and contempt,for ſome impru- 
dent paſſages or deportment ? God 
ſendeth nor his ſervants to be jefters 
oftheworld,or to play the mted-men, 
as Dapid in his aj : We muſt be 
wiſe and innecent, as well as reſo/hte 
and veliant:Though fleſply and "_ 
"0 
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wiſdont be -notdefirable, asbeing 
bur fooliſhneſs with God; yet the wiſe 
dom which is from above,& is firſt pure, 
and then peaceable, and 1s acquainted 
with the lrigh and hidden myReries, 
|| and is juſtified of her-children,muſt be 
the Gute ofall our holy a&ions:Ho- 
lineſs is not blind: 11lumination'is the 
| firſt part of San&ification. Believers 
[| are Children of the light. Nothing re- 
| quirech'ſo much wiſdom as the mat- 
| ters of God, and of- our Satvation. 
Folly.is moſt unſuitable to ſuch ex- 
- cellent imployments, and moſt un- 
| beſeeming the ſonsof the moſt High. 
| Ht is a ſpirit of wiſdohn that animaterh 
all the Saints, 1 Cor. 3. 19.$ 2.6,7. 
Epheſ. 1.8, 17. Col. 3. 16. It is the- 
treaſures of wiſdom that dwell-in 
| Chriſt, & are communicated to his 
members, Col. 2.3. We muſtwalk in _ 
wiſdom toward them that are without, 
Col. 4.5. And- our works muſt be 
ſhewn out of a good Connerl(ation, with 
meekneſs of wiſdom, Jam.3-13. Yer 1 
muſt needs fay, that its More. 1n great 
TE | 
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things then-in ſmall, in the. ſubſtance 
then the -eircurt 


tances5 ma 
Judgement and eftimate of things, and 
{:itable choire & proſecution, then 
in fine expreſſions, or deportment an- 
{wering proud mens expe&ations. 
2. Though you muſt work with 
your might, yet with a diverſity agree- 
able to the quality of your ſeveral 
works. Some works mult be prefer- 
red before others ; All cannot be 
done at once. Thats « fir out of (ea. 
ſon, which in ſeaſon is a . ' The 
greatef, & the mot urgent work muſt 
be preferred. And ſome works muſt be 
done wi th doub/efervour & reſoluti- - 
on, and ſome with leſs. Buying, and 
felling,and marrying,and poſſeſſing, 
and ufing the world , muſt-be done 
with a fear of over-doing,and in a fort 
4s if wedid them not,chough they alſo 
muſt have a necefiary diligence, Cor- 
7-:29, 30531. Gods Kingdovt and 1ts 
Righteouſneſs muſt be of fought Met. 
6.33-And-our labour for the Meat that 
periſþeth, muſt be compatratively:as 


TORE, John 6. 27. 3. Laſtly, 


x, 
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*%., » my 
F -3. Laſtly, it is not'an irregular; nor | 
a (olf-diflurbing,venetions violence that 


is required of us: buta (weert well- _ 
ſetled reſolution, and a delightful - 
expeditious diligence , that makes 
the wheels go merrily*on,” and the 
more eahily get over thoſe rubs and 
dificulcies, that clog and ſtop a 
floathfull ſoul. '* <0 
And now will you lend me the 
aſiftance of your Conſciences, for the 
tranſcribing of thisco dof God 
upon your hearts, and Wing out a 
Copy of this order, for the regula- 
ting of your lives ? | Fhatſoever|] is 
not a word ſo comprehenſive as toin- 
clude any vanity or fin; butſocompre- 
' benſive as to include all ; 
1. (To begin with the Yowe/t; ) 
, The very works of your bodily callings, © 
, mult have d:/igence.In the ſweat of your 
brows you mu}t eat your bread, Gen. 3. 
19. Stx dayes ſalt thou labour, and do 
all that thou haft to do, Exod. 20. 9. 
He'that will not work, let bim- not.eat, 
2 Thefl. 3. -x0, Diſorderly walkers, 
b ufie-bodies,that wil not work with quis 
- + CG 


etneſs, _ 


- " 


(26) 
etne[s,.and eat their own bread, are to 
be avoided & ſhamed by the Church, 
2 Thef]. 3. 6,11, 12,14. Lazy ſervanks 
.are unfaithful to men,and dilobedi- 
.ent to God, who commandeth them 
to obey their Majters according to the 
fleſk (unbelieving, ungodly Maſters) 
in all things(that concerns their ſer- 
vice) @nd that not with eye-ſervite as 
man-pleaſcrs,but in finglene(s of beart, 
and inthe fear of God,doing what ſoever 
they do as totheLord,and nt unto men; 
knowing thMlwf theLordeven for this) 
they ſhall receive.the reward of the inhe-. 
ritance, Col. 3.22,23,24. But be that 
doth wrong ( by (loathfulne(s, or un- 
faithfulneis)ſhall receivefor the wrong 
which he hath done, verl. 25. 
Succeſs is Gods ordinary temporal 
' reward of diligence,Prov. 10, 4.8 12. 
24,27.And diſeaſes, poverty, ſhame, 
diſappointment, or (elf-tormenting 
melancholy , are his uſual puniſh- 
ments of floath. Hard labour redeem- 
eth Tine : you will have the more to 
lay ont on. greater works: T he ſloathful. 
is ſtill behindband, 8 ER muſt I; 
eaVec 


(27) 
teave mack of his work undone.>* 
2. Are you Parents Or Governonrs 
of Families ! yowhave work to do for 
God, and for. your. childrens and fer- 
"Es ſouls : Mo Sale Ay might : 
Deal wiſely, erconſly. & frequently 
with wee ri phe their du- 

ty, and their hopes of Heaven Tel 
them whither they are gomg, and 
whieh way they muſt go :. Make them 
underſtand that they have a bigher 
Father and Maſter that muſt be" firſt 
ſerved, and greater work todo then 
yours. Waken them from their natu- 
ral inſenſibility and floath + Turn not 
211 your family duties into /ifeleſs euſto- 
nary form' (whether extemporate, of 
by rote)ſpeak about Ged,bc Heaven. 
and Hell, aiſd-Holineſs, with that fe- 
10uſne(s. as beſeems men that believe 
what they fay,and would have thoſe 
they ſpeak-to, to beheve at. Falk 
uot gither drowfily, 'or lightly; or 
jeaftihgly 'of ſuch dreadful, or:joys 
Jul, nrexpreſlible chings., Renmem- 
+Iber,that.your families and you;are go 
Bing cothe grave , and tothe world 
"C2 whers 
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where there is no more room for 
your exhortations, There is no Ca=- 
techifing, examining*, or ſerious in- 
ſtruding them in the grave whither 
they and you are going. It muft be 
now or never : And therefore do it with 
your might. The words of God nmiſt 


be in your hearts, and you muſt dili- 


gently teach them to your children,talk; 
ing of them when you ſit in your bouſes, 
when you walk by the way, when you lie 


down,and when you riſe up, Deut. 6.6, 


7, 8. & 11. 18, 15, 20, 

3- Have you ignorant or ungodly 
- neighbors,whoſe milery calls for your 
compaſlion , and rehef? Speak to 
them and help them with prudent d!- 
ligence. Lole not your opportnuni- 
ties: Stay not till Death hath Ropt 
your z:0uths,or ſtopt their ears.Stay 


not till they are out'of hearing, andJ 


taken from your converſe. Stay not 
cill they arez7 Hell, before you warn 
them of it, or till Heaven be Joſt, be- 
fore you have ſeriouſly called. to 
them to remember it. Go to their 
houſes: take all opportunities : ſtoop 

eo 


_ 


| 
co their infirmities : bear with un- 
thankful frawardnels : It 1s for Merrs - 
ſtlvation. Remember there is no 
place for your inſtruftions or exhor- 
tations. 11 the Grave or Hell. You 
duft cannot ſpeak, and their daft can- 
not hear: Up therefore and be doing 
with all your might. : 

4. Hath God mtruſted you with 
theRioches of this world; with many tar 
lents or with few,” by which he look- 

eth you ſhould rejieve theneedy,and 
eſpecially ſhould promote thoſe 
works of piety which are the greateſt 
charity ? Give (prudently, but wit 
lingly and liberally) while you have” 
to give. It is your Gain : The time | 
of market for your ſouls : and of /gy- 
ing up a treaſure in Heaven ; and let- | 
_ ting your money to the moſt gainful 
Lſury: #ndof making yor friends of the 
mammon of unrighteouſneſs;« further- . 
ing your {alvation, by. that. which 
hindereth other: mens, & occafioneth 
their perdition; | As you have opporivi- 
nity,do good to all men, but eſpecially to - 


J | | 
them of the bouſhold 4h th] Gal.6 


(30) 
7, 8,9, 12. | Calf thy bread upon the 
waters:;for thou ſhalt find it after many 
dayes. Give a portion to ſeven andto 
eight ; for thou knoweſt not what - evil 
may beupon the earth] Eccleſ. 11.132. 

[1n the'wtorning ſow thy ſeed;andin the 
evening withhold not thy handfor thou 


,or whether they both ſhall be @fike 
[nod :6. {Wrbbold not g00d from then 
tow is dueywhentt is in the power 
of thy bandto do it:ſay not to thy neighs 
bour,G Go,and come again, and to morr ow 
Twill give, when thou haſt it bythee]' 
Prov.3. 27,28-Layup efonn22hin For 
the time tocome:dogoodbefore thy heart 
be bardened,thy riches blaſted & conſtt- 
.med,thy opportunities _— away part 
with it before it part with thee. . Re- 
member, it muſt be Now or Never : 
There is' no'working tn the Grave.' 


| Power or Intereft, by which you niay 
promote his honour in the world; 8 


rage of Hs maliceHach hemade 


you Grogrnos,and prittlie fort of 
\ £ ® ak th ufticcs 


Knoweſt not whether foal! roſper,this or 


5.” Hath'God intrifted' you with 


gre veal efled, 8& reſtrain the 


| 
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Juſtice intoFour hands}up-then,and 
be doing wich your might. : Defend _ 
the innocent, prote& the ſervants of 
the Lord, cheriſh them that do wel], 
be a terrorto.the- wicked, encourage 
the /hifief obedience to the univerial 
Governor, diſcountenance the brea- 
kersof his Laws: Look not tobe re- 
verenced or obeyed before him, or 
more-carefully chen he:openly maine 
tain-his Truth and. worſhip without: 
tear..or ſhame : Deal genely 'and ten» 
derly with his:lambs and [ittle ones: - 
Search after vice that you may fuc+ | 
cexfully ſwppreſs it, Hate thoſe cemp» 
tations that would draw yor roanafts 
pleaſing; cemporizing, remiſneſs, or 
count enancivg finybut eſpecially thoſe 
that would enſnate you in a corntrover- | 
fe with Heaven,&'in quarrels againſt 
the ways of Kelineſs;or in that ſeifcon- 
founding fin of abuſing and vppofing 
the:people” thatare” moſt rareful to 
pleate the Lord. Your truſt rs great, ; 
& ſo1s youradvantage to. do good; : 
Andhow great witlbe your account, 
& tow dreadful, = you be — | 
MA FY * 
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ful ? As you ſignifie more then hun- 
dreds or. thouſands of the meaner 
ſort,and your aftions do moji good:or 
burt;ſo you muſt expe& tobe accor- 
dingly dealt with;when you-come to 
the impartial, final judgement. Be+ 
friend the Goſpel as the Charter of 
your everlaſting priviledges ; Own 
thoſe that Chriſt hath told you he will 
own.U[ſe them as men that are ready 
to hear,| Ineſmuch as you did it to; one 
of the leait of theſe myBrethren,you did 
it into me} Mat.25. Know not @ wick- 
_ edperſon : but let your eyes be on the 
faithful of the land,that they may dwel 
therein, and lead a quiet and.peaceable 
life, in all godlineſs and honeſty, Pal. 
301, 1 Tim. 2.2. | Let thoſe that, work. 
the ves theLord,be with you wit bout 
fear] 1 Cor. 16. 10. Remember.chat 
it is the Charafer of a Phariſee-and 
Hypocrite, to ſee the mote of the non+ 
' obſervance of aCeremeny,or tradition,or 
ſmaller matter of difference inReligi» 
on , in their Brothers eye, and not to 
ſee-the beam of Fnpecrifie , - Injuſtice, 
and malicious cruel, oppoſition ofChrilt 
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and his Diſciples, in theirown eyes: | 
And that its the brand of them. that ] 
Pleaſe ndt- God, that are filling | 
fins,0n « homGodsxrath-i is comingts. | 
the utmo}, to perſecute the ſervantsof. 
the Lord, forbidding'them to Prpach- to © 
the people that they might be ſaved, 
- £ Theti. 2. 15, 16. I 
 - Learnwellche ſecond;and the hun= | 

dred and firſt Pialm : Andwrite theſe . | 
ſentences on. jour walls and doors; as {| 
anAncidote againſt ehar ſelf-undoing | 
fin : Mat. 18. 6. Whoſoever ſhall offend 4 
one of theſe litt]e ones which believe In | 
me,it were better for him that a milftone | 
were hanged about his neck;antthdt he 
were drowned in the depth of the Sea.] 
Zach. 2. 8. | He that touehetb: youts 
toueheth the apple of his eye] Rom. 14, | 
1, 2. and 15. 1. | Him that is wea In 
the faith, recetve you: but not to dowpt= - 
ful diſputations. ----- For God hath "i 3 
ceived hin | Mat..10. 40, 41, 42, 
[ Hp that receiveth you, receiveth mes, 
and be that receiveth me,receiveth him- 
that ſent me. He that receiveth a righ= 
reons Man in the name of. & righteous | 
'& J _ mMih. 
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#tan;. fhall receiue __ mans 
rewards And mhoſo ſhall give to drink, 
toone of theſe little ones, 4 cup of col 
water: :only-in the 'name of a Diſciple, 
- Verily Lfay wito you; be ſhall in nowiſe 
boſe bis;yeward, |. If you Joveinot the 
Godly, love your (elves (lo far as.to 
ſuch lelf-love is poflible) wound nat 
your own bearts, to make their 

s \bleed. Damn. nat your fols , 
(and that by. the (wref?, nearejt way) 
that you-miay hurt-tbeir bodies. Pro» 
voke not' God to thruf? you from his 
preſence, and deny your ſuits, by 
yonr dealing fownh tbem. : ſtop nor 
your on 2ouths, when your miſery 
| willbeſpeak.' your lowdeft cryes for 
mercy by your ftopping the mouths 
of the ſervants of the Lord, and 
refuling to hear their requeſts for 
juſtice... If you 'bave the Serpents 

enmity” againſt the- womans: (eed., 
you muſt expe& theSerpents doom; 
Tour beads will be bruiſed, when you 
have bruiſedtheir heels, Gen. 3. 15- 
Kick, not agatnhfi the pricks, Aﬀts 9: 
| Let not bryars and thorns ſet thems 
Zo (elves 


"ene (33) | 
elves inbgttel azainft the Lord, left be 
8 thereffethrough them, burn them 
togethergl{ai'27. 4. | 
- 1 ſpeak'nor any of this by way of. 
&6enſation,' or diſhonoreble reflexion on WM 
the Mepifiaie. Blefled be God thar * 
hath giver us the comfort of your da 
fence. But knowing what the Temps. W 
cer aimech at, and where it 1s that ll 
your danger lieth,; & by what means Wh 
therulers of the earth þave been un- 
done, faithfulneſs' commandeth me 
rotel{ you of the ſnare,and toſet be- 
fore you good & evil, as ever I would 
eſcape the guilt of betraying you by Wl 
flattery, or cruel arid” cowardly fi- © 
lence. "7 o 
-” And efpecnally whert” your Maegi= 
ftraty is bat annuel,or for a ſhort time, 
it concerneth you to be doing with. 
your -might. It i but this year, or” 
fhort ſpace of time, that you have ts * 
do this fpecial ſervice in. Lofe this 
and'loſe-all, By what men orv earth 
fhonkd God be eminently ſerved ﬆ 
honoured, if not by Magiftrates},. 
whom he hatt' eminently advanced. 


Like. 
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impowred, and intruſted? With 
conhiderate foreſtght, fſeriou(ly ask. 
your ſelves the queſtion, Are you 
willing to hear, at the day of your 
accounts, that you had bur are years, 
or afew,todo God ſpecial ſervice ing 
and that you kvew this,and yet would 
_ not doit ? Can your hearts bear it 
then,to hear and think,that you /oft, 
& witfully lofi ſuch an opportunity 2 
Look about you taen,and ſee what 1s 
to be done. Are there not Ale-hou/es, 
co be luppreſt, and drunkards & rio- 
tous perſons to be-reſtrained ; Prea= 
ching and Piety to be promoted?Do it 
with your mBgþt :. F or it muſt be Now 
or Never. 89712) 

6. Tocome yet a little nearer you, 
and ſpeak of the work that is yet. to 
be done in your own ſouls ; Are any 
of you yet in the tate of unrenewed na- 
ture, born only of the feſh, and not 
of the Spirit, Joh. 3. 3, 5,'6. mind- 
ing the things-of the fleſh, and not the - 
things of the Spirit 2 Rom.8.1,5,7,9, 
13. & conſequently yet in the power 
of Satan, taken captive by him at no 
Witty 


| 


| EME-,2 
will, A&. 26. 18.2 Tim. 2. 26,27, VÞ 
and be doing, if chou love thy 100l;/ Jt, 
cthou.care whether thou be-in Foyor 
miſery for ever,bewzil thy fin and fpis 
ritual diſtreG': Make out to Chriſt, 
cry mightily tohint for his fenewmg | 
and reconcyling pardonang grate: | 
plead his aRishadion, his merits & | 
his promiſes;: Away: with thy / re+ | 
bellion, & thy beloved fin-; Deliver . Wh 
up-thy ſod entirely to, Ghriſt;cto'be W 
lanQifed ,- governed 'and ſaved by . 
him. -Make no.more demiurs about 
it 3 it is nota matter tobe-queſtions 
ed,:or trifed in. Let the: earth be 
acquainted with. thy bended knees 5 
andthewy with thy conp/aints and 
cries,;$ men with-chy confeſſions-antl 
enquiries after the way of j1ie 3 ant 
beaven with. thy. ſorrows, defites aid We 
relolutions, -till thy ſoul be acquains W 
ted with.the Spirit of Chriſt, (Rom. Wl 
9) and with the new, the: boly.amd : 
beavenly nature ; and thy-heart have 
received the tranſcript of Gods Law, 
the impreſs of the Coltel and ſo the : 
Image of- thy Creator and —_—_ 
Y pp _T. y þ 
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Ply this work: with al! thy might: For 
there is no Converſion, Renovation, or 
Repent ance unto. life in the gracewhi- 
ther thou goeſt, It 'muſt be A'ow, or 
Neuer. And: Never [aved, if Never 
ſandified, Heb. 12. 14.7 1 1 

- 7. Haſt thou any prevailing ſir! to 
mortifte, that either reigneth in thee, 
er: woundeth' thee and keeperh thy 
ſonl:in| darknefs and nnacquainte 
neſs with God? Afﬀaujr'it reſolately; 
| RejeQ it fpeedily : Abhor 'the'me- 

tions of it: Turn away from'the 

perſons or things that would entice 

chee. Hate: the doors of the Harlor, 
and of the Alehouſe, or the pains 
houſe :” and go not as the'Ox #9the 
ſlaughter, and as a birdto the fowlers 
ſhare, and asa fool to the corfeiion of 
the ſtocks,as if thou kneweſt not that it 
is for thy life, Prov. 7.22, 23. Why 
choubefooled ftapid ſoul.! wilt tho 
| beteafting of 'the poyfonied cap ?- welt 
thou be'g/atting thee'with the' Þait? 
Haſt thou 70 where to walk or play 
thee, bnt at the brink of Hell ? Mujt 
not the fleſh be crueifiedwith tts afeti= 

wy | Po 


039) Y 
ons.and Tufts Gal. 5; 24+ Matic not” 
be tamed. and mortified; or tliy-foul 
condemned ?- Rom. 8.13. 10C07. 
27. Ru: not therefore as dt uncert alnty: © _ 
fight not as one thut beat#the air; veb. 
26... ſeeing this Mut be dohegor BO © 
art undone,. delay and dally” with. . 
finno longer :. Let this be the day: 
reſolve,aad relift it with thy might-; 
It muſt be Now or Never;wher death - 
comes, it is toolare. Tt. will bethen. 
no reward:to leave thy finnge,” which 
thou canſt keep no longer : > No part: 
of Holineſs or happine(s, chae'thon 
art not drunk,. or-proud, or laſtful- WW 
inthe graveor hell. As thou arewMe- Wh 
therefore know and take thy Time.. WM 
8. Art thou in a deelhwed* Japſed 
fiate? decayed in grace?” Haſt chon. 
loſt thy firſt defires and love7do thy: 
firjt works, and do them with. tþy- . 
might. "Delay not, "but rettjemt 
from. whence thow art fallen, and. 
what thou haſt loft by it; and Inte” 
how fad a caſe thy folly and'neghs - 
| gence hath brought thee: fay; TI'wilt ; 
go and return to.my firſt bughitttd #for- | 
Toth "Þ 
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then was it better with me then now; 
Hoſ..2; 7. Cry out with Fob 29.2, 3. 
4,5. [9G that I were as in moneths 
pajt! as in the dayes when God preſer- 
ved me | when his cand/e ſhined upon 
My bead, ani when by bis light Iwalke * 
ed through, darkneſs. As T was in the 
dayes of my youth, when the ſecret of 
God was on My Tabernacle, when the 
Almighty was yet with me,----»-- | 
Return while thou'ha+ day, leſt the 
night ſurprize thee ; Loyter and:de« 
lay no more; thou haſt loſt by ie 
already : thou art far behind hand; 
Beſtir thee therefore with all thy. 


Might. 


\ $- Art thon in the darknefe-of ,|, 


wncertainty concerning thy converſion, 
and thy ever/aſting ſtate ? Doſt thou 
not Yate whether thou be-tn a-ſtate 
of lifeor death? and what ſhould 
become of thee, if this were the day 
or bour of thy change? If thou arc 
careful about it, and enquireft , and 
uſet the means that God hath ap- 
pointed thee for aſſurance : I have 

then no more to lay to thee at 

ut 


(41). 
but, wait on God, and thou ſhals 
not be diſappointed or aſhamed ! 
Thou ſhalt have affurance in-due 
time, . or he. ſaved before thow 


wouldſt believe thow-ſhould be fas 


ved. Be patientand obedient,;and 
the light of Chriſt will ſhine upon 
thee, and yet thon ſhalt ſeethe days 
of peace, But if thon art careleſs 
in thy, uncertainty, and mindeſt, not 
lo great. a bulneſs,, be awakened 
and call thy ſou} co. its, accopnes 
Search and examine thy heats and 
life : Read, and conſider, and £: 
advice of faithfal Guides,, C 
thou careleſly fleep, and laugh, and 
ſport, and. follow thy Jeffes. bun 
nels as if thy Salvation were; made 
ſure, when thou knoweſt- not where - 
__ thou mult dwell for ever ? Exanming 
your ſelves whether you.be in the 
faith; prove your elves ; Yor 
your own ſelves , that Chriſt: .is I 
you except. you - are reprobates #/ 2 Wh 
Cor. 13. 5. Give all diligence (in WW 
time) to make. your calling |and. ex. 
lefiion. ſure;2 Pet. 1.40% In the Goeve, 
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and Hel there is no making ſire 
of Heaven: you are then. paſt 
enquiries and | ſelf-examinations, 
m1 order to any recovery or -hoÞe: 
| Another kind of tryal will- Gnally 
reſolve you.” Up therefore: and dili- 
geritly'ply che. work: ic muſt be Now 
or Never. 

10;In all the duties of thy Profeſ- 
fort of- Fiety,  Fuftice, or Chavity, to 
God, thy ſelf, ov others, uprand” be do- 
ing' with thy might. Art- thou (eok- 
ing t6 haflame thy ſoak with 7veto 
God ?: plunge thy ſelf -in-elis Ocean 
of his /ove; admire” his 'mercies; 
azecupon the repreſentartions© of 
is-trariſcendent goodnefs's O tft? 
and'ſe> that the. Lord 'is gracious! 
Remember that he- miſt be /oved 
with allthy heart, and ſoul and might, 
banſt wif poitr- our thy- love upon 
x 6reatiire;) and (give: Vile a few Ber: 
FereUrops to God 2: 
© When-thaw art Fharing* him, ” 
lits Fear topimind thy Toul, and: com- 
quer'sl] rhe fea; of rhan. *'* *' 
"When thou rt Trufting him, dv 

it- 


"T0 
jv without diftruſt; and caſt all thy 
eare and thy (elf upon him 5 T 
him as a- creature: ſhould 'truſt bis 
God, and the! members' of Chriſt 
ſhould truſt 'their- Head and dei 
Rodeomer. 1 | 
* When'thoun 'art Baking 'mentioh 
of his great and dreadful nam, 
_ doit with. Reverence;. and awe. af 
ddmirat ion » Arid take not the nant þ 
* Godin vain,. 
- When” thou 'are Reading: Bas Ward; 
letthe Majeſty of the Author, atil- 
the greatnelF of themarter, and tfit- 
Oraviry :of the ftile;* poſſeſs Mi 
with" an obedientiat- fear; T5ve 
and let it be ſweeter” to: 
the honey=-comb,' and" pre 
then thouſands of "Gold and Silver... 
Reſolve to do what there-thou Mo} 
deſt tobe the* will >of God: When 
thou TOW ry 
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fervonr of thy prayers ſhew that 
cs God himſelf that thou art (pea- 
king to: that . its Heaven it [elf 
that thon are praying, for; Hell 
it ſelf thatthou art praymg to be 
ſaved from. Wile tho - be dull 
and ſenſle(s on fuch an errand to 
the Living God 7 Remember 'what 
heth upon thy failing or prevailing : 
and that ic muſt be Now' or Ne» 
ver. L 
: -Artthou a Preacher of the. Goſpe!, 
and takeſt charge of the ſouls of 
men? Take heed to thy ſelf and to the 
whole flock, , over which the Holy Ghoft 
bath made thee an Overſeer , IO feed 
the Church of God,which he bath pur- 
chaſed with his own blood. Let not 
the blood of ſouls, and the blood 
thao purchaſed them', be required 
at thy hands, Acts.20. 28. Ezek. 3+ 
18, 20.. Thou art;charged before God, 
and the. Lord Jefus Chri, who ſhall 
Judge the quick and the dead at: his ap- 
bearing and bis Kingdont , that thou 
preach the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon 
and ous, of ſeaſon; reprve» ibs 
+ 148 k a | 
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and exhort, with all long-Jujer ng RF 
and dofirine, 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. Teac 
every Man , and exhort every man, I 
Gol. 1. 28. Even night and day with 
tears, Ads 20. 31. Save men with 
fear, pulling them out. of the fire, os 
Cry aloud : 4 vp thy voice like a 
trumpet; tell them of their tranſ= | 
greſſions, Ia. 58. 1. Tet thou art alive, | 
and they alive: yet - thou haſt {a 
tongue, and they have ears : Fhe 
final ſentence hath not yet cut off I; 
their hopes. Preach therecore, and. W: 
Preach with all thy Might. Exhort ' 
them privately and perfonally with W 
all the ſeriouſneſs thou canſt. Quick-. I 
ly, orit wil be too Zate. Prudently; 
© or Satan will over-reach thee +: Fer- W- 
vently, or thy words ate like to be WW 
diſregarded : Remember when thou - 
lookeſt them in the faces, waen 
thou beholdeft che Aſſemblies, thae I; 
They muſt be Converted or Condens WW 
ned ; ſandified on Earth, er tormens Wi 
_tedin Hell; and that this is the Daly, Wi 
It muſt be Now or Never. _ ' © MW 
In a word, Apply this quickening 
, Ppre- : 
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Irecept to 2! the dnties of thy Chriz 
ſtian courle. Be Religious and Fuji, 
and Charitable in good [aaneſs, it you 
would be taken for ſuch when'you 
Jook forthe reward, Work out your 
ſaluation with fear and trembling , 
Phi). 2. 12.. Strive to enter in at the 
ftrait gate ; for Many ſhall (eek toenter 
-and ſhall not be able, Mat. 7. 13. 
"Lok, 12. 24. Many run, but few re- 
ceive the prize: ſo run that you May 
obtain, 1 Cor. 9. 24. -If the Righte- 
ous ſcarcely be ſaved , where ſhall the 
ungodly and the funner appear ? 1 Pet, 
4. 18. Let the doting world deride 
your diligence, and” (et themſelves 
to hinder and affiict you; Jt will 
be but a little while before expe- 
' Fience change their mjads, and 
make them ſing another ſong. Fol- 
low. Chriſt fully : Ply| your work, 
and- loſe no time, The Judge 1s 
coming. Let not words nor any 
thing that, man can do, prevail with 
on To fit down, or ſtop you: in a 
journey of {ſuch 1mportance. "Pleaſe 
God , though fleſh, and ——_— 
an 
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and. all.the world ſhould Le. dif 


pleaſed. Whatever come of your 
reputation, or Eſtates, or Lt- 
berties,, or Lives, be ſure y: 
look . to. Life,, Eternal, and. ca 
not that on any hazara, for. a wi- 
thering flower, or a pleaſant dreamy 
or a picture of. commodity, or any 
vanity that the Deceiver can |pre- 


ſent, For what ſpall it profit you ta wit 
the world, and loſe your Joul # Matt : 


26, Or to have been. honoured x 
obeyed on earth, when you are uns» 
« der the wrath of God- 1n Hell? Of 
that your flefh was once provide 


with variety of delights, when its * 
| turned to rottenneſs,.and muſt he . 


raifed to.torments ? Hold on there- 
fore in Faith, and Halineſs , | an 

Hope, though Earth and Hell hou] 

rage againſt you; though all-the 
world by force ar flatxery, ſhould da 
the.worſt they: can to; bynder you; 
This.1s Ei; arfare 
the refiltins of decentyand of all't 
would tempt. yan to conſent. to 
means of your own deſtruction; 
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Conſent nat, and you conquer; con= 
quer, and you are crowned. The 
combat 1s all about your Wills; 
Yield, and yon have loſt the day. If 
the prating-of ungodly fools, or the 
contemptuous jears of hardned/fin- 
*ners, or the frowns of unſanRtified 
Superiours could prevail againſt the 
x *oo of Chriſt, and the workings 
of an enlightened mind, then whac 
man wonld be ſaved? You deſerve 
damnation, if yon will run into it 
to avoid a mock, or the Toſs of any 
things that man can take from you, 
You are unmeet for Heaven if you 
can part withit to ſave your purſes. 
Fer not them that can' kill the body, 
and after that hare no more that they 
,can do : but fear him that can deft-oy 
both ſoul and bedy in Hell, Mat. 10. 
28. Luk. 12. 4, 5. Obey God,though 
all the world forbid you. No powet 
can ſave you from ts: Juſtice : Arid 
none of them 'can [deprive you of 
his Reward. Though you loſe your 
Heads, yor ſhall ſave your Crowns : 
You no way ſave” your lives focer- 
f tainly 
® 
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cainly , as by ſich lofingchem, Mat. . 
10. 39. Onething is neceſſary: Do that 
with (peed, and care, and diligenc 
which: Mat be done, or you areſo 
for ever. They that arenow againſt 
your much and earneſt praying,will 
ſhortly cry as loud themſelves in 
vain; When it 1s too late, how fer- 
vently will they beg for mercy, that 
now deride you for valuing & ſcek- 
ing it in time! But ther they hal! call 
upon God but he will not an(wer : they 
ſhall ſeek him early, but ſhall not fin 
him : For that they bated knowledge, 
and did not chooſethe fear Fibe Lord: 
They would none of bis counſel, but diſ- 
piſed all bis reprovf. :] Prov. 1. 24, to 
che end. 

Lp therefore & work wich all thy 
might. Let anbelievers trifle,that know 
not that the righteous-God 'ftands 
over them, - and know not that they 
are now to work for everlafitig;and 
know not .thdt' Heaven or H Bar; 
the end; Let themdelay,& Ein 
play;8& dream away their T | 
Weng ; 
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with fleſhly lufts and pleaſures, and ' 
have loſt their reaſon in the cares, 
and deluſions, and vain glory of the 
world. - But hall it be > with thee 
whole eyes are opened, who ſeeſt the 
God, the Heaven, the Hell , which 
they do but hear of as unlikely things? 
Wiltthou /ive awake,as they that are 
aſleep? Wilt thou qo inthe day-light,as 
they do in, the dark?(hall Freemen live 
us Satans ſlaves ? (hall the /iving lie as 
ſtill 8 uſeleſs as the dead ? Work then 
while it is day,for the night 1s coming 
when none can work, Fohn 9. 4. 

It is not the works of the Moſaical 
Law, nor works that are \conceited 
for their proper value to-deſerve any 
thing at the hands of God,that IT am 
all this while perſwading you to:Bur 
it 15 the works preſtribed you by 
Chriſtin the Goſpel, according to | 

which you ſhall be ſhoxtly, judged: to 
Joy or miſery by Chrift himſelf, :that 
wull call you to account Theſe muſt 
ye bedong with all your RR 2 
. Objed. But (you'l fay perhaps). 
"re Might have we ? We bave 


wt * Mw 
no ſufficien our ſelves 4 without © 
Rt jo 19 F nothing ! And this we 
find at it comes to the trial.” © ''*' 
An). 1.1t 1s not a might chav 1$O- 
rignally thine Own, that I am calling 
thee to exerciſe : but that® which 
thou haſt already received from God, 
and that which he is ready to beſtow. 
Liſe well but all the MizHt'thow haſt, 
and thou ſhale find thy labour is nve | 
in vain. Even the frength of nature, } 
and of common Gface, are Talents 
which thon muſt improve. LET 
2. Art thou willing to uſe | 
_ thou haſt, and to have mg 
uſe it if thou badit it } If i 
a; thou haſt then the dcengient 
Chriſt: Thou ftandeft nor, and } 
workeſt not. by thy own "frengrts: 
His promiſeis engaged to thee, and 
his. ſtrengeh is fifficient for: thee. 1 
But if thowar e willing, chou art - 
without excul when thou badft 
Heaven and et open in the. - 
word of Oe xo makethee Allie, 
God will . diſtinguiſh - chy: bo IYlnefs 
hee ens 15 i —_— 
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3.'Thereis more Power in all of 
you then you- ule, or then you are 
| well awareof.]t wanteth but awake- 
Ang &@ bring it into aft, Do you 
aothnd in your Repentings, that the 
change is more in your Will then in 
Jar Power? and in the awaking of 
your il and Reaſon into at, then 
in the addition of meer abilities 2? 
and that therefore you befool your 
felves for your {ns & your negledts, 
\ & wonder that you had no more uſe 
.of your underſtandings ? Letbuta 
| Korm at Sea, or violent ficknelſs, or 
approaching death , rowle up and 
| n the powers which you have, 
and-you will find there was much 
-more  alleep in you then you 
uſed. 

- I ſhall therefore next endeavour 
eo awaken your abilities, or tell you 
how you ſhould awaken them. 

When your ſouls are drowſie,and 
yon are forgetting your God, and 
© -yolit latter end, and the matters of 
_ 'Eqernity;have lictle force and ſayour 
with you; when you grow lazieand = 
s 4! | c , 


Sit 
| bo 1 ' ' 
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ſuperficial, and religion ſeggis @ life« Þ 
leſs thing; and you do your duty as 4 
if it were in vain or againſt our wils, | 
when you can loſe your time, and 
delay repentance, arid friends, and- 
roht , and reputation, and plea=- | 
ure can be heard againft the \ jk x 
of God, and take youoff when yo 
do all by the halves, and langunſh in 
your Chriſtian courſe, as near to- } 
death ; Stir up your ſouls with the wu-- þ 
gency of ſuch Bueſtions as thele.: | 
Qu, x. Can 7 do nomore-then this 
for God | Who gave me all? Who 
deſerverh all 2 Who ſeeth me in my - } 
cities and my fins? When he puts -} 
me purpoſely on the trial, what I can 
do for tizs fake and ſervice, Can de *7 
no more? Canli love him no more ? 
and obey, and watch, and work no 
more ? 2 ; 


Q'. 2. Can Tdo no more then this-] 
for Chriſt? For him that vid ſominch. :; 
for me ? that lived fo exattly; obey=: * 
£d (o perfe&ly ; walked '(o anole: 
fively and meekly ; deſpitingati 
betts, and bonoars, and riches of ene. 
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World? gþat loved me to the deaths 
and vffereth me freely all his bene- 
nehts, and would bring me to ecer- 
nal Glexy, Are theſe carelels, cold 
and a oadetron my beſt return 
for all this mercy ? ES, 

"Qu. 3. Can I do no more, when my 

alvation is the prize ? when Heaven 
or Kell depend much on 1t? when I 
know This before-hand, and may ſee 
1n.the glafle of the holy Scripcures, 
what 1s prepared for the diligent and 
the reg/gent, and what work there is 
and. will be for ever in Heaven and 
Hell on thele accounts? Could I noe 

domore, if my houſe were on fire, 
- or my eſtate, or life, or friend in 
danger, then I] do for my ſalvation? 

Qu. 4. Can I do no more for the 
ſouls of men ? when they are undone 
for ever if they be not ſpeedily de- 
livered ? Is this my love and com- 
paſhon to my neighbour, my ſer- 
vant, freind or child? 

Qu, 5. Can I do xo more for the 
Church of God ? for the publick 
good? for the peace and welfare w 
LE £4 0 | nc 
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the Nation and our proſperity ? in . 
ſuppreſſing ſin? in praying for des. 
liverance? or in promoting Works. 
of publick benehe ? 
Qui. 6. Can I do'no more," that have. 
loytered ſo long? and go no faſter,” 
that have {lept till the evening of * 
my daies, when Diligence - muſt be © 
the difcov ery of my Repentance ? '* , 
Qu. 7. Can I do no more,that know . 
not now but I am doing my laſt ? T hat” 
ſee how: faſt my Time makes haſte, 
and know I muſt be quickly gone ?* 
that know it-muſt be row or never: 
and that this is all the time I ſhall 
| have, on which an endleſs life de- 
pendeth'? : 
Q"r. 8: Can I ds no better, NOPE J 
I know before hand, what different af ©: 
peits diligence and negligence will have, ' 
to the awakened ſout in the review? | 
What per cen it will be ac death 
and judgement, to be ableto fay, I ; 
did my beſt, or loytered not-aWay - 
the tine I had ? And what a-vex 
tious and heart-difquieting' chil he 
willthen be to look back on tinte as - 
2 4 _ 


E:- 


(56) 

wrrecoverably loſt, and on a life of 
tryal, as caſt away upon imperti- 
nences, while the work that we li- 
ved for lay undone? ſhall I now by 
erifling prepare ſach griping and 
tormenting thonghes,for my awake» 
ned conſcience ? 

Q'1. 9. Can I dv no more, when I 
an (ure I cannot dotoo much, and am 
| ſare there is nothing elſe to be prefer- 
” red? andChat its this | live for: and 
that life is for a&ijon, ahd diſpoſeth 
thereunto ; (and holy life for holy 
ation) and that its better not hve, 
thennot attain the ends of living 
when I have ſo many and unwea- 
rie4 enemies; when fſloath is my 
danger, and the advantage of my 
enemy ; when 1] know that Reſol- 
tion and Vigorous diligence, 4s ſo 
* neceflary thac al! is loſt without it ; 
will temptations be reſiſted, and ſelf 
denied, and concupiſcence mortifi- 
ed, and fleſhly defires tamed and 
ſubdued, and fin caſt out, and a holy 
communion with Heaven maintain- 
ed with idleneſs and (loath ? will fa- 

milies 
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milies be well ordered,and Charch, 
or City,or Country well governed? | 
will the careleſs finners that am 
bound to help, be converted and _ 
ſaved, with fitting ſtill, and with _ 
ſome heartleſs cold endeavours? © 
> Qu, 10. Can TI do no More thit | 
have (o much help ? that have mers * 
cies of all forts encouragingme,and }. 
creatures attending me ; that tiave 
health to enable me, or'afli&ion to -_ 
remember and excxe me; that have - 
ſuch a maſter, Wh a work, ſuch a 
reward as better cannot be defired; 
oleft : 


who 15s lefſe excufable for ne 
then]? | 
!. 11. Could T do no more, if T- 

were jure that my (alvation lay-on this - 
one duty ? that according to this 
prayer, it ſhould go with me for ever; 
or if the ſou] of my ehild, or ſervant, - 
or neighbour muſt ſpeed for ever, © 
as my endexvours ſpeed with themr * 
now for their converfton? for ought */ 
] know it may be thus. —W. 

Qu. 12. Would I have Gad+eo ® 
come with the ſpur and ro&? How-* 
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do | complain when affliftion ts np- 
me? And. will ] neither endure 
It, nor be quckened without it? 1s 
ic not better mend my pace, and 
work On ea{ier tearms ? 

I would not have diſtreſſed ſouls 
ro uſe theſe connderations meerly 
ro diſquiet themielves for their 71+ 
firmitzes, and ſo live in heavineſs and 
lelf-vexation , becauſe they cannot 
be as good as they dehfire, or do as 
mich and as well as they thould do : 

It is not deſpair that will mend the 
matter, but make it worle : But [ 
would wiſh the lazie {loathful ſoul to 
plead theſe Queſtions with it (elf, 

and try whether they have no gick- 
ning power, if cloſely wo and 
{erioully con{idered. 

Believe ir, Sirs, it 15 the deceit- 
fulneſs of proſperi ity that keeps up 
the reputation of a flathful life, and 
makes holy di/igence ſeem unneceſſary. 
When. affirtion comes, awakened 
reaſon 1s aſhamed of this, and (eeth 
KK 2541 odtous thing. 
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BY this time yon _ fee, whit 
difference there is, between the 
judgement of God, and of the world ; 
and what to think of the under- 
ftandings of thoſe- men , (be th 
high or low , learned or ariel) 
that hate or oppoſe this holy dilt- 
gence. God bids ns ove, and ſeek. 
and ſerve him, with all our heart, . 
and ſoul, and might : And theſe 
men cal} them Zealots, and Prect- 
fans, and Puritans that endeavour it 5 
tho:1gih, alas, they fall exceeding 
ſhore, when they have done their 
beſt, It is one of the moſt wonder= 
fill monſtroſities and deformiries .; 
that ever befel the nature of man, © 
that men,that /ezrne4 men,chat men 
that in other things are wiſe, ſhould * 
ſerioufly think that the urmoſt dili- 
gence to obey the Lord and faveour 
foils, 1s need!eſs; and that ever they 
ſhould rtakeirfor a crime, an make 
ic a matter of reproach: That rhe. 


ſertons. diligent obeying of Gods Eams, ® 


ſhowed: be rhe marter of the com- I 
mon. 
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mon diſdain. and hatred of the 
world ; that no men are more gene- 
rally ebhorred, and toſt up and down 
by impatient men; that great and 
{mall,theRulers and the vulgar rab- 
ble, in' 7oft places of the earth can- 
not endure them: To think how 
the porn that ever was born in- 
to the world, did hate his own brother 
till he had proceeded to murder 


" him becauſe he ſerved God better + 


then himſelf, [ Becauſe his own works 
were evil, and his brothers righteous, 
1 Jolr. 3. 12. And how conſtantly this 
horrid unnatural madneſs, hath ſuc- 
ceeded and raged in the world from 
Cain until this day ! Itis not1n vain 
- thatthe Holy. Ghoſt addeth, in the 
next words, 1 foh. 3.13. | Marvail 
not my brethren, if the world hate you | 
implying that we art apt to marvail 
at it ; as confeſſe I have oft and 
#reatly done. Methinks,it is ſo won- 
derful a plague and tain in Nature, 
that it doth very much to confirm 
me of the-truth of Scripture ; of the 
doctrine of mans fall, and original 
fn, 
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ſin, and the neceflicy of a Re 
and of renewing grace. 
Diſtrated miſerable ſouls ! is it 
not enough for you to refufe your. 
own ſalvation; bue you muſt bear; 
gry withal chat will not imitate you?” 
Is it not mad enough, and bad &- 
nough to chooſe damnation, but you 
mult be offended withal that are por: 
of your mind! If you will not be- 
lieve God, that without Regenera- 
tion, Conver fron, Holineſs, and a 
Heavenly Spiritual life, chere is no 
Salvation to be hoped 'for(Fobn 3-35 
5, 6. Mat. 18. 3- Heb. 12.14. Rovt. 
8.9, 13. Ow. 5; 17.) mnſt we all 
be unbelievers with you ? if yu wil 
laugh at Hell cill you are mit, 
we do (o too? if God and glory feerm 
leſs worth to you, then your” fleſhly 
pleaſure for @ time, muſt we renounce 
our Chrijianity and our Reafor 
fear of differing from you ? if you 
dare differ from your Maker, vr | 
the Redeemer, and the: Holy GhoZ,\ 
and all che Prophets, Apoſtles,” znc | 
Evargell, is, and all taat ever c: 
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ta Heaven, might not we be bold to 
differ from you 2. If you will needs 
| be ungodly, and'chooſe your ever= 
laſting wo,: be. patient with them 
| that .have-more underſtanding, and 
*+darenot be fo bardy, as toleap af- 
.ecr. you in the unquenchable fre : 
as} not at Holineſs 1f you have no 
-mind of it.. Hinder not them - that 
- firive to enter in at the ſirait gate, if 
yourefuſe your ſelves. Be not ſo de- 
firous of compeny in Hellf 1c will 
{proveno comfort to you, or abate- | 
þ ment of your pain. 
.” But becauſe you have the faces. to 
Gonetadift the God of Truth, and 
to; reproach that work which he 
tommanderth, and to fay, what needs 
much. ado ? when he bids us do it 
Sibel our might ; 1 will briefly tell 
1: what you are doing, and fhew 
| you the ugly face of che ſcorner, 
and the filct y hearts of the « enemies , 
lof;Holinefs, that if:it may be," you - 
[067 Joarh'y our ſelves... [* 
:-Abeſnampwries, of Holy diligenice, J 
ory God with th Works ond ns 
þ* 8 


478) 
and are profiical” athens j _AY p 
ſeems - aire fo'near” of kin rwoT Z 
wicked one} (ſee"r f be Fa 
they would have Barks do {6 t60;” 
And then how ſoon would'earth be : 
tiirnedinto' Hell ! The caſe is phi: 4 
If God deſerve not to be loved and. 
ſerved -with all thy 'heares 4 
and might, he is nt God. -And ifthy* 
wealth,or honour, or fleſhi;or fiend, = 
. deſerveth amore of: 'chiy love x'aud * 
- care, and/diligence thenGod,- then | 
chatis thy God-rhiar' deſervech beſt.. , 
See now what rhe(e deriders of'Þ 
rity and obedience dotiiink of God, 
and of the world. 9 2009"58 
2.” Theſe Cainites dy baſphome the: : 
Governoiet of the world* won ' 
aws tothe Ca E. 
thae ki made' of nothinig;; Theſe” 
wretches derideand' hate men for. 
obeyingrhem; -If Gol havent _ . 
mandedthat which you of Comms | 
tradi ig and; ſpare now 1 8 wo) fe 
you;were ch moreagainit cha 


(« 

wt and bd dare revile therh as 

iſe that- would 04 
how i, pare and þ you but charge the 
King of Saints with making Laws 
that arc not to be obeyed? which 
muſt needs imply chac they are Fool- 
zþ,- or _ ugh made by the 


—_ 
"ao Emi any ou 
dratixce of the ver | 
7 0d dm, ton. Say rot 11. 6. 
T [He that cometh to Gad muſt beligve + 
| God s, and that hes the Ke» 
| warder of then that diligently ſe 


bim.] And ics diligent fem 


$ that they hate and let t emſelves- 
x. they He 
' + © 4. Dona they not ju aver tb 
- 5 wefth then x ine whenthey 
| teſs for t,andwould have 0+ 
chers-20 do fo roo? 
| © 5. They wouldbave #5 ellanchriften - 
———— fetves, as if there were. 
__ tocome; oras if. our reaſon and 
given us In var. 
| Tong they are noe: ven us- for 
; Eentermatcereithenr e we 
, 2 - 


= 


and pleaſi $3 2 tas | 
pleaſureso wn 
in vain, or worſe; and the life ; 
isbuta dream and miſdry. Were ©. 
not s beaſt leſs miſerable , if this 
were all? -- A 
6. How baſe a pr price dotheſe Ci 4 
ites ſet on the immortal ſoul of nat : 
that think it not worth ſo.much adby 
as the careful obedienceof the Laws © 
of Chriſt ? Not-worth ſo -mnoch as 
they do themſelves for their fiicky . 
 fingand periſhing fleſh? Buc wonkd | 
have us ſo mad+.as to ſell Heaven - 
#nd our Souls, for a. lictle finſful - 
floath and eaſe. | 
7: Theſe enemies. of boli would 
have men take their Mercies for their. 
Hart, and theirgreateſt Bleſſings for # | 
Burden "or a Plague, and to run ang, - 
Hell tobe delivered jrom then, Why -. 
man, doſt thou know what es 
#? and whatitis to haveacceises , : 
God ? tell thee jc is.the. oretatie of * 


Glory, and finecteſt detigh Fm. f 


(66) 
of this > What, thou that haſte! nor? 
(which ſhonld make chee tremble) 
art thou afraid of having too Much ? 
Thou that hever robes too Much mos 
ney,nor too much honowr,nor to oy 
health, art thou afraid of too much 
| nehey bealth and reoncx A what 

ll bethy deſire, if thou loath and 

fly from oe felicity ? 

$. You that are loyal ſubjefts, 
take heed of theſe ungodly (cor- 


mers : For by conſequence they would 
tempr you to de pie or 'King 5 ard 
Wake a Mock, at the obeying of big 
Commands and Laws. For it a mafi 
wade youto deſpiſe a Judge," he 
1mplierh_ that you 'may deſpiſe a * 
 Confiable. No King is ſo great in com+ 
pariſon of God, asa fiy or worm 18 to 
" thay King; He therefore that woild 
relax the Laws of God,;and make it 
need!(s thing to obey him dis 
wn lair, 1mplieththat 0- 
 bediciicetoany of .the ſons of men 
is mach more needleſs. 
. Andyon that arechildren or fad 
_— cake heed of the doftrine'of 
thelg.. 


(653 
theſe men: MM flers, admit ages 
tp our FaMtilies, If he be 
(coriied-29 4 Puritan 
ran, that is careful to arms es 
ey the Lord, what ſcorti do your © - 
children and: ſervanes' deſerve / if 
they will be obedient and pleafing & 2} 
"Mm as yout © 
Al you that are-poor Trades. 
mn, take heed of the rat ne 
of the Cainites aw. leſt ic make you 
pam over the labours-of your 
"Ing, and 'turts yonr ſelves and F 
ies iritd Ne.” For if Hyaven 
be not worth your greatel# Tabony ; 
your bodies are not worth-che lealf+ 
10, Theſe \Cainites ſpeak again  * 
the awdkened Confſciences ,- dd We 
confeſſions of all: the world: Waathbe- 
ver they may fiy-io ere woos F 
their blind preſumption and feeurt» 
ty, at laft,, when Death hack -A 
their eyes, __ 's Ochar we. 
had been Saints! at we might _ 


{ 68) 

Care,. and Labour for otir ſouls, 
which we ſpent on that which now 
is gall to our remembrance!And yet 
theſe men will take no warning, but 
now oppoſe and deride that courſe 
that-all che world do wiſh ac laſt 
they had been as-zealous for as any. 

11. Theenemy himſelf hath a con- 
ſcience within bim, that «cicher 
grudgeth againſt his malicious 1m= 
piety, and witnefſerth that he abul» 
eth them that /are far better then | 
himſelf; or at leaſt will ſhorely call 
him to. a reckoning, and tdl-him 
| 4s [IB5S;TACTEC.A CHILE, 2 Vw 
” himſelf in the cafe of thoſe that he 
'- did oppoe. | 
- -:12;To conclude the Cainite is of 
. the wicked one, + Joh. 3. 12. of his 
Father the Devil, Joh. $. 42, 44. and 

bis walking, ſpeaking -inftrument 
. _ on Eanth, ſaying. what. he himſelf 
would (@y::: He is the open:emeny- of | 
ney egy Eo wt argr<t but 
T Enenie #4 Holineſs | yy Law | 

of our Obedience, of his Image, and 

; © = 


1 of lis'Saints ? [£31 how will Chr 
deal at laſt- with ie Roar Luk, 


r9..27. O that they knew, that fare» 
ſecing, ep might gh cles! Think The 


the true, 

or Enam Tri; gX pg 7-0 
proache /igence 48 a dfie- 
ciſe: and: ow thing, when. God 
,commanderh And. death a4 the _ 
Grave,and Ecerni Ns x0... 
do his work wich al 207 erin; Now 
confider this ye that FAN God,leſt 
he tear you nieces, and there be noe 
£0 to olive you, Plal. 50. 22, Fac 


—> —_ naw. All. 6 
————. —_ RD — — 


Utof "allchs oppolers of ot feriol 
Holineſs in the worlds, there, & 
none more. unexculaþ!e : 1.ge} 
rably miſerable,then zliofe chat pro». - 
fels themſelves Minifiers of Cort = 
Would one: believe. . has, had not 
known them, 'that & iS - 
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men in. LINE: world.2/ ere are Fog 
: "4v<3 3D; TI > - 6 
& -v4 * "E "2 
* & 6 , 
* of «:, : % 


— 
+) Y 
4 oo mn =» 


(70) 
they never well learned the holy and 
heavenly dofrine which they 
preach, nor digeſted it, or received 
the power and impreſs of it upon 
cheir hearts; and therefore retain-. 
1ng their natural corruptions, int- 
piety and enmity to the Life, and 
Power, and praftice of that Do- 
arine, they indiretily deſtroy what 
dire&ly they would ſeem to build ; 
and- preach both for God, and a- 
gainſt him ; for Chriſt and che Holy 

\ Spirit, and againfi them ; for Godlt- 
neſs, and againſt it, both in the ſame 
Sermon. In General, they Aamnſt 
needs ſpeak. for the word of God, 
and a holy life : But when: they 
come to the particulars, they ſecret- 
ly reproach'it, and condemn the 
: parts, while they commend the 

Whale. In General t they (p ſpeak well' of 
Religions , Godly ; Holy people ; 
Brie with n they meet with them, they 
hate Ulem, and make them Preciſi- 
ans, a Set that is every where ſpoken 

aint, pet ue bp and movers of 
Grad as t potagrnd were atcit 


fey 


(71) 
ſed, A&s 24.5: &« 28,22. and-any 
thing that malice can invent to 
make chem odious :' And: what they 
cannot prove,they will cloſely intimate 
in-the falſe application 'of their do» 
&rines,; deſcribing them ſo as; may 
induce the hearers eo &r vo thac 
they are accompany of felf-conceit- | 
ed Hypoerices, þ Opus: proud, "difs -* 
obedient, turbulent, peevith; «ffe-__ - 
Qing ſmgularity,defirmg to migiols 
che reputation! of.* Godlinels -to0' - 
themſelves, bur ſecrerly- as bad as * 
org. And when they have-chus 
repreſented them to the*rgnorang 
hedf people; they have made the : 
way. ot Godlineſs odioits;landTiufs  * 
ficiencly furniſhed miſerable fouls - + 
with prejudice and diſlike ;' ſothar 


= 
- 
- 


gence fore Hea Aderr 
Conſcience, an fear '6 —"frenind; Rl” 
heavenly: difcoutfe," and" Ren 
preaching, reading,"or prifings 
alſo made: odiotis for "tt 
For hearinf-f@ilt of 


oY , 
on 


= « * 
© - 


tioned, theſe ungodly Miniſters are 


as £7 | 
® 
—_ CCE_—_—— ——— —_— 


words of ſuſpicion, to vindicate 
their own unholy livesg$ make 


(92) 

and ſeeing thatthele. are the things 
wherein they differ from others, 
they reduce their judgement 'of 
their prattices to their foreſerled 
judgement of the perſons. Wien 
their diligence in their Families in 
prayer and inftruCions, in reading, 
and fruitful improvement of the 
Lords day, or any other aQions of 
ſtrinels and holy induſtry are men» 


ready to blot: them with ſome open 
calumnies, or ſecret reproachesy or ; 


ple believethat ſerious piety isfaQi- 


on & hypocrifie. The black tinQure 
of thew minds, and the defign and 


drift of. theirpreaching may beper- 
ceived in the;jeers, and girds, and 
aarimations : againſt rhe 

ligent ſervants of the Lord. 
wtroverted tenths that fuck 
maintainythey repreſent as erronrs : 
Their anduaidable errours they repre 
woes "Their duties they re- 
preſent asfav/ts: and Their bumare 
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frailties as enormotts crimes : They 
feign then to be  guiley of the ehinigs» | 
che never entted into their th! Ll I 
Andif ſome that eons $0d- 
lineſs, be guilty 'of greater crimes 
they irodld: make men believe” wat. 
the 'reſ are ſuch, 'arid that the fami- | 
ly of Chirit is t6 be judged of by 4 
Pudas, #1d the ſcope is to-Intitnate 
chat eſther thelr Profeſſion is 4 
ble, or 'needleſs, arid” leſs comme! 
ble. Regeneration they would make -* 
|} to be burr the (entrance mee! the 
Charch by Baptiſm, and any fr- s 
ther converſion ,' then the leaving - 
off fome groſs-ſms, and raking m 
ſome heartleſs forms of dn 
but 'a' fancy or umneceffary thing 
And they wonld draw 'poor pevple -. 
to' believe, that if be born 's: 
gain betned, chang ter, they 
may be'ave though > 7 be not © 
born again by. che ' renewing of "hb® 
Holy Spirit. Being tranger; 


felves: to the of apeine " 
ons and. other Pa att Ns 


: =, « 
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7 
bomnanly Converſation, Nene tothe 
loving 


_ are {cance any words { 


4) 


and ſerving God with all 
their Soul and Might, They firſt ens 
deavour to quiet themſelves with a 
belief that theſe are bur fancies or 
wm ,963e77h ; and then to. deceive 


th le with that by which they 
have T1 - 


decerved them'elves. 


And it is worthy your obſervatie 


Qny. a it ks in. Religion tes Cel 
Ocrites, are aint. I here 

o und ar ho» 

| 9 they.can bear them,if'they be 


but deprived of their Life: Nos - 


ce.'auy duty, if it be but morti- 
ut. they can entlure. But-itzas 


vine 
whickthey 


cannot bear. As a. 


differeth from a Carkaſs , not by the 


parts, but by the-Zfe; fo there is'a 


in preaching,  agd pray» 
all.other 3&s of 

Sick PER vererived by Gn 

oro. hearers. The * Operate ico it.x0 

hers-ic 1s. that. hey... are qucknsl 


_—_ 
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rt and Life of all. Religion 


and <ncauraged. 
as fire kindleth Sr HINR 
often perceive it to-ehete. rexativny _. 
if not to ew em prech irs 
-Yorlon; 4s _ ng,praye | 
ing, diſcip! ; and:con» 
ference, ry bn 42 
leth, and diſqu _ their ts 
ences. And wi theykick-andrrail - 
againſt z This is the ching that will 
not let. them ſleep! fo-rheis 1 
fin and milery 3; Kh 44 and ' 
Jogging thew $0:awthe,and. will. not | 
t chem ſin peace, but wilkeicher: 7 
convert them or torment them hey - 
fore the times. It.igthe Lifeiaf Rel - 
gica thas-che- hypocrite) wants), ava A 
the {ifethat hei1s ders 


Wo ebernagnger fr 
7; NAat., - The Carkals ofi: 1s Hu 4-3-4 
farmidable. Lec: the'w 0 IE : 


ſeparined feos, the bfe; Du Pad bn. | 


veneed. 
Larowk r 
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theſame words of prayer which now 
they like not , be ſaid over as a /ifes 
leſs cnftomary fort, and they Cart like 
it well. ] {peak not agaigſt the »E 
of forms, bur” the abuſe of ther? 
Nor againſtthe Body, but bhe Carkaſs! 
Let s themſelves be uſed by & 


ſpiritual ſerious man, in a ſpiritual 


manner, with the inter pofiti 
on of: any quickeniny exhortations; 
or vecaſional paſſages, that tetid/to 
keep them waketwand attentive, and 
make them feet-what you mean and 
are about,and you ſha]! ſee they love 
not {ach aximated forms. i It isthe 
living Chrtflian, and lively worſhip; 
ſerions- ſpiritual Religion,' which 
chey hace 2\&#//. icant they! can bom 
it=-Ler-tliepidure of my enerty. be 
nearer; and comelierthen his perfori 
way, and Loan endure it 111 my bed-. 
zhamber, berrer then himſelf in the 
meawſt dreſs. It is che /ving Chriftt- 
ens that inall parts of che world ate 
chiefly * perſecuted * Let them be 


il] bur F, x A h 
on wi itasa player on the 
Kihordo it coldly,flightly, & asf 
you were butin jeaſt, you may have 
theirappoobation, Buc it is this life, 
aud . ſrionſreſs, and worlkipping 
Gud an.Sprir and Truth, thet con 
vinceth them that they pans. 1666 

' we /ifeleſs, and therefore h 
their mg! pocgs and therefore 
muſt not bave their friendſhip. If ir 
were the meer bulk of duty that they - 
are weary of , how comes it to pal 
8 that a Papift, at bis Plalter, Beads, 

== 2nd Mals » Ear ſpend mare 
+ hours without much wearineſs or 
oppoſition, then we can do in feri- 
"FF ous worſhip? Turn all. but +neo 
wards;and beads, and canorical hows 


_ and dyes, and ſhews, andcererony, 
and you may be as religious as you 
7 will, and be Righteous averinuch, and 
8] fer mill hate, or reproach, or per 
{ ſecute you: among: them, as too pre» 
'"Tehein 
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"CT. h 
ih 6 wh Je Z 
EI 
Tc __ hos the- Canites ; 
we) the enmity © | what he 
cy-lieth.. Ic wiſts TY 
our ene 
[. 1s bs oder 
bave a ug ” 
enotri : 
creeſ thifhn that God ha oe 
before you bs Ward, pad lb 
you-out to he of Geking | 
hy your time: of 6400, 
timefortrifles , 'nor ES 
idleneſs and wan yy : 
men, Preachers aot againlt 
fable of thig.- fie abes, Rincs w 
(erious hulineſs in; ot -* * bh 


ESE even to Zi 
ſhouldbe, and brad 09 i cede : 
ppg arena you. 
2d yer 

E 4 


OO 
ble. wickednel(s* for ſuch as they to 
be wgutrſtit in thewmeſelvts: It is great 


| things'thae they have co Rudy and 


to ſpeak of; arid ſich as call for the 
Y - greaceſt* ſe: jtouſneſs, and reverence 
Sg: and IR in the ſpeaker, and 
 rondemmrall triffing in matter or in 
manner; A man'that is ſent'to Chriſt 


$18 co rim for an immortal” crown, or 
${&_ © direftorhers in- ſich a race, to 
11 fave hisown, 'or other mens ſouls, 


from e s miſery; ſhould be a- 
- hamed ro fill up his'time with tri- 
| Rev, or to: beflight and cold about 
- fica greatand weighty things. All 
. the heart, and ſoul, -and ' might, is 
- tietle enoigh for matters of ſuch un- 
ipeakable importance. When I hear 
Preachers or people ſpend time, in 
litele-impertinent fruntleſs chings , 
that do but divert them from the 
-great buſine(s. of their tives, or [to 
78 dellywith the greateſt matters,rather 
MF chen-co-uſethem, and treat of beth 
YN wich. a {eriouſnefsſuicable to' thei 


importance,T oft thinkof the - 
| Re] 25 


of Seneca; the yrs Mordiiyt , "v®. 
ſFaming the hy pocrifie of freer: 
fling Preachers and 'Profe flo 
the Chriſtian faich.; [Varba” 
componis, & interrogans viriculd nels | 
& gicis,. Acyta ſunt ifta ; 'Nhil a6 
tius arift3; & in quo eft mills 7 wk 4 
4am inutilia & inefficacis ipſa fubt 
tas reddit.” that is [Tow compoſe cos © 
pious words, arid tye hard knots by. ents 4 
rious queſtions ; and you ſay, O rheja” 
are acute things | what is more | 
then fie fe of bel ? 3 Tofu ths : 
is it ' good for ? (ubtilty it ſelf makes * 
ſome things unprofitable and neffes 


Fual. > 3 <IMG 
[Ite ineptie Poetis relin Hantur ;, ' 
quibus anres obleFare pr ef &* 
dulcen fabulam nefere; ſed” quiinge- : 


na ſanare, & fidemt in rebus hunanis- 
retinere, ac Memoriam, officiorunt wok) | 


mis ingerere volunt, .ſ phytey rota 
inggnis viribu s rem agant i 


[ Leave theſe © toyes © or here fn 
Ports, whoſe buifineſs 'is to deligh 


Gar, and to compoſe A ——_ 


_ (2) 


But they thet mean to. heal m 


le gs, and retein ctedibilt 
Rong Men, and. to bring into Mens 
the remembrance of their du- 


I tins ns heck ſerioufys and do them 
i baſoſwr hate | 


_ Demens oninibus merito videret-=" =» 


mad man when the Town ex- 


peGeth to be ſtormed by the enettties, 


| He would Jufty by all be teken far a 
| 


1] ” and others are bufie at work for their 
HE defence, will fit idle, propoſing ſ ome cu- 


roms queſtions | ---- Nunguid tibi de- 


Mens vIdetur, [1 iftis impendero. operam, 


. ©. murc abſideor ? + quid "TON, Wars 


138 272 ſequitiry : vite fagit ; A 
. Meg dbce aliquid : effce ut ego Morten! 


ſus bee 


_ mon timeen , & vita me non effugiat. 


i [Ard ba? I not be taken for a ma 


Ul an, if I ſhould bufie my (elf - about 


. 
- 


things that am now befieged?what 


b | ſhall T do 2 deuth purſueth me : teach 


me {omething - againi# theſe ;. make 
death not dreadful tome, or life Su 
fo fromme.] Si vuttun ofet ctatiy, 


Ws $orce erit , ut ſufficeret, 


s 


(8) 
call this the bigheit wiſdom, to diftige- 


ST 0000 ed evil. | = 
id a Seneca uy by the lighe of 


nature, (o much of the neceſlity of 
neſs and diligence, about the 
ers of the ſoul? and fo much uf 
' the madne(s of ſpending words and 
time ou trifies? And yet ſhall there 
be. found. a man among profeſſed . 
Chriflians, and among the Predcher's 
of Faith and Holineſs, that plead for 
trifling, and (corn at ſeriouſneſs, and 
©count chem moderate and wiſe that a 
Heathen brands as toyiſh and dilrar 
"What i is 1t that c/oudethb+ the glory 
«+ Chriſtianity, and keepeth ſogreat 
PUT of rhe 'world in Hearbenifan 
an Ligbdaicg, but this, that among 
4ns. theve'are- (o few that, are- 
ha inden) and thoſe few are 
» obſcured by. the -muylticude of 
nal trifang bypccrites, that Chris 
| Y evity 55 ode pred and judged of by - 
TY cbe /ives of thoſe that ere. no- Chriſti» - 
Yrs 7 Rebgion 18 athing to be: der 
|  IHORty 
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685) 3 
monſirated and - honoured- and cots. Foy 
mended by prafilce : words alone Are . 
inette&ual to repreſent its'exTeNeny.* 
ey to ſo blind a world', that "mult 
know. by. feeling , beving 10 (EFT : + 
ſght. In out profeſſed fait we'moune 
unto the "Heavens, and leave oor... 
unbelievers wallowing in'the dirt; 
O what a tran{cenidenty UNconcelv- oo 
able glory, do we'profels to expe, 
with Godwnto-eternity'/ And whag 
manner of Pre they DE, 2 
in holy converfition'#n4 godnnels,. . 
that look for ſuch # life as tins: 
baſely ſhould they” elteem * chow... 
trantitory-things, chat are the food...” 
and felicity of the ſenfual world 7. 
How patiently-ſhould chey ungergo. .. 
contempt and ſcorn, and Whatioes: 
yer man can inflit upon them? How, - 


8 pY + 
<—__ by c "2; 
S 4 i* "L* ' 
wi” _— 


| ſtudiouſly ſhould” they devore and « 


o 


reſer alt cheir time , and tr $4 Ny —- 
and wealth, 'and intereſt, to rm. 
their glorious bleſſed end;? Howes. 
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ſuch ſure, ſuch.near, ſuch-endlefs 
joyes ? Did profefſed Chriftians 
more exactly conform their heares 
and lives to their profeſſion and ho+ 


WM - ly-eule, their /ives would confice the 


reproaches of cheir enemies, #nd 
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more- ©o convince the nnbeliev1 

world of the truth and digmty of 
che Chriſtian faith, then all rhe 
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«| nce, atid be: convertetl 
" <anco God, Of che third fort, 1 
« think I may wichout danger of 
&* Gedsjadgement pronounce, that 
© never any yet were converted uti» 
<0, Godby Repencance, but con» 
«+ cinued Gill in their abominable 
*© wickednels, heaping up to them» 
<< ſelves damnation againſt the day 
 $ of Gods inevitable judgement. 
| Though I gdarenot.ſay bue fomie 
fuca have Repented,.yet ler the 
Corners that believe chis, remenrs 
ber, that they lbſcribe the ſencence 
dai nb ighereae as ao . NM 
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the enemies of Holineſs as thoſe 
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the things that are neceſſary fo fas 
vation, and thac which every; 
in the Faith doth know ? But if £Þ 
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too much holy ſeriouſneſs , exaRt- 
nels and induſtry ? Should not thie 
beſt things be' bet loved? and the 
greateft matters have our greate! 
care ? And is there any thing. to-be 
compared with God. and our eter= 
nal ſtate ? O what overwhelming (ab 
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We do not hind that Jada dealt thug 
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pence 11 our preparations for erer- | 
nal hfe, who ſhould awake them by 
hfring up their voices as a tri 1 | 
and. help: to. recover their undzx 
ſtandings, -burt you that ' are the 
watchmen , and know their” blood 
will. be required at yow hands," if 
you give them not loud'and noe 
warning? if any "ſubtile” malick 
-ous ſervant. of the Devil, ſhould 
plead againſt the Neceflity of Holy» 
nefs,- and diflwade the'people from 
ſerving God with. all cheir might, 
who ſhould-be ready to confirm the 
weak;and ſtrenghten andiencourage 
them: that are thus affanited, and 
help tokeep: up their zeal? and/fors 
| wardneſs, butyoo that:areteader? 
| inthe Army ofthe Lord? 157 not 
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have ome empreſs ſer's all 
Chriſtianity and Holineſs be | 
reproached,; beoauſe-gll Chriſtians * 
have fone finlreobacarat of 2-4E , 
men be faulty, you ſhould 
them to be ons tet pa pars 56 
and-not leſs; It is for wait of watch- 
fulneſs and ftritnefs that they fir. 
Nothi thore contrary to their _ 
faults, Holineſs: TI 1»no" -/ 
other way for cheir fullreformation; 
And + therefore allicrue | 
Chizſtians are ready toconfeſs their | 
faultineſs themſelves; but ſo-farare + 
they frem- thinking the worſe of, | 
piety. for it,:. that its one great rea... 
{on that moveth chem-to-go on, and: . * 
to read, and; hear: and pray and : 
meditate, and do.ſo much that. they - 
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hey ate infirm? Al} faithful m__ 
ſters rell their people -ptainly of 
their fins {{b/ far as they (are ac- 
nv A then.) as well us you? 
ATEY: wot iti «my re. 

| gr to: theiv holy: diligatice; 
do'not therefore call them off 
Roa Godlinels, nor tempt them to 
de teſtinghve uſe of means, =oY _ 


_ of he rote 
one lay all: che on the 
vice 8 bonoureth the holy obedience 
upon t ie Godly, an indet 

of : diſhonouring eheit 

s, doth ſeek torfaſterche dil 
_e on their bolimeſs. And tholt 
tar ace prinibes, will never - want 
accafimror pretemce, for cheworſtchat 
Satan would -have.chem ſay. -Fhe- 
Charch -will never be-withoar : ſore 
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(120) 
that God ſhould not be loved and ſer- 
ped, and your Salvation [ought with 
all your might, and with greater 
care and diligence then any earth- 

- Iything, procure me a ſober con- 
ference with that man, and try 
whether | ſhall not prove him to 
be a befoold ſervant of the Devil, 
and a miſchievous enemy of your 
Salvation, and his -own. O that 

we might have but ſober debates, 
inſtead of jeers, and ſcorns, and 
railings with this fore of men!}. 
how quickly ſhould we ſhew you,  ; 
t 

7 


that they muſt renounce the Scri- 
pture, and renonnce Chriftiantty, 
and (ifthat be nothing with them) 
that they muſt renounce God, and FI, 
renounce right Reaſon , and unman 
themſelves, if they will rehounce 
a boly om =" life, and blame 
them that make it their principal 
buſineſs in the werld, to prepare for 
- the world to come. 2:5 
{ _ But if they will not be entfeat- 
/ ed to fuch' a ſober Conference , will 


dw 
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Sh 
you that hear them, (if you care 
what becomes of you) but come - 
to 4s, and hear what we can ſay 
for a Holy life, before you heark- .. 
et to them 3 and, let yonr fouls . - 
have fair play, and-ſhew that you 
have ſo much love to your ſelves, 
as not to caſt away Salvation at the, 
derifion of a fool, before you have 
heard the other fide. o& 

K 1f I make not good the firiGeff 
Laws of God Almighty, againſt the 
moſt ſubtil cavils of any of the in- 
ſtruments of Satan, then tell me 
that Infidels or Epicyres are -in the 
righe. Compare their words with 
the words g& God. Confider: well 
bur that onE Text, 2 Pet. 3. 11. 

Wand tell me whether ict ſuit. with 
their Opinions, | Seeing all theſe 

Mthings. muii be diſſolved, what 'man=. 
ner of perſons ought 'we to be in*a 
manner of holy Converſation and G6 

Y'neſs ; looking for, and baſting to the=% 
coming of. the Day of . God'! | -Dd(+. 7 
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(122) 
hearts, the next time you heard 
any man reproach a Holy Heaven: 
ty life, it would perhaps make you 
think of the words of Paul to luch 
another, "yu. 10. O full of. ell 
ſubtilty and all Miſchief , thou child] 
of the Devil, thou enemy of all Righs 
teouſneſs, wilt thou not ceaſe to per- 
vert the right wayes of the Lord?Þ . d; 

Audif holinels be evil ſpoken off; 

' by them that neier tried it, what Fe 

wonder ! Chriſt hath foretold wr; 

that it muſt be ſo, Matth. 5. 11, 12, fa 

Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revikÞl.. 

you, and perſectte you , and ſay li 

. Manner of evil againſt you falſly for my 

ſake. Kejoyce and be exggeding glad, 

for great is your reward in Heaven ſp}, 
for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets; 

which were before you.) John 15: 
19, 20. [If ye- were ls wala; 

- the world would _ bis a : ww 

* becanſe ye are net of the world , bt 

+ F bave choſen you out of whe world, 

© therefore the world batetb you, &c:| 

+ I Pet, 4. 44 59 14+ They think, 
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frange that they run not with them 
to tte ame exceſs of riot, (peaks 
ing evil of you, who, ſhall give at+ 
count to him that is ready to Judge 
the quick and dedd--=-+=-» If ye 
reproached for the Name of Chrift, 
happy are ye ; for the Spirit of Glory 
and of God refteth upon you ; Gn their 
part -he is evil [poken of, but on your 
part he is glorified. | Seneca hims+ 
ſelf oft telleth us, that among the *' 
Heathen , Vertue was a derifion, ſo-” 
far is the nature of man degenera» 
ted. The queſtion is not what you 
re called or taken to be , but. what 
you are. | Intus 26000 conſiders (in- 
quit Sen.) non qualis fis aliis credas ; 
Merunque boni inepti & Inertes vaeane 
ur. Mthi contingat ijie deriſus ; que 
$nimo audienda [unt imperitorum con» 
$1ti20 ad honeftg vadendi contemnen=. 
4s ef ifle contemptas.)] that is, [Ju 
Wrdly conſider of thy [elf ,- and judge 
Wt what thou art by the wards_of 0- 
bers : For the moſt part gaod men are 
' ed fools and dullards : Let wie be (0 - 
4 " DI » G 2 de» Pay 
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/ (124) 
derided : The reproaches of the igno-' 
rant (or unskilful) muſt be patiently 
beerd; and this contempt of one that 
followeth vertue, muſt be contemned. 
Yea it is the higheſt honour to be 
content to be accounted bad, that we 
may not beſo; and the greateſt tryal 
whether we be indeed 1incere, to be 
put to 1t,to be either accounted Hypo 
crites, or tobe ſuck, Methinks | can 
(ſcarce too oft recite that excellent 
ſaying of Seneca, Epi/t.7 2. Nemo plvs 
v1idetur eſtimare virtutem, nemo mayis 
ili effe devotus, quam qui beni viri fe 
mam perd:dit, non conſciention perae 
ret | that is | No man ſeems to [et 
higher price on vertue ; no man [ce 
to be more devoted to it, then he ths 


bath lof the reputation of my 4 fovl 


man, left he ſhould loſe his conſcience. 

Bur perhaps you'l ask, May not: 
man be righteous over-mmch ? as 1s 1 
timated, Ecc/. 7. 16. Bo 

I anſwer, it is making 4 mats ſt 
over-wiſe or righteous, that is the 
reppoved.And no doubt but 1.mai 


my ww om cn MW woe. 
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| 

tahe on them, or make themſelves 
more viſe and righteous, then they 
are: that 18,are þypocrites. 2. As righ= 
reoulſnels 1s taken materially and in 
common eſtimation, ſo a man may 
be t10 Righteous. He may betoo rige- 
ro1s,which is called Fufice ; and too 
much in grief, or fear, or tronble, & 
too much in any outward aW&that ' 
goeth under the name of duty: But ic 
1s not then truly and formally duty 
and righteouſneſs,but fin. As'tofalbrto 
the diſabling the body for Gods 
ſervice. To pray when we ſhould hear: 
To hear when we ſhould be abone 
ſome greater work of merey or nece(- 
ſity : To negle& our outward labour 
and calling on pretence of Religion : 
To ſet up ſacrifice againft or before 
mercy : To ſorrow when we ſhould re- 
Joyce : To meditate,” and fear, and 
grieve, tzvond what the brain can. 
bear,till it diſtraft us : This 1s called, 

being righteous over-Much : Asallo to 
make us a Religion of our own inven- 
tions, and to over-do with will-wor- 
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fvip and the traditions of nen, as the 
Phariſees and Papiſts. But indeed 
this is not Righteonſneſs, but fin: To 
be formally over-much righteous, is a 
contradiction,and impoſſible. For to 
go beyond che Rule is unrighteouſneſs : 
And to do too Ach, is to go beyond 
the Rule. Unleſs you dare imagine 
that God hath erred, and the Rule 
it (elf 18 over-ftri&, andthe Law is 
unrighteous : But then how ſhall God 
judge the world? faith the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 3. 6. Shall not the judge of all 
the world do righteouſly ? Gen. 18. 25, 
Nay how then ſhall he be God? 
And is there any thing now left but 
Ipnorance or Wickeaneſs to ſtand up 
againſt thy ſpeedy diligence ? ny 
then with thy delayes and ar - 
- neſs. If thou wilt ſerve God with all 
 - thy might, let it be ſeen ; If thou wilt 
be a Chriſtian indeed , let deeds de- 
| clare it. Chriflianity' is not a dead 
Opinion. If really thou live in hope 
of heaven, ſuca hopes will make 


thee fir for the attainment. Why 
flandeft 
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(127) « 
fandeit thon ide,when thou art borty 
for work ,and all thy faculties are gr- 
ven thee for work, and thou art re- 
deeined for work ? (for Evangelicat 
work.) If chon be ſanTified, thou haſt = 
the Spirit of Chrift, a quickning | 
working principle within thee; 
which way canſt thou look, bne thou 
mayſt ſee that which would ſhame a 
floathful ſoul, and fire a cold and 
frozen: heait, and call thee np to a 
ſpeedy induſtry ? what quickning | 


words ſhalt thou find in Scripture,if | | 


thou wile but bring thy heart thi- 
ther as one that js willing to be 
quickened ? what powerful commands, - 
what 909 oh threatnings, what 
boly examples of exceeding diligence | 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles? See | 
how the Godly abone thee are at. | 
work, though che world oppoſe them 
and deride them ! how earneflly they 
pray ! how carefully they walk ! how | 


ladly they complam cehat"they are 7 
70 better 1* And' haſt 'thow-not an mm- * 
mortal foul to fave or lofe as well as 
G 4 they? 
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they ? See what a ſtir the proud am- 
bitions perſon makes for lels then no- 
thing ? What a ftir the covetons and 
the volnptuors make for a [weetned 
draught of maital poyſon? And 
ſhall we be i2/e that are engaged for 


Io 05 


Heaven ? Is it reaſon that we ſhould 


do leſs for God % our ſalvation, 


then 


they do for finfirl þ/eaſure To d1n1na- 
tron 2 ' You cannot rock them our of 


their Pride and Covetnouſneſs : 


And 


ſhall ehey ck thee out of thy Re» 
Iieion, and thy hopes of Heaven ? All 
the 'commands, and promiſes, and 
thrextnings of God, the moſt pr» 
werfu] preaching, that, 4s it were, 
ſer< open. Hexven and Hell ro them 


doth not prevail wich fleſhly 


men, 


to leave che moſt fordid and wun+ 
manly hn.:: And fhall the words or 


frowns of- creeping duſt 


prevail 


with thee avainſt the work for 


which thou liveſt in the world,when 


thon haft ftil] at Eand wnanſwerable 
arguments from God, from thy (eh, 
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from Heaven and He//, to punt thee 


on ! 
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on ? Were it but for thy Life,or the 
Life of thy children, friend, yea or 
enemy, or for the quenching of a 
fire it1 tliy houſe, or in the Town, 
wauldſt thor not ſtir and do thy 
beſt? And wilt thou be 1dle when e- 
te:1al life lies on 1t ? Let Satan baw! 
againſt thee by his inftraments, Ler 


know not what, till God have ma 
them ciange cheir note, Let what 
will be the conſequent to chy fleſh. 
Thele are not marters for a aan 
muc!1 to obſerve, that is engaged for 
an endleſs life, O what are theſe to 
the thinss that thou art called to 
profeciite! Hold on then Chriſtians 

in the work that you nave begun. 
Do it prudently, and do it univerſat- 
ly. Take it together,aboth works of 


Piety, Fuftice, and Charity: But do ir 


x0? without delay, and do it ſeriouſ- 
ly with your might. I know not what 
cloud of darkneſs hath ſeized on 
thoſe mens minds that ſpeak againft 
this; or what deadly damp hath 
& 5 ſerzed 


(130) 
ſeized on their hearts, that hath fo 
behnmmed and unmanned them, 
For my own part; though I have 
Jong lived in a tenſe of the precioul+ 
nels of time, and have not been 
wholly idle in the world ; yet when 
I have the deep:ft thoughrs of the 
oreat everlaſting conſequents of my 
work, and of the| uncertainty and 
fhortneſs of my time, 1 am even 4» 
mazed to think that my heart can 
be fo flow and fenſleſs, as to dd no 
more in ſuch a caſe. The Lord knows, 
and my accutng wounded Conſci- 
ence knows, that my (loathfulnels is 
ſo much my ſhame and admiration, 
that | am aſtoniſhed to think that 
my-reſo/ntions are no ftronger, my af- 
feEion3 no livelier,and my labowr and 
diligence no greater, when God is the 
Com nander,and bis Love the encou- 
rager, and his wrath the ſpar, and 
\ Heaven or Hel! maft be the iſſue. 0 
/whart lives ſhould all of us live, that 
have things of ſuch unſpeakable 
conſequence on our hands, if our 
heal 
« Fr | 
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hearts were fiot almoft dead within 
us ! Let who will ſpeak againft ſach 
a life, it (hall be my daily Fer and 
moati, that 1 atn ſo d4ll, & do ſo /ittle. 
| know that our works do not profit 
the Almighty, nor bear any propor- 
tion with his reward ; nor can they 
ftand in his fight, but as accepted in 
the Lot d otir Righteoultels, & per- 
fitted by the odour of his merits. 

Bit 1 know they are neceſſary, & they 
are ſweet. Without the holy imploy- 

ment of otlr faculties,this Tife will be 

but a bufden or a dream, and the next 
21 Anesprefſible Oey: O therefore 
that I had more of the Love of God, 

that my foul could gee but nearer to 

him, and (wiftlier move npward by 

Faith and Love! O thatT had more 
of that Life , and aftivediligence, 
which the ſerpentine Cainifp nature: - 
doth abhor,though I had with it the _ 
(corns of all about me, and thongh * 
they made me as they once did ber- 
ter men; as the filth of the world, & 
the off=ſcowring of all things! t Cor: 
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ſeized on their hearts, that hath fo 
benummed and unmanned them, 
For my 'own part; though I have 
. Jong livedin a {enſeof the preciouſs 
nels of time, and have nor been 
wholly idlein the world ; yet when 
I have the deep: thoughts of the 
oreat everlaſting conſequents of my 
work, and of the uncertainty and 
fhortneſs of my time, I am even a- 
mazed to think that my heart can 
be fo flow and fenfſleſs, as to do no 
more in ſuch a caſe. The Lord knows, 


ence knows, that my {loathfulnels is 
ſo much my ſhame and admiration, 
that I am aſtoniſhed to think that 
my reſo/ntions are no ſtronger, my af- 


diligence no greater, when God 1s the 
Ccm nander,and biz Love the encou- 
rager, and his wrath the ſpar, and 
Heaven or Hell muft be the ifſue. O 
what lives ſhould all of us live, that 
have things of ſuch unſpeakable 
conſequence on our hands, if our 

| hearts 
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and my acculing wounded Conſci- 


feQions no livelier,and my labour and 
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hearts were not almoſt dead within 
us 1-Let who will ſpeak againſt ſuch 
a life, it (hall be my daily grief and _. 
moat), that I atn ſo dul?, & do ſo little. 
| know thac our works do not profit 
che Almighey, nor bear any propor- * 
cion With his reward ; nor can they 
ſand in his ſight, but as accepted in 
che Lord otir Righteouſneſs, be per- 
futned by the odour of his merics. 
Buc 1 know they are neceſſary, & they 
are ſweet. Without the ho] uſo - 
ment of our faculties,thj bis w ll be 
bur a burden or a dream, and the next 
21 Anespreſſible miſery. O therefore _ 
that I had more of the Love of God, _ 
that my foul could get but nearer to 
him, and ſwiftlier move npward b 
Faith and Love! O thatT had more 
of that Life , and afivediligence, 
which the ſerpentine Cainiſh nature: . 
doth abhor,though I had with it the: 
ſcorns of all about me, and thongh 
they made me as they once did ber- 
ter men; as the filth of the world, 8& 
the off-ſcowring of all things! t Cor: 
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14.13, O that] had more of this de- 
ride diligence, and holy converſe 
with the Lord, though my name 
were caſt out as an evil-doet Luk. 6: 
22. and I were ſpit at, and bufferted 
by thoſe that de now but ſecretly 
reproach! Might I nearly follow 
Chiilt in holinels, why ſhould 1 
grudge to bear his Crols, and to 4 
uted as he was uſed? Mat. '26. 27. 
18.32, knowing that if we ſuffer oith 
bim, we ſhall allo reign with bim ; and 
the ſuferings of this preſent time are 
not worthy tobe compared with the glo- 
ry which ſhall be kao nus, Rom 

8. 17,18. 

If when we have done all, we are 
but unprofitable Servants, and mul 
fay, we have done but our duty, Luke 
17. 19. have wenot all more needof 
 monirors to humble us for doing (0 

much lefſe then our duty, then to ; be 
reprehended for being too diligent 
' and exadt? 
IT again proteſt, that it 15not any 
works of Supererogation,or humane 
11Ventior 
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invention, ſuperſtition, or felf-a 
Þointment that I am defending, but - 
only the accurate obeying' of the FF 
Laws of God, and the utmoſt dili- 
gencein ſuch obedience, for the ob- 
taining of everlaſting life. Either 
God hath commanded theſe works 
of Holinels, Juſtice, and Charity, or 
not, If he have not .then | '1ave done, 
and yeild the cviſe ; It is only what 
he hath conmanded that 1 plead for. 
O that before you either [peak a- 
vainſt any Holy duty, or your ſelves 
neglect it, you would -bye come to 
us,and ſoberly joyn in ſearching the KF: 
Holy Scriptures, to (ee whether it be 
required there or not; and reſolve but 
to obey it, if we prove uc thence? 
and if it be but matter of humane Þ 
impoſition, we leave you to year Þ 
ſelves, and {nould. deftre that” yam 
may be'much leſt to your liberty ms 
ſuch things; and that you place not 
too much of your Religion therein. 
But if indeed it be commanded in the 
word of God,l beſeech you, as you areF 

Chriftians 
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Chriitians, & as you are me#t, remem«, 
ber that when ever youblame or ſcorn 
a holy duty, it is God himſelf that you 
blame or ſcorn. If it be naught, it is 
Jong of himthat did command it. The 
Subje muſt obey ; ſhould not ſuch 
worms as we, obey the infinite God 
that made us? If it be a fault to obey 
it 18 a duty to rebel, ot diſobey; and 
that muſt be becauſe chat God hath 
no authority to command, & that muſt 
be becauſe he is not God. See whether 
_ bring your oppoſition to a holy 
ite; And dare not you ſtand to this? 


Dare you as open]y mock God for 
making theſe ſiri and holy Laws, as 
ou do men for obeying them ? None 
at a profefſed Atheiſt dare. 

Alas Sirs, it is nothing but intoxt- 
cating proſperity, and ſenſual delights, 
and worldly diverſions, that turn your 
brains, and leave you not the ſober 
uſe of Reaſon, that makes you think 
well of ungodly ſloathfulneſs, and 
makes you think fo contemptuouſly 
or ſenſeleſly of a heavenly life. I tell 

| mou 
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you (& remember another day that 
you were told of it)that there is not 
che boldeft Infidel in the world, nor 
the bittereſt enemy to holineſs in this 
Afdembly, but ſhortly would wiſh - 
they had rather been Saints in rage, 
with all the ſcorn and cruelty that 
malice can infli& on fuch, then t6 
have braved it out in pride and gal- 
lantry, with the negleR of the great 
everlaſting things. . I tell you again, 
there is not afi ungodly wretch that 
heareth me, but e:1e long would five 
a world if he were owner of a Poly 
heart and life, that he had (pent his 
days in holy watchful preparations 
for his change, which he ſpent for 
that which will deceive him and 
forſake him. 

Methinks I even {ee how you will 
paſſionately rage againſt your ſelves, I 
and tear your hearts with (elf-re- * 
venge, (if grace prevent it not by a 'Þ} 
more ſafe repentance ) when you 
think tao late. how you lived. on 
earth, 'and what golden times of 
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orace you loſt, and vilified all that 


would not loſe them as folithly as 
you. If Repentance unto life made 
Paul (ocall himſelf fooliſh,diſobedient, 
deceived.and exceeding mai, I it. 3. 3. 
ARs 26.11.) you may imagine how 
tormenting Repentance will make you 
call your ſelves too late. 

O Sirs,you cannot now conceive, 
while you fit here 1n health, and 
eaſe, and honour , what different 
thoughts wil then poſſeſs you of a 
holy and an unh»vly lite ! How mad 
you will tink them that had but 
one /ites time i preparation tor eters 
nal life.and deſpe: ately ne;le&ed it; 
And how {entible you will then be of 
the wiſdom of Lelievers, that knew 
their Time, & #;ed it wile they had 
it. Now wiſdom is intited of dl ber 
children:but then how (enfivl;7 will it 
be juſtified of all its enemies! O with 
what gripe> «1ll undone fouls look 
back on alife of mercy and oppor- 
tunities taus baſely undervalued, 
and {lept away in On 
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& fooled away for things of noughe. 
The lariguage of that damned 
rich man, Luk. 16, may help you in 
your prediflions.O how you wil won- 
der at' your ſelves, that ever you 
could be (o blind and (enſlefle, as eo 
be no more afﬀected with che warn 
ings of the Lord, and with the fore- 
thoughts of everlaſting joy or miles 
ry!To have but one one ſmall part of 
time to do all that ever mu## be done 
by you for Eterniey, and ſay all that 
ever you mu} ſay for your own or 0- 
thers ſouls, and that this was ſpent 
in worle then nothing! To havebur 
One unceftain life,n which you m'ift 
run the race that wins or loſeth 
; Heaven for ever ; & that youſhouid 
be tempted by a thing of no1ghr, to 
loſe that one irrecoverable opportu- 
nity, andro fit ſtil] , or run another 
way, when yon ſhonld have beenmay- 
king bait with all your might | O'frs; 
the thoughts of this will be other- 
kind of thoughes another day rhen 
now you feel them; you cannot gpve 
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think how the thonghes of this will 
then affe& you! That yon had a tire 
in which you might have pray'd 

with promiſe of AcCceprance, a11d hai 

not hearts to take that time ! That 
Chriſt was offered you as well as he 
was offered them that entertained 
him; that you were called on aid 
wa:in'd as well as they, but obſtinate- 
 Iy deſpiſed and negieted all! That 
| Life and Death were ſet before you), 
and the everlaſting joyes were offer-« 
ed to your choice, againſt the 
charms of ſinful Pleaſures, and you 
might, have freely had them if you 
would, and were told that Holineſs 


was the only way, and that it muſt 


be Now or Never, and yct that you 
: choſe your own deftrucion! Thele 
; thoughrs will be part of Hel/to the 
; ungodly. They will wonder chat 
| Reaſon could be ſo wrreaſonadle, and 


| man in other matters, ſhould be fo 
' far befide themſelves in that which 
| & the only cling that its commer- 
dable 


they chat had che commcn wie of 


, 


39 
dable to be wiſe for ; that ſuch ſot- 
tiſh Redſonings ſhould prevail with 
them againſt the cleareft light, and 
nothing ſhould be preferred before 
all things,and ow cp fercht from 
chaff and dung, ſhould conquer thoſe 
that were fetcht from Hea. em! O 
what heart-renting thoughts will 
theſe be, when Eternity ſhall afford 
them lerſure for an impartial re- 
view / Yea that they ſhould deceive 
others alſo with ſuch a groſs deceir, 
and ſcorn at all that would nos be 
as mad as they : that being drun- 
ken with the worlds delufron, 


they 
ſhould abuſe all chat were cruly fo- 


ber; that the one thing needfilf; 


ſhould ſeem to them a needleſs thing ! 
T hat their tongues ſhould plead 
thele delufions of their wicked 
hearts, and they ſhould be enenzes 
to thoſe that would not be enemies 
toGod, and rorhemlelves, and caft 


away their Time and Souls as chey . 


did ! They will wonder wich ſetF-in- 
dienation, what could bewiech 
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them into fo great unreaſonableneſls, 
below a man, againſt the /ipþt of na» 
thre, as well as of ſupernatural re- 
velation. 

Hanourable and beloved HKearers, 
1 beieech you do not take it !l, that 
I ſpeak ſo much of theſe matters 
that are fo unpleaſant and unwel- 
come to unbelieving, careleſs, car- 
nal hearts : It isthat ] may prevent 
all chis in cime, by the awakenings 


of true Repencance : And O that 


this might be the ſucceſs! That I 
migat hear by your penitent Con» 
fellions, and ſee by your univerſal 
egy reformation, tiat God hata 
o great Mercy for you, & that theſe 
per {waſions mizhe be the means of 
fomuca Happineſſe to you, and 
comfore unto me | However this 
Aſſembly (hall be witneſes that you 
were warned : and Conſcience {hall 
be wicnels, rhat if you waſt the reſt 
of your dayes in the pleaſures and 
vaniries of this deceitful world, it 
was not becauſe you conl4 have no 

better, 
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better, and were not called to high- 


er things. That if yon yet ſtand idle, 


it 15 not becauſe you could not be 
hired. For in the name of Chriſt 
| have called you into his vineyard, 
and told you of your work and 
wages , and aſhamed your excuſes 
and objections this day.Come away 
chen ſpeedily from the ſnares of fin- 
- ners, and the Company of decei- 
ved hardened men, and caſt away 


the works of darkneſſe! Heavenjs | 


before you ! Death 1s at hand : The 
Eternal God hath ſent to call you ! 
Mercy doth yer ſtretch forth its 
arms,! You have ſtaid too long, and 
abuſed Patience too much already : 
Stay no longer ! O now pleaſe God, 
and comfort us, and fave your 
ſelves by Reſolving that this ſkall be 
the Day'.: and faithfully performing 
of this your Reſolution, Up and be do- 
ing : Belteve, Repent, Delire, Ovey, 
and do all this with all your Might. 
Love him that you muſt Love for 
ever, and Love him with all your 


j ©  » Soul | 


- 


( 142 )) 
Soul and Might; ſeek that which 


will pay for all your coft and pains: 
And ſeek it firſt with all your Might : 


Never. 


RYST I conclude, I have two 
42 meflages yet to deliver to the 
ſervants of the Lord: The One 1s 
of Encouragement : The Other of 
Diredion. 

| I know that many of you have a 
| threefold trouble, which requireth 
| a threefold comfort and enconrage- 
mentr.. 

_ Oneis, that you have done (o 
| little of your: work 3; bnet loſt fo 
| mach of your time already : An- 
| other is, that you are {o oppoſed 
and hindred. And the greateſt 
ofall js, that you are yer {o dull 
F and ; flow: The cure of which 
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mult be the matter of my Dire- . 


is truly worth the ſeeking, and it 
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1, For the firſt: - That you 
have lolt your Time, muſt be = 
matter of your Humiliation. Bur 
that all is not loſt, before you ſee 
your fin and duty; but . yet the 
patience and mercy of the Lord 
are attending you, and continu- 
ing your hope; this is the mgtter 
of your comfort ang encouragement. 
Repent therefore” that you came 


no ſooner home : But rejoyce that | 


you are come home at Jaſt: and 
now be more diligent. in redeem- 
ing your time, in remembrance 
of the time already loſt; And 
though it muſt be your grief ;-- 


that your Maſter. hath been. de» .Þ 


prived of ſo much. as his ſervice, 
and others.of (o much -good which 
you ſhould haye done Haw and - 


that time is Joſt that cannot be Þ 


recalled; yet it 1s your 'comfort,- 
that your own. Reward may be: 
equal with them that have born... 
El the burthen and heat of :the day: Þ 
For many that are laſt (in = 

time 
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time of their coming in) fhall be 
firſt (in| receiving their reward.) 
This 1s the meaning of that Pa- 
rable in| Mat. 20. which was ſpo- 
ken to enconrage them that had 
ſtood out too long, and taxrebuke 
the envie, and high expeQations 
of them that came in ſooner: 
and it 1s no whit contradifory 
to thoſe] paſſages in Matth. 25. 
which intimate a different degree 
of glory to be given to them that. 
have different degrees of Grace 
npon their - induſtrious improve»: 
ment. The one: Paravle Matth. 
20, ſhews that men ſhall not be 
rewarded differently for their lon-. 
ger or ſhorter continuance 1n the FN, 
work, but that thoſe that came 
in late, and yet are found with 
equal holineſs, ſhall be reward- 
ed equally with the firſt: And 
more, if ther holineſs be more, 
which 'the ſecond Parable exprel- 
ſeth, declaring Gods purpole-to 
give ''them the greareft Glory, 
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that have improved their: .Holi- | 


neſs to the greateſt Meaſure. 
therefore that the ſenſe of your 
former unkindneſs might. .pro+ 
voke you the more reſolvedly to 
give Up your ſelves 1n fervent 
love, and full obedience! and 
then you will find that your 
Time 1s Redeemed, though. it 
cannot be recalled ; and. that 


| Mercy hath ſecured your, full re- 
ward, O what an unſpeakable- 


Mercy is this! that if yet you 
vill devote your ſelves. entirely co 
Chriſt, and ſerve him with your 
might, the lictle time that yet 
remains, he will take it as if you 
Fhad come in at the 'fiſt hour of 
the day ! | 


2, And as for the Qppokition- : 
and> hinderances in; .your- Way," ; 
they are, no other , then. what © } 


jour Lord foretold. He: hath: gone 


before you, and conquered mich 


more then ever you. will -en- 


counter from without (though: he. 
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had not a bedy of fin to conquer : 
and in thac. reſpe& the cor- 
Queſt of his Spiret in his wmem- 
ters , hath the preheminence of 
his perſonal conquelt. ) He hath 
bid you Be of good chear, becauſe 
he hath overcome the World, 
If you wilt not take up your 
crols and follow him , you car- 
not be his Diſciples , Foh. 16. 33. 
Ltth. 14. 27, 33. Would you be 
ſoldiers on condition you may not 

_ fight ; or fight, and yer have no of- 
poſition? Follow the Captain of 
your ſalvation, If mocking , or 
buffeting, or ſpitting in: his face, 
or hanging him upon a Croſs, or 
- Piercing his fide, would have made 
im give up the work of your Re- 
demption, you had been left to 
utter deſperation. The yer 
 oa-that is conquerable, ſhouk ſerve 
Þut to! excite your comrage and re 
ſolution, in a caſe of ſuch neceſſity 
where you mu? prevail, or periſh 
Have you God himſelf oY 
6 


W- - 
eg N 
CH AE 
. > .- Land 
- _ | $ m—_ Ca 


C147) 
de, Rom. 8. 31. and Chnityonr - 
Captain , and he Spirit > Cho L 
to give you courage, and the Pro | 
mile to.invite yon, and Heavenbe» 
fore you, and Hell behind you, 
and theexamples of fuch an A : 
of conquering Believers :. "wad 7 
(hall - the Be or threats. 
crawling Worm prevail ag; 
all theſe . for your diſcourage- 
ment ? You are not afraid leſt. a- - 
ny man ſhould pull down the Stu, * 
cr dry up the See, or overtara. the 
Earth : And are.you afraid that Man - 
ſhould conquer God ? Rom. $. 37-op - 
take you out of the hands of cif 
Joh. 10. 28. 39. Mark: how .they 
uſed David, Plal.. 56. 3, 45 54 4 
Every . day they wref. my: words ] 
their thoughts are againſt me for enil'; * 
They gether themſelues.together : they 
hide mſelves : they MOR 1p theps 
when they wait for - | 
what did-he therefore ce 
God? No.. 5a ps 
I will truſt in thee; In God: 'E 
*Y Hz - praiſe 

b | | I 


- (148) 

pratſe his word; In God have I þ 
my tru? ; I will not fear what file 
can do unto-me \| Ila. 51. 7, v. 
[. Hearken to me; ye that (oy righ- 
teouſneſs, the people in whoſe heart 1s 
the Law; Fear ye not the reproach of 
men, neither be ye afraid of their re- 
wvilings ; For the moth fhall eat them 
up like a garment, and the worm ſhall 
eat them like. wool : but my Righte- 
ouſneſs ſhall be for ever, .and my Sat- 
vation "ro generation to generation. | 
You deſerve to be ſhut out of Hea- 
ven, if you will not bear the breath 
of a fools derifion for it. 

3.But(faith the ſe}f-accuſmg ſoul) ' 
T am convinced that T ought to be la- 
borious for my ſalvation, ,and that all 
this ts too little that I can do: but! 
am dull, ' and cold, and negligent in 
all: Tam far from doing it with my 
might : T hear, and read, and pray, 6 
if I did it not, and as if Twere half 
aſteep, or my heart were away upon 
Fmcoba elſe. I fear T am but a lazy 
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\. Anſ».. 1 ſhall faſt ſpeak to th 
doubt, and then to dire& thee-again 
thy f1n. 

And firſt, you muſt be, reſolved. 
whether your {loath be ſuch as 1s pre- 
dominant , or Mortifi'd: ſuch as 
proveth that you are dead 1n fin, or - 
onely ſuch as proveth you but diſ+ 
eaſed and infirm. 

And to know this, yoll muſt di-- ' 
ftinguiſh, 1. Beeween the dulneſs and 
coldneſs of the Afettions; and the 3 
unreſolvedaeſſe. and Diſobedience. of-- 
the ſou]. 2. Between a ſloathfulneſs-* 

| that keepeth men from agodly life in 
a life of wickednets, and that which 
only keepeth them from ſome parti» - 
cular aCt of duty, or abateth the de- 
gree of their ſincere afte&ion and o- - 
bedience. 3. Between that-ſloath - 
that 1s the vicious habie of the Ii; - 
and that which is the effed of ape, or” © 
ſickneſs, or melancholy, or other di- 


- 
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| ſtemper of the body. -þ 
And ſo the caſe ſeth pane 
you. 1. If it benot only your affe&i- '; 
H 3 | ons; 
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ons that are dull, but your will 
ehrough ſhoath is »nreſofved; and this 
not only 1n a tempration to the a- 
batement of ſome degrees, and the 
negle&of ſome particular duty, but 
aguink a We life, and againſt P 
for[aking our reigning fin anc 
ForJaRe not a hr ſome bodily 
diffemper, diſabling your Reaſon , 
\ but from thewicious Habit of your 
Wills : then is your floath a mortal 
| fign, and proves you in a graceleſs 
\ Rate: But if che floath which you 
' complain of, be onely the dulnefs 
of your affefions, and the backward- 
| neſs of your wills, to ſome bigh 
degrees, or particular daties, and the 
effe& of ſome bedily diftemper, or 
the weakneſs of your ſpiritual life, 
while your wls are habitually re- 
ſolved for God, and a boy tie, againſt 
a worldly fieſhly  » his 15. your 
infirmity, and a fin to be lamented, 
but nat a mark of death and grace- 
lefineſs. 
You will have a backward as 
bs. 4 
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full beart to firive with while you” 
live; bue bleſs God that you are” 
offended with itz an d-would faimn- : 

| be delivered This was Paws : 
evidence, Rom, 7, 24. You will 
have fleſh, and- fleſh will plead for 
ies intereſt, and will be ſtriving : 
againſt the Spirit; but bleſs 
that you have alſo the Spirit co 
ſtrive againſ che fleſh. Be thankful 
that you have life to feel your | 
{icknels, though you languiſh under -: 
it, and cannot. work as healthfult © 
men; and that you are in the way 
Heaven, though you 80 notſofaft as 
you ſhould and would. "ea 

2. Bat yet, thongh you have : 
Life, it is ſo grievousto be diſeuſed, 
and languifth under ſuch an infir- - 
mitty as floath, that I adviſe you 
co ſtir up your (elves to che utmoſt, 
and give not way to a lazie tempers. : 
and that you may ſerve the-Lord- 
with all your might, I recommend- 
theſe few Dire&ions to your ob» / 


ſervation; 1 
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Dir. 1. When you would be 
|  quickened up to ſeriouſneſſe and 
| @«iigence, Have ready at hand ſuch 
"quickning Conſiderations, as are here 
before propounded to you, and ſet them 
before you, and labour to work them 
#poxn your hearts. Powerful truths 
would have ſome power upon 

your ſouls, if you will bue ſober- 
ly apply your reaſons to them and 
plead them 'with your ſelves , as 
you would do with another, in any 
of your reproofs or exhorta- 
tions. 

Dir. 2. 'Take heed le} any worldly 
deſign or intereft, or any lutt or (en- 
ſual delight, divert your minds from 
God and duty. For all the powers 
"of your ſoul will languiſh, waen 
F you ſhould ſet them on work on 

ſpiritual things, and your hearts 
will be abroad, when you ſhould 
be wholly taken up with God, 
if once they - be entangled with. 
worldly things. Watch therefore 
over them in your Callings, e= 
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the Creature ſteal too deep -into = 
your afteftions: For if you be. 
alive to the world , -you will: be. © 
in.that meaſure dead to God. © 
Dir. 3. If gt be poſſible, | live under 
a. tively Minlſiry, that when your ' 
kearts go cold and” dull unto the Aſ- * 
ſearblies, they may come warm and 
quickned home, Life cheriſheth life, 
as fie kindleth fire... The Word © 
and Ordinances of - God : are 
quick, powerful, and ſharper then -- 
any two-edged ſword, piercing 
even to the dividing aſunder of - 
ſoul and ſpirit, and 1s a diſcerner 
of the thoughts and incents of the 
hearts, Heb. 4. 12. and therefore 
it may do much to make you feel. : 
Many a thouſand hath. it: pricked ; 
at the heart, and ſent them-.home 
alive, that before were” dead, Afis. ©: 
2.37. Much more may you expet - 
that it ſhould excite the prineple 
which you have already. l 


Dir. 4. If it maybe, conrerfy pi 3 
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lively, ative, firring Chriftians ; 
but eſpecially have one ſuch for a 
bofome Friend, that will warm yoh 
when you are cold; and help to 

| awake you when you drop a ſleep, 
and will not comply with you 
in a declining, lazie, and unpro= 
fitable courſe, Ecclef. 4. 9, 10, 1t. 
Two are better then one, —_—_ e they 
bave a good reward 'for their labour: + 

: For if tbey fall, the one will lift up 

* bis fellow; but woe to him that s 
alone when be falleth, for he hath not 

; emother to'belp bim up. Again, if. 
two [ie together, then they have heat; | 

' but how can one aldne be warm? 

' And if one prevail apainit him, two-- 

- "ſpall withitand him; and a threefol4 
cord is not eafily broken. 

+ - Dir. 5. Put not away from you the 

ay of death. Look not for long life. 
It is the life to come that muſt be” | 

- bhe life of all your duties here* 
and"diſtant things do. loſe cheit ; 
forge. Ser death, and jadgwees be 
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and eternall life continually a= 
near at hand; live in a watehfull. : 
expeRation of your change, do all. 
as.dying men, and as paſfling to. | 
receive the recompence' of endlefſe--: 
joy or woe; and this will quicken. . 
you, To this end, go often'to the 
houſe of mourning, and-be not un«- 
' ſealonably or immoederafrely. in the-_ 
. Houſe of Mirth When you' ob-. 
ſerve what is the end of all-men, 
the heart will be made better by 
it, Eccleſ. 7. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, But ex« * 
ceſs of carnal mirth doth infatuace-- 
men, and deftroy their wiſdom, ſe- 
riouſneſs and ſobriety. Keep always- 
a'enſtof the brevity of Life, and: 
of the preciouſieſs of Time, and-? 
remember that it is poſting on whe=- 
ther you work or play. Methinks, if 
you forget any of the relt, 'thig one- ? 
conlideration that we have in hand); - 
= ſhould make you' beftir, 'you with: ? 
= Ju Might, that, It mult bz ow 
_. Never. Wo. has. > 
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. - I ſhall only add two needful Cau- 
tions, leſt while we cure one dileaſle, 
we cauſe another (as knowing that 
corrupted-natureis uſed to run-from 
extream into extream. -| 

I. Deſire and labour more for an 
high ejtimation of things (piritual 
and eternal, and a fixed reſolution, 
and an even and diligent exdeavour, 
then for paſſionate. feelings and affe- * 
Gions. For theſeYatter are more un- 
con(tant in the beſt, and depend 
much on the temper of the body, & 
are not of ſo great neceſlity as the 
| former, though excellent in ajuſt 
degree and ſeaſon. For its poſlible 
that paflions even about good things 
may be too much, when Eft:mation, 
Reſolution, and regular Endeavours, 
cannot. ) | 

z. Be ſuſpicious when you have 
the warmeſt and livelieft Afeions, 
left wur 1udgments ſhould be pervert- 
ed by following when they ſhould 
dead. It's very common for pu 
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and ſirong Aﬀetitons, even. to that 
which 1s geod, to occafion the mi- 
Fakes of the underſtanding, and 
make men look all on one. fide, and 
think they can never goi far enough | 
from ſome particular fins, ill 1 þ ous 
rantly they are carried jnto- ſome 
perhaps as - great on the-other bund. 
Be warned by che fad experience _ 
theſe times, to ſulpe& your j 
ments in the fervour of your a < 
ctions. 

And obſerving theſe cautions; Jer 
nothing abate your Zeal and Dilt= 
gence, but whatever Duty: 18.et be- 
fore you, do it with your Might : for 
it muif'be Now or Never. 1 
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"Hough 1 know that the enmi- 

ty to a holy, heavenly life is {o 
radicated in corrupted nature, that 
all that I have (aid is neceſſary ati 
r09 little; yet fome | know. will think 
it ſtrange that ſhould inctimate,thar 
any that preaca the Colin guH- 
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ty of any meaſure of this fin, and 
will chink that I intend by it tore- 
fle& upon ſome parties above the 
reſt.. But again I profeſs, that it 
1s no party but the Devills party, 
and the ungodly party, that 1 
mean * and its hard if you will nor 
beleve me concerning myown ſenſe; 
Nor 1s 1t my defire that any of the 
odiouſnels of Schiſm, Sedition, Re- 
 bellzon, or diſobedience to Authori- 
ty, ſhould be ſo much as diminiſhed 
| by any mens profeſſion of godlineſs, 
No, I beſeech you,by how much the 
"more godly you are, by ſo much the 
more dete't all theſe; godlineſſe 
tendeth to ſhame & condemn theſe 
odious fins, and not to be'a cloak for 
them or any extenuation. Nay, what 
can more aggravate- them, then 
that they ſhould be formd in the pro- 
feflors of godlineſs? I again pro- 
feb thatl have no deſign but co viead- 
for ſerious diligence in the Religion 
- which we are all agreed in, __ £0 
OP 
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the mouth of thoſe that wick- * 

A ſpeak againſt 1 it. 

- Bur alas! it 18 too evident that I" 
have too many co {peak to that are 
not innocentz why elſe doth Scrip- 
ture tell us that ſuch there will be 
ſtill ro the end of rhe world ? and” 
that there is ſome that preach Chrift+ - 
of ſtrife and envy, to add affliftion- 
to the bonds of the affited !” And 
how came holy Mr. Boſten to find'{o' 
much work for theſe rebukes fo late- 
ly m his time, as in his books you: 
find * And can we already forget _ 
what abundance of "Ant omit 
Teachers were among us, that turn- 
ed out the very doarine off prattical 
diligence,. and crying it down as x © 
ſetting up our ſelves and our own: : 
works,and aSinfurious to freegraces - 
and under pretence of exalting | 
Chrift did ſet up an heartleſs, 'hfe- 
leſs do&rine, that tended'to turn 
out the life of 2 Chriſtianity, and 
take men off their neceſlary dili- _ 
Fence © 
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as 2 legal dangerous thing? - 

And what Ordinance of God hath. 
not been.caſt out by Preachers them= 
ove upon Religious pretences,, 
ily-Duties, Catechiling, . Sing-. 
| AY Plalms, Baptiſm, the Lords, 

Supper, and which not? And .if 
_ all theſe were down, wherein ſhould 

the. pratice of Religion conſiſt ? 
And what abundance of Pamphlets. 
had we that laboured to make the 
Orthodox, faichfull Miniſtry a very. 
ſcorn, and, deride them for their 
faithful ſervice of God, and their 
faithfulnels to their Superiors,inop- 
patron to their unrighteous ways ? 

I am loath to blot my papers, and 
trouble your ears with the names 
of the Martin-mar-prieſts, and a 
mulcitude. of ſuch others which 1 
mean. 
| And letno Papiſt, or any enemy 
of our Church, reproach us, becauſe 
ſuch enemies co Holineſs are found 
among us, . Can it be expetted that, 
our 
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our Church ſhould be better ehian” 
the Family of Adam, that had a 
Cain ? or of Noah, that had a'Cham'? - - 
or of Chriſt, that had a Fu4#? And 


are there nut far more enemies to - 


ſerious godlineſs among the Papifts' 
themſelves, then among us? One 
inſtance out of the Life of Philip 
Nerius, the Father of the Oratort- 
ans, I will pnt into the Preface, be» 
cauſe it is toolong to be here inſert- 
ed. There is no place, nor rank of 
men in the world, where ſome of _ 
the enemies of an holy life are not 
to be found, even among thoſe that 
profeſs the ſame Religion in DoArt- 
nals, with thoſe whom they oppole. 
Cirift and the Devil have their fe- . 
veral Armies; and if once the De- 
vil disband his Souldiers, and have - 
none to oppoſe a holy life, ther tell 
me that its a needleſs thing to de- 
 fendit, and to confute them. Brntl 
am liſted under Chriſt, & will never 
give over pleading for him, till on | 
| 42d- 
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adverſaries give over pleading a« ' 
gainſt him, and his cauſe, as long as 
he continuech my liberty and duty, 
And bleſſed be the Lord, that if an 
Hypocritical Preacher be found a» 
monyg us, that ſecretly or openly diſ- 
graceth a diligent holy life,there are 
more able, holy fatthful ones to con» 
fute him both by Do&rine, and by 
their Lives, then are to be found in 
any other Kingdom in the world 
proportionally, that ever I could 
hear of, And that the faittiful Daſci- 
ples are ſo many, and the Jads'es 
{o few, how great a blefling is it to- 
this Land, and how great an honour 
to his Majefties Government, and to. 
the Church in his Dominions? The - 
Lord teach this ſinful Nation to be 
-"thankfu), and pardon their ingrati- 
tude, and never deprive them of 

this forfeited mercy.TheLord teach + 
them to hearken to the Friends, and 
not tothe Enemies of Holine(s, and. 
- never-to xeceive @ wound " on L | 

zeart * 
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heart of their Religion, however 
F they hear their ſmaller differences 
about things circumſtancial. 

And now I ſhould conchide, I am 
loth to end, for fear leſt 1] have nor 
yet prevailed with you: What are 
you now reſotved to F from this day” 
ane A It is 2h Nos we oulandoy 
been ſpeaking of, and nec 
of endleſs conſequence, w op, muſt 
be done, and quickly done, and: 
chroughly done. ' Are you'rniot cor 
incl hats br fo Five plowing 
and ſowing are not more neceſſary” 
to your harveſt,then the work of ho- 
lmeſs, in this day of grace, is nece(- 
ſary to your ſalvation? You are blind 
ifyou lee not this: you are dead if. -/ 
you feel it not : what then will 
do? For Gods ſake, and for your” * 
own fake, ſtand not demurringeill* | 
time be gone. Tt is all'that theDevil* -: 
delireth, if he can bur find your one” | 
. thing or other to be thinking, ad” 
© talking, and doing about, to keep 
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you-from this till eime be gone; and 
then he will inſult over you, & then 
he that kept you from ſeeing and 
feeing, will help you to ſee and feel 
to your calamity : Then the'Devil | 
will make you feel chat which Preach 
ers could. not make you feel: and 
he will make you think of that, and 
lay. it cloſe enough to your hearts, 
which we could not get you to lay 
to heart. Now we {thdy and-preach 
to you In hope, but then (alas it 
breaks our hearcs to think of it ) we 
have done with you for ever,becauſe 
all hope is gone. Then the Devil. 
may challenge a MiniſX.r : [ Now do 
thy worſt to bring ehis finner: tg re- 
pentance; Now call to-him to con« 
ſider, and believe, and come to 
Carift; Now offer him mercy, and. 
intreat him toaccept it; Now cry. 
to him to take heed of fin and of 
temptations, tiat he comes not to 
this place of torments; Naw tell. 
him of the beauty or meauuy 
”— 


(ION: 
holineſs, and call npon him to Turk 
and Live; Now do thy worſt to 
_ reſcue him from my power, and'to 

ſave his ſoul, ] Ali pobe {inner !. 
will you ſtop your ears,and go on In 
ſin,and damn your ſelves, and break 
our hearts to fore-ſee that day ! Muſt 
we ſee the Devil go away with ſich 
a prey, and ſhall wenot reſcue your 
captivated ſouls, bEcatiſe you will 
not hear, yon will not ſtir, you wall 
not conſent! Q1 hear 'the God of 
Heaven if you will not hear us, who 
cal.eth to you, Retarn and Live! Olt 
hear him that ſhed hisblond for ſouls 
and tendereth you now ſal vation'by- _ 
_ his blood! O hear without any more _ 
delay, before all is gone, and'yon 
are gone,and he that now decerveth- - 
you,' torment you 7 Yet hold on a 
little longer ina carnal, earthly; un= 
ſanAKrfied ſtate, and it 1s too late 
to hope, to pray, or ſtrivefar your 
ſalvation : Yet alittle longer, and 
mercy will have done with'you'for 
ever ; 
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ever; and Chriſt will never 1avite 
- you more, nor never offerto cleanſe 
you by bis Blood,.or ſanfifie you by 
his Spiric ! Yet a little longer, and 
you ſhall never hear a Sermon. more, 
and never more be troubled with 
' thoſe Preachers that were in good 
ſadneſs with you, and longed once 
for your converlion and ſalvation | 
O ſleepy deadahearted finners, what 
fhould I] do to ſhow you how near 
you ſtand to Eternity, and what is 
now doing in the world that you 
are going to, & how thele things are 
thought on there ! What ſhould I do 
tomake you know how Tume 1s va- 
lued, how fin and holinefle are eftee- 
med in the world where you muſt 
hive for ever ! Whar ſhould I do to 
make you know/thole things to day, 
which I will net thank you to know , 
-. when you are gone hence! Othat 
the Lord would open your eyes 1n 
time / Could | but make you know 
theſe things as_ believers ſhould 
know 
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know them, I ſay not as thoſe that 
(ee them, nor yet as dreamers, that 
do not regard them, but as thoſe. 
that beheve that they muſt ſhorely 
ſee them ; what a joyfrll hours work 
ſhould” I eſteem- this ! how happy 
would it be to you and me, it every 
word were accompanied with tears ! 
If } followed you home and beg?d 
your Conhderation on my bear 
knees, or asa beggar begs an alms at 
your doors, If ths Sermon coſt me 
as many- cenfures or {ſanders as ever 
Sermon did, Þ ſhould notthiink it 
too dear, if I could but help you to 
ſuch a fight of the things we (peak 
of, that you might truly underſtand }! 
them as they are : that you had bne 

a true awakned apprehenſion of the = 
ſhortnefle of your day, of the-near- 
leſs of eternity, and of the endleſs 
conſequence of your preſent work ; 
and what holy labour and finful loy- 
tering- will -be thought of m t 
worldto come for ever! Bute when _ 
we 
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we ſee you ſin, and crifle, and no 


more regard your endleſs life,” and . 
' ſee alſo what haſte your Time 1s 


making, and yet- cannot make you 
underſtand theſe things ; when we 
know our ſelves as ſure as we [peak 
to you, that you will ſhortly be aſto- 
nilhed at the review of your preſent 
floth and folly, and whey we know 
that thele matters are not thought 
of 1n another world, as they are 
among the {leepy or the bedlam fin- 
ners here, and yet know not how to 
make you know it,, whom it doth fo 
exceeding much concern ; this a- 
mazeth us, and almoſt breaks .our 
hearts! Yea, when we tell you of 


things that are pa} doubt, and can_ 


be no further matrcer of contro- 
verſie, then men have ſold their un- 
derſtandings, & betrayed their rea- 
ſon to their ſordid luſts, and yet 
we cannot get reaſonable men' to 
know that which they cannot chool? 


' but know, to know that ſeriouſly 


and 
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|. 
and pradtically, which alwayes hatly ' 
a witne(s intheir breifts/ and*:which 
none bur the profligate dare deny 
F tell you ſinners, this, even this -is 
worſe” then a priſon to ns; itis you 
that are our perſecutors; it is you 
that are the daily ſorrow of our hearts, . 
its you that diſappoint us of: our. 
hopes, and make usloſe fo mach of 
the labour of our lives! And if all. 
others did as ſome do by us, alas 
how fad an employment ſhould we 
have ! and how heele would it trou- 
ble us to'be filenced and laid afide} 
If we were fick ofthe ambitious or 
covetous thirſt, we ſhould »then Fr 
chat it is they that deny us wealc 
and honour that difappoirit'us.) But 
if ve are Chriſtians, rhis 1s:not our 
cale, but it is the thirlt after:your 
converfion and ſalvation which af+ 
tecteth us: and therefore/it is you; 
even you that linger in/out linsand 
delay reperitance, ' ahd' forget: your 
home, and negle&your ſouls,” iris 
I you 
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you that diſappoint us,and you that 
are our aftiifters; and as much as 
you think youbefriend us when you 
plead our cauſe againſt men of vio- 
lence and rage, 1t is you that ſhall 
anſwer for the loſs of our time, and 
labour, and hope, axd for the grigy- 
ing of your Teachers hearts, 
* Sinners, What ever the De\Yy and 
raging pail:on may ſay againſt a holy 
life, God and your own con(cieuces 
(hall be' our witnefles, that we defſi- 
red nothing unreafonable, ar unne- 
ceſlary at your hands. I know it is 
the maſter-piece of the Devils craft, 
when he cannot keep all Religion jn 
contempt, to raiſe vÞ a duſt of con- 
eroverfie-in the world about names, 
and forms, and circumſtances inRe- 
ligion, that he may keep men bulily 
ſtriving about theſe, while Religion 
jt ſelf is negleted or .unkgown; 
cory dg eng er eggs 
c FP. AaVe IOMe ON, D&” 
cauſe they are for one lide or other 
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From profiting toſalvation by the do- 
Arine whith even your ſelys profeſs) 


If this be the caſe of any one of 
you, I do not mean your conſciences 


ſhall fo ſcape the power or evidence 


of the truth." Doſt thou talk'oF 6ttr- 
differences abount' Forms arid Cere- 
monies ? Alas man !- what's that to 
the meſſage which we come abont 


to thee, what 1s that to the bufi- 


nels that' we” are preachimg* of? 
The queftion ' that I'am purong tO 
you, is not' whether you will} be 
for this form of Church-Govern- 
ment or for thar, for a Ceremony or | 
againſt it; bur it is, whether you 


will heartken 1n time to Cod and 


conletefice, and be as biiftf&to pro- 
Vide For'' Heaven 23) ever" You Five 
been to provide for Earth ? and 
whether you will ſer your ſelves to 
d6 the work that you are'Created 


| _eff#' Redeenied for 2 This2ig the 


buſineſs that']-am'ſent e6' call you toj 
what fay you? will you do it,anddo 
it ſeriouſly without delay 2 You ſhall 

not 
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not be able to fay, that | called yow 
to a Party, a fation,; or. ſome opis 
nion ofjmy:own, or laid your ſalvas 
tion upon ſfonie:doubtful.controvery 
fie. /Nofinner, th y.conſcience {hall 
have no (ſuch fhift for 1ts.deceit_; It 
is godlineſſe, ſerious and pradtical 
godlineſs that thon art called to.]tis 
nothing but whatall chrijians in the 
world, hoth:Papifts & Greeks,% Pro- 
tetants, afid all the parties among 
thoſe that' are true cbriftians, are a= 
greed in the profeſſion of. That | may. 
not /eave thee in any _derkneſs which. 
T can deliver thee from, Ve tell thee di- 
tinaly,though ſaccinQly, what it is 
that thou art. thus  importuned tg3- 
and tell me then whether it be thac” 
which any chriflian can Make doubt of. 
1. That. which ] intreac. of ahee 
is, bur .qq. ive 25 one,: that Ver! 
believeth there isa God, and that- 
this God is the Creator, the Lord, 
and Ruler of the world 5 and that it 
1s 1ncomparably more of. our Pat 
© lb nels 
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s\ neſs to underftannd and obey his 
Laws, and as faichful Subje&s: to 
jy be” conformed 'to them, 'then- co 
| obſerve or be conformed to the 
Laws of Man : And to liveas men 
q thit do believe, that this God 48 
 Almghty, and the preateſt of 
jy men are leſs then crawling worms 
| to him; and" that he is- infinitely 
q wiſe, and the wiſdom of man is 
 foolfhneſs ro him; and chat heis 
infinitely good and amiable , and 
the 'beſt of creatures is dung and 
 $lth in compariſon of him3 and 
i That his love js the only Riicity 
i} of min, and that none are happy 
but thoſe that do enjoy it, wad 
i none that do enjoy it can be mi- 
i! ſecuble; and that riches, and ho- 
_ nors, «nd fleſhly- delights ace bru- 
{ tiſh- Yanities in compariſon of clie 
| eretnal love of God. Live buc as 
Men that heartily believerh all 
this, and I have that 1 come for. 
And is any of this « witter of 
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controverſie or doubt ? not among 
Chriſtians [ an (ure; not among 
wiſe men. It is no doubt to thoſe 
in heaven, nor to thoſe in hell, not 
tro thoke that have not loſt under- 
tanding upon earth, chey Live then 
according to thele truths. 

2. Live as men that verily be- 
lieve, that Mankind is fallen into fmne 
and mijery, and that all men are 
corrupted, - and under the condem- 
nation of 'the Law of till they 
are delivered, pardoned, reconciled 
to God; and made new CreauIres 
by a renewing, reſtoring ſanQitly- 
ing change. Live but as men tha 
beheve that this cure muſt be 
wronght, and: this great reſtoring 
change muſt be made; upon your 
ſelves,if it be not done alreedy.. Live 
as men that bave ſo great awotk 
to look after. And is this amatter'vf 
any doubt or coutroverſte 2 (ure it 1s - 
not to z Chriſtian : and me-thinks 


il 
$4 
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that knoweth himſelf, any more then 


to a man in' a dropſy, whether he be 


diſeaſed, when he feels the thirſt, and 
ſees the ſwelling. Did you but know 
what cures and changes are nece(- 
ſfarily to be made upon your diſea- 
ſed miſerable ſouls; if you care what 
becomes of them, you would.ſoon 


fee cauſe.to look about you. 3, Live 


but as men that verily believe that 
you are Redeemed by the Son of God, 


who hath ſuffered for your fins, and 


broughe you the tidings of pardon & 


| | ' ſalvation, which you may have if yon 
will give up your ſelves to him, who 


3s the phyfitian of ſouls,to be healed 
by him. Live as men that believe, 
that the infinite love of God reveal- 
ed toloſt mankind in theRedeemer, 


fy doth bind us to love þim with all our 


beerts,and ſervehim with all our re- 
ftored faculties, and to work as thoſe- 
that have the greate} thankfulneſs to 
fhew, aswell as the greateſt mercies 
ro receive,'and miſerieto eſcape : & 

as 
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as thoſe that believe, that if ſinners - 
chat without Chrif had no hope; ſhall 
now love their fins, & refaſe toleave 
them, and to repent and be conver= 
red,and ip he reject che mer- 
cie of ſalvation lo dearly bought, and 
(o freely offered them, le AmaaLigh 
will be | ity as their fin is dau- 
bled. Live but as men that have ſuck 
Redemption to admire; ſuch mer- 
cie to entertain, and ſuch a falvati- 
on to attain, 'and that are ſuretbe 
can never ſcape if they continne* 
negle& ſo great ſalvation, Heb. 2.3 
Andis there any chatrovebwlile 
Chriſtians-in any of this? © There 
15 not certainly, 4. Live butasmerr + 
that believe, that the boly- Ghoſt is- 
given by Feſ Chrif to convert, to you 
ken,to ſandiifie all [that be will ſave : 8 
chat except you be born of the Spint; 
you ſhall nor enter into the Kingdons 
of Heaven,arid that ifany man haye- 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, 'theſame1s 
none of his, Foþ.3.5,6: Kom:$:9; And 
Wes © that: 
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chat without this , no-patching or 

ing of your lives any coaſt 
mon principles wil ſerve the curnfor 
your ſalvation, or make you accept» 
able to God, Heb. 11.6. Live as men 
that believe that this Spirie a5 given 
by the hearing of the word of God, 
and muſt be prayed for, and obeyed, 
& not reſiſted,quench'd,and griev?d, 
And is there any controverkie a» 
mong Chriſtians 1n any of this ? Ask 
thoſe that make a mock at:Holineſle, 
San&ificatian, and the Spirit, whe- 
ther "they be aot baptized into the 
Name ofthe Holy Ghoſt, and profeſs 
to believe in him as their SanAifi- 
er, as wellas in theSon as theirRe- 
deemer?And then ask them whether 
it be not a thing that ſhould make 
even 4 devil co tremble, to.come fo 
near the þlaſphemy againſt che holy 
Ghoſt, as to. mock at his Othce and 
SanRifying work,and at theh»lanes, 
without which no man [hall ſee the 
Lord!Heb. 12. 14. aud this after they 


arc 
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are baptized, and profeſs te believe" 
Mn the holy Ghoſt astheir San&iſter? 
5, Live but as men $hat believe that 
fn is the greateſt epi/,the thing which 
the Holy Ghoſt abhorrechs and then 
yoy wilknever make 2 mack af it, as 
Solomon (awh che fooliſh do,P P81 4-9» - 
uor ſay, What harmis in it? 6.Live 
but @s men that believe no fir 3s par= 
doned without Repentance,andthat 
Repentance is che loathing and for- 
ſaking of fun 3 and if Char 38 be true, | 
it will not (uf: r you to live witfully 
in any groſs {ingnor to defire to keep 
the leali infirmity, nor to be lath ta 
know your unknown fins. 7. Live as 
thoſe that believe that you are:to be 
members of theHolyCatholickChurch, 
and therein to hoid the Communian 
of Saints. And then you will know, 
that it 1S not as a member of,any 
Sect or Party, butas a holy member 
of this holy Church, that you. muſt 
be ſaved : and that it is the name.of 
8 Chriſtian which is mare SRD 

e 
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ble then the name of any diviſion, or 
ſub-divifion among Chriſtians, whe- 
ther Greek, or Papiſt, or Poteſtant, 
or Prelatiſt, or Presbyterian, or In- 
dependent,orAnabapriſt.]t is eafie to 
be of any one of theſe parties; but eo 
bea Chrif#:an,which all pretend to,is 
not (o eaſe. It is ealie to have a burn- 
ing zeal for any divided party or 
caufe, but the common zeal for-Chri- 
ftian Religion, is not-ſo eafie to be 
| kindled,or kept alive, but requireth 
| as much diligence to maintain it, as , 
dividing zeal requireth to quench it; 


It is eaſte to love a party as a Party 3 


but to keep up Catholick charity to. 
s all Chriſtians, & ctolive in that holy 
love & converſe, which is requiſite to 
Fa Chriſtian communion of S_ 
3s not fo eaſe. Satan and corrupte 
nature befriend the love and zeal of. 
fattion,which 1s confined to a party 
on a-controverted cauſe:;but they are 
i enemies to the love of Saints, and 
is co the zeal for holineſs, and to the 
| Catho» 
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chatholick charity,which is fromthe 
ſpirit of Chriſt. You ſee I call you not 
to diviſion,not to fide withSeAs,bur 
to live as members of a holy Catho» ' 
lick Church, which confiſteth of all* 
that be holy in the world :'andto 
liveas thoſe that believe the Commus- 
 nion of Saints. $. Live as thoſe that 
believe that there is a life everlaſt- 
ing,where the SanQified ſhall live in 
endleſs joy, 4nd the unſantihed In 
endleſs puniſhment and woe: live but: 
as men that verily believe a Heaven 
and a Hell, and a day of Judgment, 
1n-which- all- the a&ions of this life 
muſt be revi/ed, & allmen judged to 
their endleſs ſtate. Believe theſe things 
heartily, and then think a holy dili-- 
gence needleſs if you can: Then be of 
thegnind-of the deriders & enemies 
of godlineſs if you can ! If one light-. 
of Heaven or Hell would ferve'wich=-. - 
out anymore ado, inſtead of other . 
arguments to confure al/thercavils of . 
the diſtrated world,8to Juſtifie _ 

2 moſt- 
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moſt diligentSaines in h5 JUCIgmEn 
of thoſe that now abhor chem, why 
ſhould not a ſound belief of the ame 
thing in its meaſire do the (ame ? g. 
{ Live ug as thole that believe this life 
| 3s given-us as theonlyTime to make 
preparation for eternal Jife:and that 
all that ever ſhall be done for youf 
T fſa{vation,mult be Now,juſt Now,be- 
x fore your time's ended-Liveas thoſe 
* that know (and need not faith to 
| tell chem)that this time isſhort,and 
almoſt at an end already,and ſtayerh 
for no man, but as a poſt doth hafte 
away : It will not ſtay while you 
are trimming you or ſporting you : 
it will mot ſtay while you are taken 
up in Stage-plays, in complements, 
in idlenefs, or any impertiuent 
needlels ching;It wil not tarry qgþile 
you ſpend yet che other year, or 
month,or day, in your worldlineſs or 
ambition, or 1n your luſts and ienſual 
delights, & put off your Repentance 
to another time.O fars,for theLords 
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muſt be undone for ever ! Alas, firs; 
how many queſtions of exceeding 
weight have you yet to be reſolved 
in?whether you are truly ſan&ified? 
whether your fins be pardoned?whes« 


whether you are ready to leave this 
 world,and enter upon another? I te// 
you,the anſwering of theſe, and many 
moreſuch queftions, is a matter of 
no ſmall difficulty or concernment.And 
all theſe muſt: be done in this /itt/e 
and uncertain time. Tt-muſt be Now 
or Never. Live but as men that be+« 


queſtionable _— FY 

10. Laſtly, Will you but live: as 
men that belfeve that the world-and 
tne fleſh are the deadly enemies of 
your Salvation; and that believe; 


far ) the love of the Father 15 not in 
him, 1 7oh.2.15,16. Andas men that 
belhieye, chat if ye /ive after fleſh, ye 


know all: that 1s now left nadone 


ther you ſhall be ſaved when you die? 


heve and conſider theſe certain un-- 


that if any man love the world, (fo 


ſhall - 
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ſhall die, but if by the ſpirit:yemore. 


tifie the deeds of the bodie, yeſhall; -_ 


live, Rom. $. 13. and that thoſe'that 
are in Chriſt Zeſw,and are freed from 
condemnat1on, are ſuch as walk not: 
afrer the fleſh, bur after the Spirit, 
Rom.$.1.And that we mult make no 
provifion for the fleſh, co-ſatisfe the 


will or luſts thereof, Rom. 13:40. and _ 


muſt not walk-in gluttonie 8& druns 
kenneſs,in chambering and wanton 
neſs, in ſtrife and erpying, V+ 13. but 
muſt haye our hearts where our trear 
ſure is, Mat. 6. 21. and converſe in 
Heaven, Phil..3:18,19,20. 'and:being 
riſea with Chriſt , muſt ſeek. the. 
things that areabove,and ſet our af 
fetions cn them, and not on the 
things that are on earth, Co/.3-1,243« 

Sirs, will you ſay that any of this 18 
our ſingular opinzon, or matter of cons 
troverſie. & doubt ? Are not all Chris» 
[tians agreed in it ? - Do you not your. 
ſelves profels that you believe it?Live 
then bug as thoſe that do behieye 1t,86 
COg= 
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condemn not your (elves in the things 
that you confels. 

T tell thee,if now thou wilt refuſe to 
live according to theſe common ac« 
knowledged truths, thou ſhalt never 
be \@ble ro ſay before the Lord, that 
mens controverſie about aCer&nony or 
Church-Gopernment, of the manner 
or worſhip, were the things that hin» 
dred thee | bur all forts & fefts (hall 
be witneſſes againſt thee, and condemn 
thee,ſor tÞey all agreed in rheſe things 
even the bloodieſt e&,thar 0M, 
and torment and k#1 others for their 
nces in ſmaller matters, ure yet 
agreed with thoſe that they perſecnte, 
and murder, about theſe things : Pa* 
piſts are agreed in them, and Prote- 
ſtants are agreed in them:All the ſefs 
that are 70” quarrelling among us, 8 
In the world, are agreedin them, who 
are but meet for the name of Chrijti- 
ans. All theſe will be ready to bear 

witneſs againſt the prophane, the ſen- 
| -— Lia regleier of God _ 

V. : is 
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his Salvation, and-toſay,we all con- 
feſſed , notwithſtanding our - other 
differences,thatall theſe things were 
certain truths, : and chat mens lives 
ſhould be ordered according unto theſe. 
Bur if yer you pretend controver» 
fie to cover :your malignity or un- 
godlineſs, { will goa little farther, 
and.tell yu,thar inthe matter as well 
as 1n 'the principles, ir is things thae 
ye ace all agreed in, which-1 call 
youto, and which the ungodly do 
refaſe: Ile briefly ciame them, 
- 1. One part: of your work Which - 
we urge you ito do with all your 
might is, {eriouſly & ſoberly 


"to con- 
fider _ of all yen __ 
mentioned, which youfay youdo be» 
lieve : And'is it ee om with 
reaſonable men whedher they ſhould 
ve theirreaſoRorwirh believers whe». 
ther they ſhould confider and lay to heart 
the weight & wſe of the things which 
they believe'? abi Þ 

2.Another part of your work 1520 
lovg 
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and to make him your delight, & to 
ſeek firſt his Kingdom and the right» 
ouſnels thereof; and to (et your affe- 


Gions on things above, and to. live 


on earth as the heirs of heaven: And 
is there any controverſie among 
Proteitarits,Papiſis,or any about this? 

3. Another part of your work, is; 
to ſee the honouritig of Godan the 
world, the promoting of his King- 
dom andGovernment in your ſelves 
and others,the doing of his will and 
obeying of his Laws : And isthere a- 
ny controverfie in this? SY 

4.Another part of your work,is,to 
to mortifhe the fleſh, & to rejeCt its 
conceits, and deſires, and [ufis, which 
reliſt the forelaid obedience to God; 
and to caſt outthe inordinate love and 
care of worldly things : to refuſe the 
connſels, the commands, the will, the 
enticements and per{waſions' of man, 
which contradif the commands & will. 
ofGod:: & to forſake al/that you have 


oy in 


JoveGod with all your foul & might 


| 
| 


EC 
in the world rather then forſake your 
dear Redeemer, 'and hazard your 
alvation by 'atiy wilful fin : To take 
up your :Croſs and follow Chriſt 
through a life. of ſuffering to glory ; 
| know' there is difficulty:efnough in 
all this;' and that fleſh will repine a= 
painfſt' it and abbor ir:;Bur 1s there as 
ny controverſie about! it among any 
true believers ? 1s notall this the ex- 
preſs Command of God, and 'ne- 
ceflary toſabvation ?- , ©, 
5. Another part of yourwork, 1s, 
to avoid fermptations,and fly fromthe: 
occaſions and appearances ofevil, and 
not only to dvord chatwhich as direRt- 
ly evil: it ſelf; but 'that ſo which 
would draw -you intd evil (as far:as 
pu can) atid to keep.as far as may 
e from the brinkofheXand danger, 
& to have no fellowſhip with the un- 
fruitful works of darknes,nor be cont+ 
panions with them, but reprove then, 
and mourn for the unclean and wicked 
converſation of the world.'Thisis it that 
we intreat of you : & is there any mat 
ter of controyerfiein all this? 6.A. 
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6, Another part of the work which 
wecall yo to, 18, © redeem this little 
Timethat is allotted you ; To make 
the beſt of it, and 1mprove it to the 
greateſt furtherance of your (al vation; 
To loſe none of it upon uaprakeable 
things:to ſpend tin choſe works web 
will comfort 'yon moſt when eimwe 
1s gone;If it wil be more eomfortg- 
ble to you in the day of 7udgrrent,that 


you have ſpent your T ume un playes, & 
ſports,and idlene(s,& worldly cares, 
& 


& pleaſures, then in ſerving God, 
preparing-for another life, then hold 
on,and do ſo to the end; Bug if ie will 
not; then do what you would hear 
of, ſeeing you muſt hear of it :: ſpend 
none of your time in idleng(s 8 um 
fruitful chings,till you havenobeteer 
and more necefſary things to ſpend 
jt in, & till you have Time 0 {pare 
from more important work, Thies 
our requeſt to you,that yout Wouldinit 
loſt one hourof your pretious wm 
but ſpend it as thoſe thot —— 


F 


Sq ., tf  O©AS a oÞ.uCTtiTcM 


\ 


(191 ) 
mKvs 8nd baye but a ligtle more.to 
end, in preparation tor peernity. 
pet 1s this agg Sqhiſmatical or fa- - 
&ious motion ? Is there any thi ing 
contraver FEA which anyGhriſt- 
an can ſpeak againſt, in any of his? 
7. Augthes part of yaur. THY fo 
arch the Scriptureas that web con- 


tiaeth your dire&ions for eternal fe, 
Joh, 5-36 - ſe. To love the Ward. als 


mare . + nds of gold & np 
& nerler It bak $ re your neceſſary. f 
Pſal.1 19,72, 0b 23,12 and fo ME a 


t,.4S As whe 

is your pleaſure and delight, Pſa. 1,2. 
& as that which is able to make you 
wil wo Sap Ny 2Tim.3,15, 8 yy 
to butld, JOU. ve you.an inag- 
ritance am ? Tet Lap pa: 

32. That you Jay maps word of( us 
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: in your hearts, and teach them dili- | 
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gently to your children, and talk of 
them when you fit in your bouſes,and 
when you walk. by the way, & when 
you lie down, and when your i up, 
ent, 
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Deut.6. 6,7. & 11,18,19. that ſo you 
&your bouſhoulds may ſerve theLord, 
Foſh. 24-15.This 1s the work that we 
call you to : And isrthere any thing 
that achritian can make a controver- 
fie of inall this ? Is there any thing 
that Protejiants are not agreed of ? 
8. Another partof your work, is, 
that you guard your tongues, and take 
not the name ofGod in vain,and ſpeak 
no reproaches or ſlanders againſt your 
brethren, & that no corrupt communis 
cation proceed out of your mouths, 
but that which is good to the uſe of 
edifying, &.#hat it may miniſter grace | 
unto the hearers,Eph. 4. 29.and that |} | 
fornication, uncleanneſs, and covetou|- 
neſs be not once named among you, as 
becomerth Saints : neither filthineſs, 
nor fooliſh talking, nor jejting, which 
are not convement,but rather giving 


t 

} 

Y 
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of FRANKS \Eph.5.3,4.And is there any | n 
n 

Ye 
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thing of doubt or contreverſie 1n this ? 

9. Another part of the work 
which we perſwade you toy 5y 
£0 
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to-pray continually, 1:THeſ,.5.- 17% 
and .nog.co wax faint, Lake 18, 1, to, 
be fexvent and. importugate witty, 
God, as thoſe that know the-great» 
neſle of their neceflity,Luke 18. 6,7. 
fam.5. 16. That you-pray With ail 
prayer and Wpplication un; the Spi- - 
rit, Eph.6. 15, and'in every thing by - 
prayer and ſupplication to-, make; 
known your requeſts to God, PhiL, 
4. 6. that you pray for Kings and all. 
1a Authority, that we;may lead @ 
quiet and peaceable lifein all god-. 
linefle and honeſtie,, 1 77x. 2,25 24 
And.is there any thigg inall.this 
that any Chriſtian-can deny? 4 + 
10, Laſtly, chework we: cajh gow 
to, 1s, <0 love - your neighboyrs:as: © 
jour fel ves, and ito do toothers as: 
you would have ; them (carbitrio {a= 
0 ) da' to. you. Toſgorm,. derides 
molet, paſar » airs, 
no-man, till-youi, would be (owed 

| yourdelves on. the ltke ooahfiona;Tor _ 
- [-<joycein other mens profit and ve 
 Eputation as. your »OWn, 
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none, to-hate no man; to wrong 
none in their perſons, eſtates, or 
names : , To preſerve the chaſtity, 
honour and eſtate of your neigh- 
bour as your own. Tolove your enes 
mies, and forgive them that wrong 
you. and pray for thefn that hate, 
and hurt, and perſecute you. This 
1s your , work: And 1s there-any 
 ching of fattion, Schiſm or contro» 
verite in this? No, you ſhall ſhort- 
Iy be convinced, that the differen- 
ces and controverſies of believers, 
and the many opinions about Re- 
Jigion, were a wretched hypocrital 
pretence for your negle& and con- 
rempt of the ſubſtance of Religion, 
about which there was no diffe- 
rence, | but all parties were agreed 
m-the confeflion of the truth, how- 
ever hypocrites would not live ac> 
cording to their own. profeſlions. 

Bur'perhaps you'l ſay, that there. 
rs {ſuch difference in the Marmer yet 
among them that agree in the 
Prineiples and the Matter, th 


at Fol! 
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know not which way God Is" to: vs 
worfhipped ? 

+ T anfwer;, 1; Do you. Þ praſtiſe. 2s | 
aforeſaid, according to the Prancys 

_ ples and matter agreed on. or-not.? 

Hyou do nor, it 18:buc grols-hypo- 

crifie to prerend diſagreements un 

the: Manner, as an excuſe for:-your | 
contempt or omiſſion-of the Mats ].. 
ter, which all-agree in. | Farſooth 
your families ſhall be prayerlaſs,. and 
you will make ajjeaftrot-jerious pray* 
er, becauſe ſome pray,onaxbaokgand - 
ſome without, and (ome thatare 
wileft,” think that ether wayis law- 
tu]. Will God be deceived by ſuck | 

hilly: reaſonmes as;theſe? ff 11458 
2. But: this :ſball noe hide: the” 

nakednels of your 1mpiety. Willi p@ad © 

alſo in the Manner 1of your: obedis 
ence; but go ſafarras all: Chrijivans' 
are agreed in 2 1 will »breifly::them” © 

ane you ſome particular ng 3 

Ps. with reverence; in his fear Apt : 

= the common ia even wits 

| 2 | 
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mon carelefſe frame vf mand; : 
| will be ſanGified of alltþat tram 
{ near bim, Lev; 10! 3: Heiiwill be 
| fervedas God, and notas man: He 
willnoc be/prayed to with a begarul« 
tefſe- mind, as thoſe dorthae cangi- 
vide their tongues fromtheirbeart s, 
and ſay over ſome caftomary Words 
while they think of ſomethmg elſe. 
Is a dreadful thing for duſt to{peak 
to God Almighty ;'and a dange- 
rous thinggo ſpeak'to him as {light- 
ly and| regardlefly, as if: we: were 
talking to one of our companions. 
| Je bel h a + believer - to. have 

more of the fear of God upon his 
heart, in his grdinary GenePe inthe 
-world, then hypocrites and forma- 
lifts have in their moſt ſolemn pray- 
ers. Knoweſt thou the difference 
beeween God and man ? Put then 
fack a difference between:God. and 
mann thy addrefles, as his' Majefty 
requirerh. And ſeealfothatthy fe- 
#mi/y compoſe themſelves to a reve» 

rent behaviour, when they joyn an 
| thee 
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thee in- the worſhipping of Goy 
Whaathave' you to: ay now:! 
this reverent Manner of behaviouZt © 
Isthereany thing! oqutrefert gu | 
efris.? 


tf 


2. It alſo cequibre har': you: be 
fora z0us and” fober 1n- all the: Tgich x 
you-perform to God, ;:Do it not1::-./ 
dicruontly, and with half. a -bearts 
Be as much more: fervent -a1d ſeri- _ 
ous in'ſeeking God and yourſalvar 
tion,then.you are in ſeeking world= 
ly ehings, as God and your Salyati- 
. ovis better then any.ching im the 
world : Or 1f that be: beyond: ,y9Ur* 
reach {:though -elſethere 35 reaſas | 

for it ) at teal let the: greatell tings 
have the igreatef? power : pang wwe 
hearts. .Y ou cantior. | ar efy 
veacty for hexvwenithert :hediaa 
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{ſhould be an hypocrite, or be ſerious 
In the Religion which he doth pro- 
fets. + 
_- 3- Tt is requiſtte that your ſer- 
vice of God be performed wunders 
 flandingly, Plal: 47. 7. 1 Cor:14415. 
God detighteth' not in che blind de- 
votion of men that know not what 
they do. Prayers not underftoad are 
indeed no prayers: For no' mans 
deſire goeth further then his know- 
ledge, and he expreſſeth not his-de- 
fires that knoweth not what he ex- 
preſſett himſelf. Nor can he expeCt 
the concurrence of another mans ' 
} defires, that ſpeaketh what another 
underſtandeth not. , The word that 
15 not underſtood, - cannot fink into 
che heart and ſanQific it: or if it be 
Not we = ſoundlie — 
Atseafily ftoln away by the temprer, 
Mat. 13.19,23. I eoderfiantiogds 
-neceflarje in our common converſa- 
"tions, -much more in our holy ad- 
dreffes to the Almighty, Prov:17. 27: 
4 man of nnderjianding is of ger" 
celr 
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ce/leut Spirit : but God hath mp pets 
ſure in fools, or in their Sacrifices, 
Ecelef. 5.1,4. nor is pleaſed with a ' 
Parrot-like lip-ſervice, which is not _ 
underſtood. He faith in deteſtatiou 
of the Hypocrites, This people draw- 
eth near unto me with their mouth,and 
bonoureth me with their lips, but their * 
heart is far fron me, Mat. 15.8,9..F 
hope then when we call you to ſerves 
Godin judgment,& with underſtan- . 
ding, we call you to nothing thaT a. 
Chriſtian ſhonld make queſtion of.. 

4. God is a Spirit , and they that | 
ſerve him muſt ferve him 2n Spirit - 
an4in truth, Joh.4. 24. . The Fathe, 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſpip him, Yer. 23- 
He calleth for the heart : he looketl 
for the inward defires of the (oul. =: 
He converſeth with minds chat;are 
abfraRteld from vanity, and art [eri-- 
ouſly taken up in attending him,agd 
are intent upon the . work they do :. 
The carkaſs of a Prayer ſeparated : 

from the Life of it, ſtinketh before 
the holy God. vs he, will be _/oved, « 
4 © 


( 200 ) 
 Tfowillhebe ſerved with all the hed#t 
and foul and might. And do we call 
you then co any thing that is doubt- 
ful, when we call you'to the Spirt- 
eiial worſhipping of God. 

Yer we maintain that the body 

hath its part inthe ſervice of God 
vas well as the ſou7, and the body muſt 

- exprefſe the inward reverence and 

"devotion of the ſoul ; though not in 
a way "of hypocritical otentation, yet 
in a way of ſerious adoration. The 
bowing of the knee, the uncovering 
of the head, and reverent deport=- 
ment, and whatſoever nature, or 
common ule; and holy inſtitution 
hath made an expreſſion of holy af- 
Feftions,and a decent and grave be- 
haviour of our ſelves.,ſnould be cares 
fulty obſerved in the preſence of the _ 
'» moſt Bigh, and the holy things of 
'God morereverently to be reſpe&- 
ed then the preſence of any mortal 
man. And the rather becauſe that a 
grave; and reverent,and holy man- 
ner of deportment mGods worthips 
.- Iv 
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hypocrite.” thinks neceffary” to the 
covering of bis fin, we muſt think 
more neceſſaty to rhe” ryre of our fin 
and the faving of our' ſouls; The 
way to avoid bypocrifie is not by run- 
ning into impiety and prophaneſs : 
we muſt do more then the hypocrite , 
and not leſs, eſe he will riſe up in 
judgement'agamſt you , and con- 
_ demn yon, if he would do more to 
| ſeem good, rhey you will do t& be 
} yood, and to pleaſe your Maker jf 
| a Pharifee will pray longer 'td'coloite 
| His oppreſſion, then' you will do ro 
attain ſal.ation. The miſchief of hy- 
pocrifee 1s, thar the ſou! of Religion 
: 3s wanting, 'while: the corps 1s pres 

Jent : And wilt yon caſt away'both 
your and body: boeh infide and out fide, 
n oppofition tobypoorifie? If others 
do ſeem tolove God when they do 
not, wilt you therefore not ſomuch 
2s ſeen todo it > So Hete about 're- 
-verence' in The ſervice of God= Fhe 
byporrite ſhould not #xcee4the ſincere 
an any thitzg that 1s truly good. This 
= _- 


('20F), 
1s the manner of Gods ſervice that 
] perſwade youto, and tono other: ; 
Andis there any thing of contro- 
verſie in this ? Prefer bat the ſpirt- 
tual part, and know- but what that 
meaneth, | Twill have mercy, and not 
ſacrifice ] that ſo you may not - con- 
demn the innocent, and you ſhall ne- 
ver ſay that we will be more back- 
ward then you to decency, and reve- 
rent behaviour in Gods ſervice. ©. 

6, God will be (ſerved, un Purity 
and Holineſs, with cleanſed. hearts 
and hands, and not with ſuch. as: re- 
main defiled with the guilc: of any - 
wilful fin. He abhorreth the. ſacrte | 

fice of the wicked and diſobedient. . 
He that turneth away his ear front 
bearing the Law, his prayers are-abox 
minable, Prov. 28, g. and 15.8. & | 
21.27. [a. 1. 13. iEcclelc. 5-1,24344- *; 
[ To. what purpoſe is the uultitude of . 
your . Sgerifices. unto-me2.. ſaith the | 
Lord, (to opprefinng . wacked-\men) 
Iſa. 1..11.. When you come to . appear 
before me, who hath-required thus at 
your: 


(204) 
yonr bad totread my: Courts ? Bring 
no more vain” oblations © incenſe is an 
abominetion to me: the new Moons 
«nd Sabbaths , the calling of Afſent= 
blies I cannot away with : it is iniqui- 
ty, even the ſolemn meeting, 8c. v#r. 
12, 13. And when you ſpread forth 
your hands T will hide mine eyes from 
Jon; yea when you Make many prayers 
T will ndt bear; your hands are full of 
blood : Waſh'you, make you clean ; put 
«way the' evil of your doings from be- 
| Fore mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn 
to do well, feek judgement, relieve the 


d, bers. »dge the :fatherleſs , plead 


the widow ; Come now and let us 
_ together, ſeith the Lord.) 

o play the giwtton, or drunkard, 

or filthy fornicator in the day tine, 8 

'then'to come to God at night, as if 

it were to make him amends: by an 


hypocritical prayec; to Þlaſpheme 

Gods Wa mien poſe his Kingdom 

and Gbperrmegt in your ſelve+and 

_ others, andto do your own will, #nd 

bhateand feorn'them that do his -_ 
| a 


\ 
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and ſtydy-bis will; that. they vi for 
it, and then to pray that Gods: FAS 
may be. hallowed, $_KGO oe, F 
Jo? his Will be = 45, 81-4 
Gody' and not a [eruingior, die 
hime Live according; £0; FARr 
ers;and let pete a 
your, words W hat it Fe ol ing 
' This is the ſervice of. God, #h 
call you to: And can You older 
there-15.any ching.compareraby 
allthis? Are cher any. | 
party. among -Ghriftiavs +97 wy ol 
Infidels that daxe- congupdiitt\ 1: 
7. God will be. {er d aaa: ang 
univer{ally : in all his. Commane ky 
_ Frey alyour ſculciin yak 
tety,z . JHHSe 14 barityy 
which \ muſt ; never; 26- pared 
You;muſt: not: pretend- your Charity 
againlit idutzey of 'Pigty x: for (Gogh 
£0 be preferred. uw your ,elimarion. 
love; hy ſervice z;-2ngd l,cbps, jp ; 
done for -Meit,.:muſthedous«d6 
ſake. You:nhiſt.not (ae 50 Gs 


Piety againdt duties WP Twiiigey. GH, 


| 
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ou that when all-fail: they inighe ; 
ſg thee-ints-the falgbey habi- 
tetions, Drgpmot-now and then @-/ 
fcant-and grudging alms, as if-thou. 
werea loſer by 4 ; go God muſt be... 
be beholden to thee'3 bur. .belteve,. F 
that the greateſt gains ra, +. 
_—— rerſueh barg Ak I | 
$904 2s FeaUny, Y3 © | 
rally; es one-that verily V6 
ful reward in Heaven. This i8partof 
the ſervice of *God has wer 
YOU t6;Even To: vifaty 2nd reli a 
Jlove- Chriſt Jin. his'; members and 
brethren (Mat.25.)and:isthere apy. 
thirtit of doubr or GREY wy 
vouR T'1.1'* | «IS 
19, Moreover, .Gudimill be fiened | | 
with Love,andwillingiaſsand 2 
It is' the moſt gainfy,- 4b 
bleſled, and pleaſant. work 3n,the , 
world , "which .he hathy app yang 
Jou, ind nota'tal/ore tack or 
vey: Ard therefortit-is ona: 
lancholy, pining, conbleſoineautty | 


| of life that weperſyade yoirtoy ur 


der: ; 
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der che natiie of Gediigeſs ; hut ic 
18 £0: rejoyce .n. the Lord); ahd-to 
|} live 4n the yoyful oupettations of 
Eternal Life, and it 'the: ſenſe. and 
allirance of the Love. of God... If 
you- could ſhew-us any: propabilicy 
of more-pleaſant ang zoyful'life gy 
Ea; then'that which: erious Ho. 
- line(s York afford,: I-ſhould be glad 
with #1 my heart ta hearkeg49 you. 
+ Jam: rexdy to. tel you what. 35 the 
pound of pr hn Hoe which faich 
| pevezleth'2: If you Will: come, ana 
| ſobertydebare the caſe, and; ſhew ws 
{ rhematreriand:groundiof tors? 0H c9t+ 
[ forts, whixh{you _omink 
'S\ wir her way : uf gra Pk - 
Thief) nf Cake as Wl Lek 
| - s we. ito 
| you; and belofyonremuld and ide) 
| - The matter of the joyes of a Þer 
leon is, phat all his fins ar pardonr 
ed; that-God::18\reqoncildd $0, 
inChritt; ithat be-back che-promi 
of 'God,; that all. thingy,. even tne 


greape fuffeciogs,, hal work: he 


(dg 
ther for his good; that hes always - 
inthe love, and care, and hands of 
God ;\that he ca leave wn draw 
near him b holy prayer, a! 

his heart © him ir all his frkins tad 
wants ; that he may ſolace himfelf : 
in his Praiſes and Thankſgiving,an 
in other parts of holy worſhip; that 
he may read and' hear'his holy 
Word,the ſure diſcovery of themall 
of God, and revelation - of the 
things unſeen, and the Charter of _ 


d. 


his Inheritance ;-that he may exers. "'Y 


ciſe his ſoul in the ſerious believing | 
thoughts of the Love of God -res 
vealed in the wonderful work oe 
_ Redemption , and of the per-'" 
, and" office, 'and grace of Jeſus 
Chia our Redeemer ; andithatihe 
may- love - that God irhat hats {6 
wonderfully loved himzthatihethacti 
the' Spirit of :God' to:quickeniand 
atuate his ſon], to ſapply' bis (piris 
tual defefts , -and kill his-ſfins,'-and 
help him to Believe, woretolRes - 
Joy ce, to Pray 'cha5this: wee hs. 
$ 


(110) 
Gods Seal. upon him, andthe earn- 
eſt of everlaſting life ; that Death 
ſhall nor kill his hopes, nor end his 
-1t 691g in but that his felicity and | 
fulleſt joy beginneth, when that of 
worldlings hath an end, and cheir 
endle(s miſery begins; chat he is de- 
livered from everlaſting torment by 
the redemption. of Chrift, and the 
{anCtifcation of the (pirit-; that An- 
gels will attend his departing foul 
into the preſence. of bis Father ; 
that he ſhall be with his glorified 
Redeemer, and behold his Glory ; 
that his body (hall be raiſed to evet- 
laſting life: that he ſhall be Juſtified 
by Chriſt from all the accuſations 
of the Devil, and all the f(landers 
ofthe malicious world; that he ſhall 
live with God in endleſs Glory, and 
ſee and enjoy the Glory of. his 
Creator , and ſhall never more be 
troubled with enemies, wich. fin or 
forrow , but among his holy ones, 
ſhall perfe&ly. and moſt. joyfully 
love and praiſe the Lord for ever. 
Theſe Þ| 


Li 


_ "Theſe are the matter of a Belie- 
versjoy : Theſe, purchaſed by Chriſt, 
revealed in his Word, fealed by his 
Miracles, bis Blood, his Sacraments, 
and-his Spirit,are our comfort; This 
is the Religion, the labour that we in- 
vite you to: [tis not to deſpair ,i nor 
to ſome dry unprofitable toil,norto 
ſeif-croubling, grieving, miſerable 
melancholy, -nor to coſtly-Sagrifices, 
or idle Ceremonies, or irrational 
Serviee, ſuch asthe Heathens offer- 
edtotheir Idols; it 1s not to.-caſt a» 
way al: mirth and comfort , and to YF 
eurn '\unſoerable, .and-moroe,” and F 
ſower.: but it is tothe greateſt joys Þþ 
that the world alloweth,and nature 
is here capable of, and reaſon can 
diſcern, and-own+ It is; to. begin a 
truly mercy Gociablelite : It is cofly 
from fear $& ſorrow, 3n flying from 


fin and Hell, and fromthe conſum+ | 


ing wraps of God, ; It. is to the fore» . 
taktes of everlaſting joys, and tothe 
begingingy of eternaliife, Thisghe | 
labour, 


he-Religion, whyoh we would | 
have 


» af 


have youfollow with al your might, 


If you have better things / to (eek; 
and follow,znd find, let us ſee chem, 
that weniay be as wiſe as yot. If you 
have not, for yonr fouls fake,' make 
not choice of vanity, which will de- 
ceiveyou in the day of yout neceſſity, 
* Bat you muſt not think to! make us 
believe tliat a great ago a horſe 
ora'whorezora feaſt,or a ffatrerer;or 
fine eloaths, by any childiſh ops, or 
brutiſh itthinets, are more comfor- 
table things. then Chriſt, andEver> 
hfting Life, or that it is ſweeter and 
better to loves hartor, or lafids, or 
mony,then to love God,and! Grace; 
and Glory * nor that any ehing that 
wil go no' further then che Grave 
with you, is'a5'#004 25 har whieh 
wil endare to Frei '$' Hor \that 
any pleaſive iv hich widog 66 (ind 
hath, is equalts ele deliaitd of che 
Angels of Heaven':' 'If you” - woald 
have ns of $a he _ your muff noe 
beofthis mind! * or perfavgetis es 
fact horribie't his as theſe." But 

2 oi we 
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we ptofels to you apdallthe world, 
- tharwe arena {aim love yith for 
rows or (orrne(s, nor fo.:fallen out: 
witdijoy and pleaſures, as 60 -chooſe 
a lift of >miſetable ſadneſs, ox refule, 
alfe ter delight + If;we could hear: | 
fron any. man, ar. find:by, the moſt; 
diligent, mquiry g» that; there +13 2 
more #u)l, and Pega «ngd-rational,; 
and fatisfa&ory,and durable delight 
to be had in agy. other, way, then: 
that-[of ſerious faith. aud holineſs; 
which Chniſt in- Scripture jhath! re-: 
vealed to us, we #tere-like enough 
to hearken after #&. - 4 

_ Bute can the diſtra&ed - ſenſual 
world believe that its-{weeter and 
| happier to ruffle is utin fleſhly.gals 
lantry 8nd ſport, andto rage againit 
the ; godly for a while, till. the-ven-. 
geance of God lay hold-uponthem, 
and; give them their reward, them + 
to live in the love) of God, aud wait- 


vv ay = ww #% 
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m p4tience for the performance.ot 

Gods promiſe 'of eve range 199: © | 

Oh whata thing is fleſhly paſhon, ©: 
| n 
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#nd raging ſenſuality,and blind an- 
belief ! The'Lord have'mercy upon 
poor deladed finnergthe Devils bu» 
fine(s is to turn the world into a Bed- 
lam; and alas, how ſtrangely hath 
he prevail*d! That ſo many men.can 
take their greateſt miſery foritheir. 
happineſs, and the only happineſs for 
an intollerable rk Yea, and be ſo 
#rgry with all that are not of their 
mind, and will not ſet as muct''by 
filth” and foolery , and as little: by 
God and Glory as they ? Likethe 
Noble man that was Lunatick/,'or 
mad by fits, and when ever he-was 
mad, he would ſwear all were mad 
that ſaid not as heſaid, and would 
make all his ſeryants be ſent to Bed- 
Iam that would not immitate 'him, 
and there they muſt lie as mad men 
till their Lord was recovered from 
bis Madneſs. So are Gods ſervants 
uifed; and talker of in the world, as if 
they were beſide themſelves, as long 
as the world is uncured of its mad- 
neſs, As the Man is, fo is his judge» 
PTY” ment, 
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fire; and delight : When 1 was 6 1 


(215) | 
ment, and ſiah 1s his reliſh, and de- 


ehild, 1-had far more defire to 
my pin-box, then now I have to 
my purſe, and accounted it a greats 
er.trealure, and had much more de-' 
lightand contentment in it. | And 
alas, we may remember ſince we 
were ſtrangers to the reliſh cf Hea- 
venly things, that. we found more 
pleature-in that of which wearenow , 
aſhamed, then we did in the moſt 
high and excellent things. . Let. us 
therefore pitty and pray for thoſe 
that are diſtempered with.thefame- 
diſeaſe. 44.5 folate” 
I have been longer on this then: 
thought to have. been, becauſe men 
think [chat we call them from all- 


Mirth, & oy,&- pleaſure, to 'a ſowre | 


heavy, melancholy life, when wecall - 
them to ſerious diligence for their ſal»: © 
vation. As if levity & folly were the* 
only freinds to Pleaſure, and ic were: 
anly.to be found, in childiſh, worth» - 
le, tranktory things: Andas if the: | 

| greate&. : 


(/216.) 
greateſt crerlaſting H&pineG were 
no water oferye Delight, nor Seri- 
eathe(s,orDiligence ofa friend to oy, 
9. Moreover, «s to the manner, 
God will - be ſerved with abſolute 
ſe}relignation, without Exceptions, 
Limitations or Reſerves: Not with 
the leavings of the fleth, nor with a 

Proviſo. that you may not ſuffer 
your Religion, or-be poor, or deſÞiſ- 
2d, or abwed by the world : But with 
ſelf-denyal you muſt lay down all-the 
fleſh&s intereſt at his feer ; and you 
muſt rake up your Croſs,and follow 
ataffering Chriſlt co Glory. You: 
muſt ſerve him as thoſe that are 
wholly His, and\not your own, and 
have nothing but what is bis, -and 
therefore nothing co be excepted, ne- 
ſerued or (aved from bim; but, muſt. 
be content that you and all. your 30- 
tereſt be in his hands, . and ſaved by 
kim, at faved at all. >] knowahete 
tearmsieem hard toifleſh and-blaod 
(and ſhould Heaven be the Crown 
_ md reward to them; that have un-: 
5 dergone 
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dergone no tryal for it ? ) But here 
is king bi what is paſt all cop- 
troverſy, and all Chriſtians do cont 
fe(s is the Word of Chriſt. 

10. Laftly, God wiil be ſerved re- 
ſolvedly and conſtantly: 1f you will 
reign, you muſt conquer and endure to 
the end. Oppoſition you mult expeit; 
and overcome it, 1f you would not 
be overcome. It is not good begin- 
nings that will ſerve turn, uoſefſe 
you alſo perſevere, and fight outthe 
good fight of fairh, and finifh your 
courſe, and patiently wait to the 
laſt breath, for the Crown of Righ- {Þ 
teoulnefs, which the Righteous .1Þ 
Judge will give the Conquerours, } 
when the unbelieving world ſhall ' 
. | fay of all their Delight and Hops 
; | [Its paſt and gone,weſhall never fee 
| or.taft it more] but muſt now taſtof : 
that endlefle wrath of God which ** 
we,were treaſuring up, when we - 
ſhould have workt out ourſalvation. - 

Well firs, fe: all this- while - 
been deſcribing to you, both as ro _- 


# > a. 26. 
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the Principles, the Matter aud the 
Manner , what that Religion and 
Service of God is,in which you muſt 
labour with all your might: that 
you may lee that it is no fa&tious or 
private opinions or pradtices that 
wecall you to; and rhat your con- 
{ciences may no longer be deluded 
with the pretences of mens difle- 
rent opinions in Religion ; and that 
the names of Prelatical, Presbyte- 
T1an, Puritan, Papiſt, nor any other 
ſounding in your ears, may not fo 
diltraft and doat you, as to make 
you forget the name of Chriſtian 
which you have all undertaken, nor 
what the Chriſtian Religion is. You 
ſee now that itis nothing (no nota 
ſyllable or cittle). which all ſober 
Chriſtians are not agreed in,that we 
perſwade 'youto do as the work of 
your Religion : Andtherefore 1 tell 
you again here, before that God 
that ſhall be your Judge, and that 
Conſcience that ſhall beas a thou- 
ſand witnefles, that if you will go 
on 


(219) 
refuſe the /eriphs;diligence of-Chri- 
ltians, in this: Religion which your 
ſelves profeſs , tt ſhall be fo far from 
being any excuſe or eaſe to you, that 
there were Hypocrites, or Hereticks, 
or, Schiſmeticks, ov different . opinions 
in Religion in the; world, that» this 
very thing {hall aggravate -your:{in 
and -condemnation , that all cheſe 
Hypocrites,. Schiſmaticks, .or'difte- 
418 Parties intheChnich, did agree 
inghe confeſſion of all the/e: thmgs, 
and. yet for-ail that you wonld. moc 
practice them.: no.nor practice what 
your [eles confeſſed: All\ theſe Par- 
£i65.07 Seas (hall riſe up againſt the 
ſenſual and proPhane: ungodly {mn 
ner, and ſay, Though we were ig- 
norant cr doubeful- of: many: ather- 
things, yer we are. all agreed in _ 
theſe: we gave: oirconcurrent'te- |. 
&jwopy for'them. ;. ns no - 
Ahem.l&foru will ctr (pore then am - 
Hypoorute, -Oc.4 Wi and-be | 


) 


, far 
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far-worſe then thoſe that are ſuch, or 
you account (uch,and think to excuſe 
it, becauſe they erred in leſſer things, 
It iS as if the devilſhould excuſe his 
hn by ſaying { Lord, thy Saints did 
none. of them love thee as they 
ſhould, and Hypocrites did but ſeen: 
to love thee.and therefore I thought 
I might hace thee and let againſt 
thy wayes.] 

BUT (laith the ungodly ſenſu- 
aliſt ) I will never believe that God de- 
lighteth in long and earneſt prayers : 
or that he is moved by the paſſions or 
the words of men: and therefore 1 
take this but for babling, which you 
call the ſerious diligence of Believers, 
in their ſerving God. | 

To this impious objeGion, I re- 
turn theſe ſeveral anitwers. 

1, I ſuppoſe this were true as you 
41magine, what's this to you that 
ſerve God no way at «ll with any ſe- 
rious diligence ? that live in ſenſuali- 
ty, and wilful diſobedience to his 

Laws, and do more for your bodies 


then 


F . 
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then for your ſouls, and for terhpe- 
' | ral things, then for eternal? * 
| 2. 'Wko do you think is likeft to 
| | underſtand Gods mind, and'what 
|} is pleafingeo him? Himſelf cr you? 
Is any thing more plainly commarj- 
ded in Gods Word then praying. 
with frequency, Je E 
tunity ? Luk. 18.1 ,2,3,4,$,0,7- 1 The:. 
5.17. Jam 5. 16. And will you fell - 
God that he hath bat difſembled 
with you, and told you that he is 
leafed with chat which 1 iy not ple 
ng tohim ? 


fi 


J And what is the reaſon of yoar' 
unbelief? forſooth, becauſe God is 

not moved with humane words or + 
paſſions ! I granthe is not. 'But what _ 


of that? Hath prayer no other uſe - 
but to move ? Tr 3s 4 
7. Thatit moveth ns, and fitech us - 
to receive his mercies. 2; And that + 
God hath made it neceffary to the * 
effeft, and a means or condition - 
without which he will nor give thee * 
the bleſſing. Do your think (if you | 

L 3 judge | 


F 
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| judgebut by: natural reaſon) that a 
| perſonis as fit. for a. mercy; that, 
| knoweth.ngt.the want or worth.of 
it, and wauld got be thankful for. is 
if he had ic, as one that valueth "4 
'. and is diſpoſed co chankfulne(s and 
| improvement? Ang do you not 
| know that holy prayer is nothing, 
but the  a&uating. of holy deſizes., 
and the ein LL 7 > all thoſe graces 
which are ſuited to the due eſti» 
mation. and 4mproyement of the 
mercy. And 1s 1t. not the mgwhen 
we would draw the boat Ly | 
ad pulls 
7 Lf. 


to ley hold'of the bank, 
if we would LOR it. t2 he 
God be not moved-.and -drawn-to 
' ns, tt 1s enough that we are moved. 
and drawn. to God.: And with all 
that Gad ma: may give bis own bledings 
to whom and upon what terms he 
leaſe, and Ti he hath aſſured us 
G will give them but to thoſe that 
yalue, Tefre, and ſeek them, and. 
* chat. with faith, and fervency, and 
InporTanigy. | 


And 


A 
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And yetI may add, that God us, 
ſo far above us, as that his incom- * 
prehenfible efſence,. and bleſſed na- 
rare 1s Very littte known to 1is3 and 
therefore though we know and con- 
feſs that he hath no humane paſſions 
or imperfe&tions, yet if he afſiime 
to himſelf the title of ſuch a eng 
as love, delire,Joy or. wrath, we mutt 
in reaſon believe, that though theſe 
are not in God as they are in na, 6 
with any imperfe&ion, yet there 18 
ſomething in God that cannot. fit- 
lier be repreſented to man, noe be_. 
underſtood by man, . then by* ehe-* 
Images of {uch expreſſions as God 
lumſelf is pleaſed to uſe, =Y 
3. But I beſeech you hearken to- ' 
Natu-e it ſelf. Doth it not.teach all - 
rational creatures in neceility to * 
pray to God? A ſtorm will teachthe * 
prophaneſt- Sea-man to pray,. and 
that with continuance and fervens-: 
cy, The Mariners could ay to;70* 7 
nah in their-danger [| What meaney 
thou, O fleeper- ariſe, Call uþ9n.FRY 
[.4.. , 
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God; if ſo be that God will gan. ar 
us, that we periſh not.) And they 
themſelves cryed every Man unto his 
God, Jon. 1.5,6. When thou comeſt 


to dye, and {ceſt there is no more de- 


lay, nor any more hope from the 
pleaſures of fin, or from any ef th 

{ - eompanions or old deceits, then tell 
me whether natire teach thee not to 
| cry, and cry mightily for pardon, 
and mercy, and help to God? Then 
we ſhall hear thee crying |[ O Mercy, 
mercy Lord, upon a miſerable fin- 
ner]chough now thou wilt not be- 
lievethat prayer doth any good. 

Ile ſay no more to thee of this, If 
Nature be not conquered,and Grace 
have not forſaken thee, thou wilt 
be taught at home to anſwer this 
obje&ion. Sure thon canft not eafily 
| ſofar conquer reaſon, as to believe 
that there is no God. And if thon 


believe that there is a God, tho” 


canfſt not believe that he 1s not to be 


eft ſerzonineſs and diligence! Nor 
that 


worfhipped,and that with the great- 


| 
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that he is not the giver of all that © 
thou doſt want! Or that the Ga» * 
vernour of the world regardeth not 
the diſpoſitions and a&ions of his 
ſybje&s, but will equally reward the - 
good and bad, and give to all ahke, 
and have no refpe& to mens prepas. 
rations for his reward, What Hea- © 
then that believeth chat chere 1$a - 
God, doth not believe chat Prayer 
to him 15 a neceflary part of his 
worſhip? | h 4 

Ob). But is not your ſtridt obſervat 
of the Lords day a controverted thing'?. © 

Anſw. In this alſo 1 will trip 
thee of this excuſe. 1, Spend the 
Lords day but according to "the * 
common principles of Chriftianis: : 
ty and reaſon, and it ſha'l ſufttces * 
Spend it but as one that loveth Gad - 


= 
-. 
: 
. 


better then any thing in the worldy? :; 
and that taketh more pleafare in his? 
ſervice then inn and” vanity? : 
Spend ic butas the tes of thy 
own ſoul,and thy families require ; as 
one- that's glad of {o honourable, 

L5 gain»; 
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gamfn, and deiighttul an 1Mplby=: 
ment, as the piblick and. private 
worſhipping of God, and the ſeri- 
ous contemplation of the life to 
come: As one that knoweth the 
need and benefit of havitg ſtated 
times for the ſervice of God; and 
what would come of all Religion, 
if the Time wee left to each ones 
wall? Spend it as men that put a 


{ Juſt difference between the common 


buſine(s of this worid,and the things 
that concein your endleſs ſtate, and 
that have con{idered the proporti-, 
an of one day; in (even, 1n reference 
to this different conſequence of the 
work ; Spend it as men that have 


| loſt as much time as you have done, 


and have need to make the beſt of 
the lictle that is left, ; and that are 
behiad hand ſo far in the matters 
of your ſalvation, and have need to 
work with all your might, and 


| fhould be gladder of the help# of 
ſuch a day, 
| gold and filyer : Spend it as thoſe 


then of thouſands of 


that 
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that believe that we owe Gothaan 
mach ſervice as the Jews did: Spend 
it as the Ancient Chriſtians ſpent it, 
that were wont to ſtay together al» - 
moſt from morning till night in 
publick worſhip and, Communion: _ 
vFang it as the Kings Declaration 
po, 1s whici ſaith | Our purpoſe _ 
reſolution is, and ſhall be, to take | 
care that the Lords day be applied to « 
boly exerciſes, without unneceſſary di-— 
vertiſements. | 
2. Andif yet there bei: any doubt in 
this, I refer you to the judgment'ob * 
the Church of England, "expreſſed 
in the Homily of the Time ad Place \ 
of Prayer. And for the: Time; the: 
Name the Antiquity,the Authority, 
the York it (elf, I defire you button; 
receive what is there delivered, noty 1 
by any fa&ious perſons, but by th the F : 
Church. Do this, and weare agreec ia, 
and fatish&d. And I make it myraay 
queſt-to the Reader, tv. peruſe be x 
Parts of that Homily, chats he' may# 
know how far the "Church of Loo 
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land 1s from the looſe conceits of the 
' enemies of Godlineſs: And if alfo 
| you will read over the Homilies a- 
| gainſt che peril of Idolatry, you 
will the fuller know che Jud zement 
of che Church about the manner 
of Gods worſhip. ( Indeed the 
whole Book is ſuch as the people 
thould be acquainted with.) 


— IR —_—— 


—_ —_ — 


I Have done my part to open to 
| you the Neceſſity of SER 
OUS DILIGENCE. and to 
- call up the ſ{luggiſh ſouls of finners 
' to mind the work of their ſalvation, 
and todo it SPEEDILY, and 
with all their MIG HT. I' muſt 
now leave the fucceſs to God and 
you. What uſe you will make of ir, 
and what you will be and do for the 
time to come, is a matter that more 
- concerneth. your ſelves then me, If 
Fong peaking, or multitude of 
words, were the way to prevail with 
"you, I ſhould willingly ſpeak os 
go WIMIC 


d 
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while my ſtrength ' would 'enduve,, 
and lengthen out my exhortations - 
yet (even-fold. Bur. thar's not the | 
way: A little wearieth you: You 
tovelong feaſts, and long viſits,and 
pays and ſports, much better then. | 
ong Sermons, or Books, -or Pray : 
ers. But it is no (mall grief tous, .: 
to leave you in a caſe#f ſuch int»; . 
portance, without ſome conſfidera=. .. 
ble hopes of your deliverance. - -- 

Sirs, * the matter 1s now:-latd b&-; 
fore you, and much in your own 2 
hands; it will not be ſo long! What 2 
will ye now do? Have I convinced - 
you now, that God and your ſalva- * 
tion are to be ſoughe with all your: - 
might ? If 1 have not, it ts not for * 
want of evidence in what is faid,' 
bur for want of willingneſs in your } 
ſelves to know the truth : T have** 
proved to yon,that it 1s a matter ont? . 
of controverſie, unleſs your lafts,and'. 
paſſhons, and carnal intereſt wilt” 
make a controverſie of 'it.” I beſeectt'? 
you tell me, if you be of any Ret 


py 
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$101 atail, why are you not rid, 


ſerious, and diligent, and mortified, 
and Heavenly in that Religion which 
| Foltare of? Sure you will not fo far 
ſhame your own Religion, whatever 
1t be, as to ſay that your Religion 
| 38 not for mortification, holineſle, 
heavenline(s, ſelf-denial , or that 
your Religion alloweth You to be 
ambitious, covetous, gluttonous , 
| drunken, tocurſe, and ſwear, and 
\ whore, and raile, and opprels the 
innocent; It 1s not .Religzon, but 
. Diabolical ſerpentine malignity that 1s 
| for any of this. \ 

- Its wonderful tothink,that learn- 
' ed men, and Gentlemen, and men 
that pretend to reaſon and incentit- 
ty, can quietly berray their ſouls to 
| the Devil upon ſuch ſilly grounds, 
and do the evil that they have no 
more.to ſay for, and neglet that 
, duty that they have no more to lay 
againſt, when they know they muſt 


WD ic NOW or NEVER! That 


__ they confeſſe that there 1s a 
E-5* God, 
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God, and- alife to come, a Heavent'. 
anda Hell, andithat this life is pur-" | 
poſely given us for preparation for | 
kternity, while they confeſs that | 
Gad is moſt wiſe, and i Ap ; 
good; and juſt, arid'that- fin ts the* 
greatolt evil, and that the Word:off 
God is.true, they can yet make fie 
ro quiet themſelves in an unholy, - 
ſenſual, _ careleſs life: And* that* * 
while they honour the Apoftles'and* * 
Martyrs, and Saints that-are dead* } 
and gone, they hate therr ſucceſſors” 
and imitators, and the lives chat” 
they lived, and are inclined to make** 
more Martyrs by their. malicious. 
cruelty. 07 

- Alas, all this comes "from the*; 
want of a ſound' belief of che thinss® 
which they never ſaw; and the oh p 
| ſtance of thoſe things, & the-power 
of paſlion, and ſenſual objetts and” 
inclinations, that hurfy elicktamd "1 
after preſent vanities, and conquere® I 
reaſon, and rob them of their hy? 
manity 3 ; and by the. noiſe of the? 
com= 
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company of ſenſual finners , that 
harden and deafften one another, 
and by the juſt judgement of God, 
forlaking thoſe that would not know 
him,and leaving them to the blind- 
neſs and hardnels of their hearts. 
But is there no remedy! O thou the 
| fountain of mercy. and relief, 
 Youch(lafe theſe nilkrable finners a 
remedy ! O thou the Saviour of loſt. 
mankind, have mercy upon the:e 
| inners 1n the depth of their ſecuri- 
| ty, preſumption , and miſery! O 
thou the Illuminater and SanQtifier 
of ſouls, apply the remedy fo dear- 
| ly purchaſed ! We are conſtrained 
oft to fear leſt it be much long of 
+ 4s, that ſhould more ſeriouſly preach 
\che awakening truths of God unto 

mens. hearts. And verily our con- 
ſciences cannot but accuſe us, that 
When weare moſt /ively and ſerious, 
_ alas, we ſeem bur almoſt to trifle, 
| conſidering on what a meſfage we 
"come, and of what tranſcendent 
| things we ſpeak. But Satan bath 
got 
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got” his advantage upon our hears. 1 
that. ſhould be inftramenral to kin” | 
dle theirs, as well as on theirs that* 2 
| ſhould receive thetruch. O that we 
could chirſt nfore afrer their falva-*. 
tion !- O that we could pray harder? 
for it; andentreat them more earn-" 
eſtly; as thoſe that were loath totake* : 
a denial from God or man ; - I mnſt* 
confe(s to you all with ſhame and © 
ſorrow, that ] am even amazed to 
| think of 'the hardneſs of my own* 1 
heart, that meltech no more in con» 1 
paſſion to the miſerable, and is ho” * 
more earneſt and importunate with; 
finners,. when I ami npon ſach a;ſaþ-" * 
jet as this; and am telling them” - 
that it muſt be NOW or NEVER” 
and when the meſſengers of Death”. 
within, and the fame of neens di[ples | 
fare from without, doth cell me how* * 
likely ic is that my Tire ſhall be bne;- ! 
ſort, and that if [ will fay any thing®” 
chat may reach the hearrs of fins" 
ners, for ought I know, it muſt be”: 
NOW or NEVER. Orwhat"'arobs ©; 
ſtinate -, 
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ſtinate, waat a lamentable diſeaſe is 
ea1s inlenfibiliity and hardneſs of 
| heart! IfT were ſure this were the 
- Jaſt, Sermon that ever I (hould 
| preach, I find now my heart would 
- ſhew its {luggiſhneſs, and rob poor 
ſouls of the ſerious fervour which is 
| ſuitable to the ſubjett and their caſe, 
and needful to the deſired ſuccels. 
| But yet poor ſleepy ſinners, hear 
uw: Though we ſpeak not to you 
as men would do that had /een 
| Heaven and Hell, and were them- 
' ſelves ina perfetly awakned frame, 
| Yet hear us while we ſpeak to you 
* the words of truth with ſome ſeri- 
| ouſneſs, and compaſſionate deſire of 
\ your Salvation. O look up to your 
F God! Look out unto eternity : 

Look inwardly upon your 60 þ 
' Look wilely upon your ſhort. and 
haſty Time: and then bethink you 
how. the little remnant of your 
* Time ſhould be employed : and 
What 1&-15 that moſt concerneta you 
. todilpatch and (ſecure before you 
Eo. IC. 


w > 
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die: Mow you have Sermons; and : 
Books; and Warnings: It will'notbe-- 
ſo long : Preachersmult have donet. ; 
God threatnerly them;''and *dadt5 3 
threatnerh ther, and en thireater” 
them, and its you, its you that are - 
mo* ſeverely: chreatned, and that * 
are called on. by Gods warning : 
[Tf any man' have an ex to hear; (et. - 
him head.) Now yourhave an abun» 
dance of private helps, you have a=: 
bundance of underſtanding gracious : 
companions ; pate tae Lords 


dayes to ſpend. in- holy” exerciſes, » 
for: the - 'edificaciors and 'ſolace'of; 
your fouls; you have choice*of ? 
ſound and ſerious Books: and'ble(s ? 
ſed be God, your have the Prom * 
teftion of a Chriftiars and. a-Pro- 2? 
teftanc: King' and) Magiſtracy O> © 
what unvaluable mercies are” all! 
theſe! O know your time}. and* 
uſe- theſe with indnftry, 'and: ms; 2 
prove this harveit for your ſoils'Þ-- 
For it will not be thus alwayes ;*I&® 
muſt be: NOW: os NEVER.” 8 
SP] You / 


? 
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You have yet time and leave to 
Pray and cry to God in hope: Yet 
 H you have hearts and tongues, he 
{ hath an hearing ea: : The Spirit 
of grace 1s ready to aſhſt you: Ie 
will not be thus aſwayes: The 
time is coming when tie loudeſt 
| cries will do no goxi: O pray, 
{ pray, pray poor needy miſerable 
{ flinners; for x muſt be NOW or. 
| NEVER. 

 Youhaveyet health and ſtrength, 
| and bodies fit to ſerve yoar fouls : 
* Jt will not be (o alwayes: Lan- 
 gviſhing and paines and death are 
coming. OQ uſe your health and 
rength for God : For it muſt be 
| NOW or NEVER. 

Yer there are ſome ftirrings of 
convicon in Conſciences : You 
find that all is not weil with you : 
| and you have ſome thoughts or 
' Purpoſes to repent, and be new 
- creatures: Tanere is ſome hope in 


- Ehis, that yet. God harh not quite 
| forſaken you- O trifle nor, _ 
 $ ſtifle 


F 
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-Nifle not the conviction of Your; 
- confciences, bliit hearken to the* 
wicneſſe of God within you :* It 
muſt be NOW or NEVER. FF - 

Would you not be Joath to be : 
left to the deſpairing caſe of many 
poor diſtrefſed fouls, ' that cry outs 
O it is now too late ! I fear my day of 
grace is paſt; God will not beat” me - 
now if T ſhould call upon him 7 þe 
hath forſaken me, and given te over | 
to my ſelf. It is too late to repent; too - 
late to pray, too late to think' of @ © 
new life; all is too late. This caſe is * 
ſad: But yet many oftheſe are ina -- 
ſafer and better caſe then they ima»? 
gine, and are but frightened by the 
rempter, and it 15 not too late, while - 
they cry out,1t is too [ate : But 1f you * 
are left to cry in bell Ft is too latey * 
alas, how Jong and how doleful a ery 
and lamentation will itbe! Þ * 15 

O conſider poor ſinner, that Got# :; 
knoweth the Time and'Seaſon-of thy + 
mercies : He giveth thee Spring a” 
Harvef in their Seaſon : and ai Wis © 
- mer- + 
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+, ercies in - their Seaſon, and. wilt 
> thou not know thy Tme and Seaſons 
* #For-/qve, and dity, andtharksto him? 
Conſider that God who hath 
' commanded thee thy work, hathal- 
| {o appointed thee thy time :; And 
this i5-his appoinced time;:; [To day 
-therefore/hearken to his yoice, and 
- ſeethat tho harden not thy heart : 
* -He that bid thee Repent and work 
© -ont thy Salvation with far and tremb- 
| ding, Goh allo bid thee do it Now.: 
1 Obey him-1n.the time, 1f thou wilthe 
; Gndoed obedient : He beſt underſtang- 
- eth the fitteſt time. Qne would 
F think to men that have loſt ſo mych 
ime alcadg,andloiteredfolong, & 
| aire lodamentably behind hand, end 
 ftand ſonear the bar of God, and 
their everlaſting ftate, there (ſhould 
G de no.need to lay any more, to per- 
L ſwade them to be up and doing. 1 
; hall add bur this: Toure neuen like 
; Lott: hang: better time: Take his dr 
che. work.will grow. more: diffeult, 
iD more doubtful, through the. lt 
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ent of God, itbecome h not 
OE If all this willl nor ſer y 2: 
bur ſtill you will loiter till time be® 
gone, what can your poor friendse lo! 
but lament your miley: The Lore bo 
knawes, if we knew what word "ug 
what pains, what coſt would tend to-/ 
your awakening, and rye, | 
and ſalvation, we ſhould be gla to: 
\ubmitto it: and we hope we ſhould b 
not think our labours, or liberties; _ 
or our lives too dear to promote | 0 
lefſed and 6 neceſſary a work, B ut 
if when all is done ti:at we can dog? 
you will leave us nothing but ow? 
tears and moans for ſelf-deſtro ers, 
the fin 1s yours, and the caferigh 
ſhall be yours: If I can do no more 
I ſhaj] leave this upon record, that 
we to0k our time to tell you hott e. 
, that SERIOUS DILIGENCE A 
neffary to your Salvation, and thi 
God is the Rewarder of them that@ 
ligently ſeek bim, Heb.11.6. ind eh 
this was your day, your only "94 
muſt be NOW or NEVER... 
A . af q M, 13 
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